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FroM the eDitORsFroM the eDitORs
STUDENTS ARE THE REASON WE EXIST.
So proclaims the Northampton Community College mission statement. Seems rather 
obvious for any college, but too often, we hear higher education criticized as an ivory 
tower elitist culture. That’s not a complaint you’ll hear around this college.

Nearly all our readers have personally experienced NCC’s student-fi rst focus. You, 
dear readers, can testify to the authenticity of the College’s mission statement. So can the 
more than 11,000 credit students currently enrolled. They make up the largest student 
population the College has ever welcomed. In fact, this has been the case every year for 
the past 10 years as our enrollment has continued to grow exponentially.

In this issue, Northampton magazine asks the question, “Who are these students that 
we claim as our reason for being?” We explore this question in a variety of ways: through 
profi les written by professional writers, through a few quick-read Q & A student self-surve-
ys, through a couple of student-to-student profi les written by classmates, and through plenty 
of photos showing students in and out of school. In a way, we are taking on an impossible 
assignment, looking to represent the typical NCC student. Our students are traditional age 
as well as older adults; our students take classes at Main Campus and many other NCC lo-
cations, and at no NCC physical location (online learning); we have international students 
who travel from overseas to study here on visas; our enrollment consists of full-time as well 
as part-time students, credit and many more thousands of non-credit students. 

The College recently conducted a survey of our students that revealed some 
interesting things about their impressions, their thoughts, and the challenges they face. As 
you read through some of the articles that follow, it may be interesting to keep some of 
these survey results in mind. They show a student population at NCC with some signifi -
cant challenges, a fact that makes the accomplishments outlined in the following pages all 
the more amazing.

8 in 10 students work for pay
36 percent are fi rst-generation students
27 percent have children who live with them
18 percent are married
14 percent are taking one or more courses at another institution
11 percent report that English is not their fi rst language

Nearly 80 percent of the students surveyed say that Northampton provides the support 
they need to help them succeed in college, and nearly 70 percent say their experience 
here contributes to their ability to work effectively with others. Combined with student 
satisfaction survey data collected each year, showing NCC students overwhelmingly 
satisfi ed with their experience here, these are reassuring results. After all, students are the 
reason we exist. ◆
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PuLSePuLSe
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt

CALL HER DR. ANASTASAKOS. 
Call her Kiki. Call her 
Pennsylvania Professor 
of the Year. Call her stu-
dents ecstatic. 

In early September, 
the NCC professor re-
ceived a letter from Wash-
ington congratulating her 
on being named one of the 
most outstanding faculty 
members in the country 
by The Carnegie Founda-
tion for Advancement of 
Teaching and the Council 
for the Advancement and 
Support of Education.

“I was shocked,” 
she said.  

Kiki had been nomi-
nated for the prestigious 
award by the College. 
The selection process is 
rigorous. Three panels of 
judges review the teaching 
records, personal statements 
and letters of support for 
outstanding teachers from 
community colleges, bacca-
laureate, master’s, doctoral 
and research institutions all 
over the country.

In an article in the 
Community College Times, 
the president of The Carn-
egie Foundation said judges 

ExCEllenCeCelebrating Good Teaching

Lively discussions are the norm in 
Dr. Anastasakos’s classes at NCC.

Students on Kiki:

“Professor Anastasakos has taught me a very valuable lesson 
– to believe in humanity. Sometimes I feel as though our society 
has lost faith in compassion and kindness. I must admit that before 
meeting Professor Anastasakos, I had lost faith, too. However, her 
motivation to inspire youth and inform them of the basic principles 
of life has allowed me to regain the faith that I had lost.” 

- Sayda Zelaya

Kiki on Teaching:

“From the very fi rst moment I set 
foot inside the classroom nearly 20 years 
ago, I knew that being an effective teach-
er was not easy.  Many of my students 
approached politics with apathy, cyni-
cism or a sense of disempowerment. … 
I decided that if I was going to prepare 
my students to become ‘citizens of the 
world,’ I had to get them involved in what 
was going on outside of the classroom as 
much as in what I was teaching them in 
the classroom – and help them make the 
connection between the two.”

Pennsylvania’s “Professor of the Year” 
Shapes “Citizens of the World”    

PHOTO BY HUB WILLSON
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are looking for faculty 
members who “are not only 
leading their students to de-
velop a deep understanding 
of their respective fi elds … 
but also mirroring examples 
of scholarship, citizenship 
and community involve-
ment that ultimately will 
lead to contributions toward 
a better society and indeed 
a better world.”

They have chosen well 
in Dr. Anastasakos.

Paola Mero 
describes herself 

as “one of many 
students whose gaze at 
the world has been trans-
formed” by the dynamic 
political science professor.

In a letter endorsing 
Dr. Anastasakos’ nomina-
tion, Mero admitted to feel-
ing a little intimidated when 
she walked into her fi rst 
college-level honors course 

with this professor who had 
been highly recommended 
by other students.

“I was taken aback by 
the petite lady who stood 
at the front desk,” she 
recalled. “Her warmth per-
meated the room, and her 
presence felt approachable 
and inviting. Dr. Anastasa-
kos introduced herself by 
her nickname and shared 
with us how she immi-
grated to the United States 
from her native Greece. 
She spoke of the struggles 

she had to overcome 
as a fi rst-generation 
college student to 
obtain her education. 
… for the fi rst time in 
my academic career, I 
felt as though I fi nally 
related to one of my 
professors.”

Mero goes on to 
describe fervent class 
discussions, a dissection 
of writings by great po-
litical leaders, from Nel-
son Mandela to Václav 
Havel, a collaborative 
project on Darfur that 
examined how politi-
cal conceptions shape 
artistic expression, and 
service learning projects 
in grassroots commu-
nity organizations.

“I was hooked 
on the inspiration I 
drew from her,” Mero 
reports. “I registered for 

every course she taught.” 
Sayda Zelaya also 

has taken multiple courses 
with Anastasakos. She 
describes her as “a walking 
encyclopedia” in terms of 
her knowledge of past and 
current events. She also 
likens her to “a modern-day 
Eleanor Roosevelt” because 
of her “passion for human-
ity” and her “ability to open 

students’ eyes to the issues 
affecting our world today.”

How does she do it?
Dr. Elizabeth 

Bugaighis, an NCC dean 
who has worked closely 
with Anastasakos, points to 
a multi-pronged approach 
to teaching that includes 
discussion, group work, 
class presentations, instruc-
tional technology, student 
projects, guest speakers, 
fi eld trips and volunteer 
work in the community.

Dr. Philip Vilardo, a 
sociology professor from 
Howard Community 
College, who led a study- 
abroad trip to Turkey with 
Anastasakos, says her 
approach to teaching is 
Socratic, allowing her “to 
lead her students to uncover 
fl aws in the way they are 
thinking about or explain-
ing an issue and to discover 
in themselves answers they 
never knew they had.”

Vilardo recalls an 
awkward incident that some 
women students had with 
men at a restaurant when 
they were traveling. “While 
listening to the students re-
counting their experience,” 
he said, “Kiki, through a se-
ries of questions, deftly led 
them from a biographical 
account of their experiences 
to a sociological analysis of 
gender dynamics in Turkish 
society. Soon the students 

were discussing and analyz-
ing gender relations in a 
cross-cultural perspective, 
all the while thinking that 
they were having a simple 
discussion of the evening’s 
events. … That is simply 
how Kiki lives, teaching 
every moment in the class-
room of her life.”

Like many faculty 
members, Vilardo praises 
Anastasakos’ “generosity 
as a colleague,” in sharing 
reading lists, course mate-
rials and past experience 
with him, enabling him to 
be more effective.  

That generosity is 
evident in Anastasakos’ 
reaction to receiving the 
award.  “Whatever I did 
successfully,” she told 
a Morning Call reporter 
who was writing about 
her accomplishments, “I 
learned it, borrowed it, or 
even quote-unquote stole 
it from colleagues. … I 
look at it more as a collec-
tive award.”

It’s true. Teaching, at 
its best, is not a competi-
tive sport, but when teach-
ers are at the top of their 
game, students win.

Pennsylvania’s 
Professor of the Year is at 
the top of her game. Her 
students and colleagues 
are the winners.u

by Heidi Butler

A Larger Vision
In late December, Kiki received another honor.  She was selected to 
hold the Robert J. Kopecek Endowed Chair in the Humanities at NCC 
for the next three years. Named for a former president of the College, 
this position enables faculty to undertake a long-tem project that pro-
motes research, initiative and student involvement in the humanities.  
Kiki’s work will focus on “Educating Students for Peaceful Citizenship” 
through a new honors course on peace and confl ict resolution, a con-
ference on that topic, and the establishment of a virtual “Center for 
Peace, Social Justice and Confl ict Resolution.”

Kiki on Students: 
(at last spring’s commencement)

“You have succeeded despite the 
strains of the economic crisis, despite 
home foreclosures and rising unemploy-
ment, despite two wars and the fi nancial 
turmoil on Wall Street. … I admire how 
you have persevered, remained hopeful, 
kept a work ethic and have become deep-
ly engaged in your community and your 
world. … With your energy and resolve, 
you have shown that we can still succeed 
through hard and honest work; that in dif-
fi cult times hope can prevail over despair; 
and that the pursuit of personal success 
need not be at the expense of love and 
empathy for our fellow human beings. 
… We remain confi dent that you will 
continue to combine academic and profes-
sional excellence with active engagement 
in your local and global communities.”
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mONRoE Expanding Access

SHOVELS!
grab your

Take a sneak peek at 
the new campus: Three 
buildings will be clustered 
around a central courtyard 
that will serve as one of many 
gathering places for students.  
The design of the buildings 
and the materials used in 
construction will refl ect the 
beauty of the setting and a 
commitment to green con-
struction.  All buildings will be 
LEED Silver-Certifi ed.  Facili-
ties will include a full-service 
library, state-of-the-art sci-
ence labs, a food court, a child 
care center, meeting rooms 
and athletic fi elds.  There will 
be plenty of room to grow as 
the county grows.

THE WAIT IS OVER!  No 
longer will students have 
to suck in their breath 
when passing in the halls 
at NCC’s Monroe Campus.  
No longer will they have to 
beg administrators to print 
out their papers because 
the printers in the library 
are all tied up. No longer 

will they have to eat lunch 
in their cars because there 
are no seats in the tiny 
cafeteria.

On January 7, 
Governor Rendell signed 
Senate Bill 711 that will 
provide $2.4 million a year 
in gaming revenues for 
the next 20 years to help 

pay for much-needed new 
“digs” for the community 
college in Monroe County.   

The passage of 
the bill came as a huge 
relief to students like 
LeVaughn Nesbitt.  The 
Student Governance 
president admitted that 
last November’s defeat of 

a referendum that would 
have provided the capital 
“took the wind out of us.”  
Although many voters 
agreed the campus would 
be benefi cial, they were 
reluctant to vote for a tax 
increase in the midst of 
tough economic times. 

County offi cials 

MONROE CAMPUS 
CONSTRUCTION
TIMELINE 

THIS SPRING

     
Complete design. Get plans 

approved by Pocono Township, 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation, etc.

SUMMER

     
Secure bids for construction.

Ñ

2010
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had originally wanted to 
fi nance the new campus 
through gaming revenues 
rather than through taxes, 
but earlier legislation 
left the distribution of 
those funds in the hands 
of the State Department 
of Community and 
Economic Development.  
DCED staff pledged $1 
million to the project, 
but declined to make a 
multi-year commitment.  
Legislators from the 
Monroe area redoubled 
their efforts to make sure 
local wishes were heeded 
in SB 711.

“It has been a 
long process,” sighed 
Suzanne McCool, chair 
of the Monroe County 
commissioners. Thanking 
all the community leaders, 
students, parents, and 
college administrators 
who  brought  it to a 
successful conclusion, she 
referred to the theme song 
from the musical Man of 
La Mancha, saying that  
“In this case, we dreamed 
the possible dream.”

County offi cials 
had long ranked the 
construction of a new 
community college as the 
county’s top economic 
development priority. The 

impact will be felt almost 
immediately. During 
construction, the project 
is expected to create more 
than 500 new jobs and to 
generate $46.4 million in 
economic activity.

The College will 
contribute an estimated 
$12.8 million in increased 
economic activity to 
the region after the 
new campus opens 
and will continue to 
be an important source 
of employees and on-
going training for area 
businesses as well as 
a drawing card for 
businesses considering 
relocating to the Poconos.

Located at the 
geographic center of the 
county on 72 acres of 
land convenient to Routes 
715, 80 and 611, the 
campus will be a model 
of green construction with 
classroom buildings, a 
library, tutoring center, 
and a student life center 
that can accommodate 
5,000 students – more 
than twice as many as 
are now shoehorned 
into the building on Old 
Mill Road. After the 
new campus is built, the 
College will continue to 
use the current site for 

non-credit courses to 
facilitate lifelong learning.

McCool pointed 
out that the educational 
opportunities at both sites 
will have an impact that 
will last far longer than a 

single lifetime. “We are not 
planning for next year,” 
she said, “but for many 
years, for our children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.” u

KUDOS
The construction of a new campus is being made possible by 
support from: the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the Penn-
sylvania Department of Community and Economic Development,
gaming funds, a federal grant secured by Senator Arlen Specter and 
U.S. Representative Paul Kanjorski, Contributions from Monroe County 
individuals, companies and organizations that care about students and 
about Monroe County.

LATE SUMMER/
EARLY FALL

    
 Trustees review bids 

and award contracts.

MID-FALL

     
Break ground.

Site mobilization.

SUMMER
     Buildings begin to rise.

FALL

    
 Welcome students 

and the community.

Ñ

DO THE MATH
92 = Number of students enrolled at NCC Monroe in 1988
2,265 = Number of students enrolled at NCC Monroe this year
36,613 =  Number of residents of Monroe County who have taken 

classes at NCC Monroe

Ñ Ñ Ñ

2011 2012
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engagEment Got an Idea? Make It Real

FAB LAB
northampton’s

Calling all arChiteCts, 
artists, Crafters, 
entrepreneurs, wood-
workers and kids! Now 
you can make your ideas 
come alive, thanks to 
Northampton Community 
College’s “Fab Lab” – the 
automated design and 
fabrication manufacturing 
lab housed at the Fowler 
Family Southside Center.  
An open house held last 
semester allowed  the 
public to get a peek at 
some of the possibilities 
the Fab Lab offers.

Paul Pierpoint, 

NCC Southside dean, 
told guests the Fab Lab 
represents “an opportunity 
for innovation – making 
ideas take shape.” 
Entrepreneurs will use 
the Fab Lab to design 
products and create 
prototypes that will 
lead to small start-up 
companies, manufacturing 
and jobs for the area, 
Pierpoint believes. That 
belief is shared by local 
entrepreneur Shahri 
Naghshineh, whose vision 
and generosity led to the 
opening of NCC’s initial 

Fab Lab in 2007.
Then, the equipment 

was just a laser cutter-
etcher networked with 
six computers. Now, the 
Fab Lab boasts a brand-
new rapid prototyper 3D 
printer, CNC router, two 
programmable sewing/
embroidery machines, 
a well-equipped wood 
shop, and 10 new 
computers with a variety 
of 2D and 3D design 
software. The new equip-
ment is courtesy of an 
Economic Development 
Administration Perform-
ance Award given to NCC.

Fab Lab’s technology 
isn’t just for engineers and 
entrepreneurs, though. 
Pierpoint stresses, “It’s for 
artists, kids, crafters with 
ideas, everyone.” To that 
end, NCC offers a variety 
of courses on how to use  
Fab Lab resources, and it 
will make the lab available 
to qualified people, who 
can test out their designs 
and make their dreams 
come to life. u

by Cynthia Tintorri

For information about Fab Lab courses:
Visit www.northampton.edu, click on “Search Courses,”  
and type in “Fab Lab.”
Call toll-free 1-877-543-0998.

It was always fabulous. 
Now it’s even more fabulous. 

From conception to prototype, character animation 
created by Irene Cordero using LightWave 3D animation 

software and Fab Lab technology.

❶ Giraffe made with laser cutter-
etcher. ❷ Machine embroidery 
instructor Lori Hertzog. ❸ Fab Lab 
instructor Devin Tyman.

❶

❷

❸



Michele Pappalardo Named Director 
of NCC’s Center for Technical 
Training and Business Services
Pappalardo is already known to many of the College’s business clients who utilize cus-
tomized contracted training.  In her new role, she will continue to oversee those programs 
and work with  individuals who want to improve their job performance and marketabil-
ity through job-related diploma, certifi cate or degree programs. She particularly looks 
forward to working with companies interested in training involving green technologies 
and alternative energies. NCC’s Center for Technical Training and Business Services is 
part of the College’s Center for Business and Industry (CBI). CBI is highly regarded for its 
consulting services, team and leadership training, training resources for human resource 
departments, and corporate and public safety instruction.

Improving Safety in the Workplace
Speaking of corporate and public safety, NCC has provided training for fi re and res-
cue personnel for many years. Since Columbine and 9-11, the College has taken 
on a larger role in helping to improve safety in schools and workplaces, through 
training programs tailored to those environments. Some involve OSHA (U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor Occupational Safety & Health Administration) training. In December, 
the College became part of an alliance in which the local OSHA offi ce, the College, 
the Lehigh Valley Area Labor-Management Council and the American Red Cross of 
the Greater Lehigh Valley will work together on programs to protect the health and 
safety of area workers.

New Jobs are in the Cards  
Hospitality has always been an important industry in the Poconos. Its importance in 
the Lehigh Valley is growing. With the state legislature’s recent authorization of table 
games, the Sands Casino in Bethlehem and Mount Airy Casino in Monroe County 
expect to hire 675-900 new employees. Starting this spring, the Hospitality Career In-
stitute at NCC will offer a full array of training to meet the demand for dealers. Classes 
will be scheduled in both counties and are expected to involve 20 hours of instruction 
per week for 8-12 weeks. The cost of the full program will run $1,100-$1,600.

Especially for Healthcare 
Professionals
Next fall, NCC’s Center for Healthcare Education will host a two-day conference 
to provide continuing education and networking opportunities for allied health 
professionals. In addition to hearing a keynote speaker, attendees will be able 
to select workshops from three tracks: leadership/management, technology, 
and clinical/education, earning 15 contact hours if they participate for both 
days or 7.5 hours for one. The dates for the conference are October 11 and 12. 
The fee is $125/day. The conference will be open to all allied health person-
nel including nurses, surgical technicians, emergency medical technicians and 
social workers. For more information, go to www.northampton.edu/che. u

               iN BriEFTaking Care Of Business

Join Northampton 
Community College’s 

Heritage Society

Your contributions make it 

possible for future students to 

obtain a low-cost, high-quality 

college education.

Include Northampton Community 

College in your estate plans 

or contact the Institutional 

Advancement Planned 

Giving Office at 

610.861.5449

CLASS OF 2023
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Face Time With A CEO

ECONOMY
a banker’s view of the

THE PRESIDENT AND CEO 
of ESSA Bank & Trust, 
Gary Olson, discussed 
“Adventures of Community 
Banking” with a large 
audience of students and 
community members 
this fall as the fi rst-ever 
Executive-in-Residence 
at the Monroe Campus. 
The business leader spent 
an entire day on campus, 
breakfasting and lunching 
with students and meeting 
with them in class and in 
small groups.

Olson described his 
career as an adventure. As 
a young college graduate in 
physical education, Olson 
followed a neighbor’s 
advice and applied for a 
job as an appraiser for the 

local savings and loan bank, 
which is now ESSA. A 
few years later, when the 
organizational chart was 
being developed, Olson 
was asked to choose a slot 
for himself; accordingly, he 
became vice president of the 
bank at the age of 26. 

“I was the only one 
at the bank who got such 
a choice,” Olson said. “It 
was because I was the only 
one with a college degree.” 
He urged students to see 
their educations through.  
“College teaches you how 
to think at a higher level, 
no matter what you major 
in. You can think problems 
through, you can take 
on more responsibility.” 
Employers, he said, 

recognize and value these 
abilities. 

Olson experienced 
changes, over time, in the 
banking industry, including 
deregulation, the savings 
and loan crisis of the late 
1980s and the current 
fi nancial crisis, prompting 
new adventures.

In a marketing class,
Olson mapped out ESSA’s
guidelines for marketing 
success. “Our employees are 
our most important asset,” 
he said. “Employees
who are treated ethically 
and fairly are most likely to 
stay with a company, treat 
its customers well and 
see those customers 
coming back.”  

Meeting with the 
Student Investment 
Group, Olson discussed 
the decision to make the 
company public, as well 
as the bank’s commitment 

to giving back to the 
community.

DOES OLSON SEE A FUTURE IN 
BANKING FOR TODAY’S COL-
LEGE STUDENTS?  Although 
the number of banks has 
diminished, he says that 
those remaining will need 
“really good people to run 
them.”  ESSA hired eight 
college graduates in a three-
month period last year.  

Students valued their 
time with Olson. “I learned 
a lot about banking I didn’t 
know,” said Herb Henry, a 
computer technology major. 
“The part about taking the 
company public especially 
interested me.”

The Executive-in-
Residence program at NCC 
Monroe was made possible 
through a grant from Wall 
Street West, funded by the 
U.S. Department of Labor. u

by Myra Saturen

enGaGEment

Later in the day, the Executive-in-Residence met privately with the 
Student Investment Group and their advisor, Assistant Professor 
of Business Karen Britt (in navy).

Executive-in-Residence Gary Olson gives students his take on the impact the 
recession has had on Wall Street and on Main Street.
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WITH NCC ONLINE

On Facebook
Search for “Sam Spartan” and become a fan of 
Northampton Community College
www.facebook.com

On YouTube
NCC’s YouTube Channel:
www.youtube.com/user/SamSpartanNCC

On LinkedIn
Search under Groups for Northampton Community 
College Faculty & Staff or Northampton Community 
College Students & Alumni
www.linkedin.com

On Flickr
Join the Northampton Community College Group
www.flickr.com

On Twitter
www.twitter.com/northamptoncomm

On Northampton.edu
On Discoverncc.com

HANG OUT
students take stock of 
WALL STREET
If you had a million dollars to invest, what would you 
do with it? With support from a Wall Street West grant, a student 
investment group at NCC’s Monroe Campus developed a fi ctional port-
folio and tracked their “investments,” with advice from speakers from 
local investment fi rms. Students made individual “picks” and defended 
them, then decided on investments as a group. In their fi rst few months,  
their portfolio “earned” $41,000 in fi ctional dollars, but the real value 
came in the learning. “With what the investment group has 
taught me,” says business administration major Jason 
Firch, “I will be able to make an informed decision 
when I want to actively trade.”

This fall, the student investment group traveled to New York 
City with Assistant Professor of Business Karen Britt and Assistant 
Professor of History Sholomo Levy. There they got to see E*TRADE in 
action, watching brokers as they bought and sold via the Internet. They 
also took a guided tour of the Museum of American Finance on Wall 
Street where they learned about the life of Alexander Hamilton, the 
“architect of the American fi nancial system,” and about the creation of 
Wall Street, where a literal wall once protected the Dutch proprietors 
of New Amsterdam from their English competitors. Hearing about the 
development of the Federal Reserve, the fi nancial rating agencies, the 
current recession, and the development of the fi rst credit card company, 
Diners Club, made for a very profi table day! u
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hAppeNiNGs Mark Your Calendar

Earth Day Festivities

Fine DiningArt
March 1 – 31
ANNUAL NEW ARTS EXHIBIT
Featuring Don Voisine, Painter
March 4, Gallery Talk: 3:30 – 4:30 
p.m., Reception: 5 -6 p.m.,
Gallery, Communications Hall

March 31 – April 1
TRAIL OF TEARS: THE JOURNEY 
OF SURVIVAL AND SUCCESS
Through historical illustrations, photos, 
literature, video documentaries and 
authentic artifacts, explore the beauty 
of the unique culture of the nations of 
the Cherokee, Iroquois, Seminole and 
Navajo. Student Life Zone

April 9 – 25
PATRICK KRAUS DRAWING EXHI-
BITION First-year drawing students 
exhibit their best work in honor of 
Patrick J. Kraus, a talented artist who 
attended NCC from 1985-1986. 
Awards Ceremony: April 20, 11 a.m.,
Gallery, Communications Hall 

May 3 – May 16
ANNUAL EXHIBITION BY NCC 
FINE ARTS STUDENTS. May 6,
Artists Talk: 3:30 – 5 p.m., Room 146, 
College Center. Reception: 5 – 6 p.m., 
Gallery, Communications Hall

Theatre
March 9 – 12
SYMPATHETIC MAGIC
An eclectic gathering of characters 
search for meaning in the mysteries 
of the unexplored universe. 
March 9, 11, 12, 7:30 p.m., March 
10, 3:30 p.m. Norman R. Roberts Lab 
Theatre (limited seating) 

April 16 – 19
THE DIVINERS An earthy, funny and 
tragic play directed by Janice Marie 
Wolf, assistant professor of communi-
cation/theatre. 
April 16 & 17, 7:30 p.m.
April 18 & 19, 3 p.m.
Lipkin Theatre

Fun
June 2
ALUMNI SUMMER LUAU 
Start the summer island-style. Enjoy a 
casual night out with music and great 
food. 6 p.m., Alumni Hall.

Movie Screenings
May 4
MUSIC BY PRUDENCE 
A moving documentary about a young 
Zimbabwean singer-songwriter who 
has succeeded in a society where 
disabilities are sometimes attributed 
to witchcraft. This Oscar-contender 
was produced by NCC graduate Roger 
Ross Williams who will return to NCC 
for the screening.11 a.m., Location: 
Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall

Celebrations
April 29
AWARDS CONVOCATION
Applaud a year’s worth of academic 
accomplishments by our students.
3:30 p.m., Lipkin Theatre

May 27
SPRING COMMENCEMENT
See NCC’s graduates shine!
6:30 p.m., Spartan Center

Conferences and 
Workshops 
March 19
TECHNOLOGY FOR 
LEARNING CONFERENCE
First annual Technology for Learning 
Conference. 8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.,
Laub Lounge

March 27
16TH ANNUAL UNDERGRADUATE 
WOMEN’S STUDIES 
CONFERENCE
Hosted by NCC for the fi rst time, this 
conference will feature academic 
papers, research projects, videos, 
paintings, photography, poetry and 
dance by students from many area 
colleges.  Sponsored by the Lehigh 
Valley Association of Independent 
Colleges . 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Registration: David A. Reed 
Community Room, $15

April 21
ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROFESSIONALS DAY
Deadline for registration is April 14. 
11:45 a.m. – 4 p.m., Fowler Family 
Southside Center, Room 605. $50
For more information or to register, 
call 1-877-543-0998.

 
March 20 – 21
2010 LEHIGH VALLEY GREEN 
BUILDING EXPO
Exhibitors, poster presentations, 
workshops and demonstrations for 
the public, businesses and building 
professionals to learn more about 
green building practices – what they 
are and how to fi nd the right product, 
designer, contractor or builder. 
March 20, 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
March 21, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Spartan Center, $5. For more 
information, call 610-861-5577.

April 20
COHEN LECTURE
Søren Jensen, deputy chief head 
of mission, Embassy of Denmark, 
will discuss “Energy Security and 
Climate Change:  The Danish 
Experience in Energy Effi ciency, 
Sustainability and Independence.” 
11 a.m. - noon, Lipkin Theatre

April 22
TRIBUTE GARDEN DEDICATION
On the 40th anniversary of Earth 
Day, we will dedicate the 2009 gifts 
to the Tribute Garden. 11:30 a.m., 
Tribute Garden

April 5 – 6
CHEF-IN-RESIDENCE
Sodexo Regional Executive Chef Tomas Garrido will prepare dishes you can serve 
at home or enjoy a gourmet dinner prepared by Chef Garrido and NCC’s culinary 
arts students. April 5, 6 p.m., Cooking Demonstration, Lipkin Theatre, $10 per ticket 
includes recipes and a tasting. April 6 at 6 p.m., Hampton Winds Restaurant, $100 
per ticket to benefi t the Hotel, Restaurant & Culinary Arts Endowment Fund. For 
information or to register, call 610-861-5519. 
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Crafts

Music, Dance and Poetry

Reservations are required for some events. 
Call 610-861-5300 or 570-620-9317 
for more information. 

March 13
ANNUAL SPRING CRAFT FAIR
Admire the work of many of the 
region’s fi nest crafters. 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m., $2 general public/$1 55+/free 
for children under 12, Spartan Center

April 17
PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN 
HERITAGE CRAFTS DAY
NCC has teamed up with the Read-
ing Berks Guild of Craftsmen and the 
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heri-
tage Center. Pre-registration required 

by April 9. 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., Cultural 
Heritage Center, Kutztown University
For more information or to register, 
call toll-free 1-877-543-0998.

April 9 
OPEN FLOOR/OPEN MIC Enjoy a 
night of dancing, singing, poetry or 
other forms of self-expression. 
6:30 p.m., Student Life Zone
$3 students/$5 public

April 15
LEN ROBERTS POETRY DAY
This year, NCC presents Marge 
Piercy, a passionate poet and author 

who draws ideas 
from past experienc-
es. She is the author 
of 17 novels, 17 
volumes of poetry and 
a critically acclaimed 
memoir, Sleeping 
with Cats. 11 a.m., 

Lipkin Theatre, 4 p.m., Community 
Room, Monroe Campus

April 24 – 25
MASTER DANCE CLASS WEEK-
END Celebrate National Dance Week 
by participating in classes in ballet, 
modern jazz, swing, African and lyrical 

dance taught by dancers from Phila-
delphia and New York. Rooms 164, 
165, College Center. $10 students/$15 
public. For more information or to 
register, e-mail nschultz-kahwaty@
northampton.edu or trobinson-
scott@northampton.edu.

April 30
SPRING CONCERT The NCC 
Community Chorus, “Bel Canto 
Dalle Stelle,” will inspire you to new 
heights with musical selections “Cel-
ebrating the Human Spirit.” 7:30 p.m., 
Lipkin Theatre. $5 donation to support 
the music programs or a canned food 
item to benefi t the needy.  

May 6 – 8
DANCE CONCERT This concert will 
be a culmination of the year’s work 
by NCC dancers. See them in action! 
May 6, 11 a.m., May 7, 7 p.m., May 
8, 2 p.m., Norman R. Roberts Lab 
Theatre. (Limited seating)

Main Campus: 11 a.m.: March 9, 
April 6. 3:30 p.m.: March 23, April 22.
For more information or to register, 
call 610-861-5500. Tours begin in the 
Student Enrollment Center.

Monroe Campus: 10 a.m.: March 17, 
April 21, May 19. 4 p.m.: March 2, April 
6, May 4. For more information or to 
register, call 570-620-9221 ext. 203.

March 27
MONROE CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE
Explore the many fi elds of study of-
fered at NCC, meet faculty members 
and get your questions answered by 
the pros in admissions, fi nancial aid 
and career services. Get the scoop 
on plans for the new campus. Snow 
date: April 10, 10 a.m. – noon. Com-
munity Room, Monroe Campus. 

MEET THE AUTHORS
Treat a child to the chance to meet a 
real author and to learn what inspired 
a story. Win a free book or purchase 
one from the author. 

March 13: David Lubar
My Rotten Life: Nathan Abercrombie, 
Accidental Zombie  (Grades 2 – 7) 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

April 24: Chrysa Smith
The Adventures of the Poodle Posse 
(Pre-school – Grade 3) 10 – 11 a.m. 

Location: Cops-n-Kids Reading Room , 
Fowler Family Southside Center
For more information or to register, call 
toll-free 1-877-543-0998.

First Saturdays at the Reading 
Room with Special Guests. 
10 a.m. – noon, March 6: Larry 
Sceurman, Storyteller, April 3: Dr. 
Joe Sexton, May 1: Dr. Eileen 
Mera, Veterinarian

Third Saturdays in the Reading 
Room  ACTIVITIES WITH THE 
MORNING STAR ROTARY
10 a.m. – noon, March 20, April 17 
and May 15.  

For more information or to register, 
call 610-861-5526

The Reading Room is also open to the 
public Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
and other fi rst and third Saturdays of 
the month from September – May, 
10 a.m. – noon. No pre-registration is 
needed on those days.

April 10
YOUTH CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP
Ninth annual spring scholastic chess 
championship for ages 18 and under. 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. $30 pre-registra-
tion/$35 at the door. 2nd Floor, College 
Center. For information or to register, 
call 610-861-4120 or visit www.
northampton.edu/youth. 

April 24
THE COPS-N-KIDS 
CELEBRATION OF READING
A fun-fi lled day for the entire family 
celebrating reading through books, 
activities and food. Sponsored by 
Quota International of Bethlehem and 
PA State Education Association. 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Fowler Family South-
side Center, outside u

For Future College Students and 
Their Families

Where are you going next year? Picture yourself at NCC while touring the 
campus and get answers to any questions you may have.

Especially for Youth
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Chef-in-Residence
Bon appétit! Left to right: John and Kate Haney and 
Pam and Dave Kennedy get a behind-the-scenes peek at 
preparations for the gourmet dinner during the reception. 

⑤

Alumni Awards
A great mix of guests attended the annual 
Alumni Awards Mixer:
❶ Alumni board member Andrea Weismiller ‘01 and 
husband Dustin. ❷ Left to right: Dr. Edward Salgado, 
Pat Richardson, Dr. Arnold Cook and Dr. Richard C. Rich-
ardson, NCC’s fi rst president. ❸ Eileen Colahan ’72 and 
daughter-in-law Diana Rodebaugh Colahan ‘02. ❹ Marie 
Matyas ’70 and Ray Wagner. ❺ Attorneys Martye Cohen 
and Honoree Dennis Feeley ‘73.

②①

③ ④

A sampling of snapshots from recent NCC events

ALUMNI AWARDS & HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE BY HUB WILLSON/ALL OTHERS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

NCC SeenNCC Seen  
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Laureate Society
Inductees, left to right: Brian ’75 and Denise ‘75 McCall with Dr. Art Scott 
and Foundation Board Chairman Bruce Palmer.

Foundation Dinner
Attorney Bill Cramer (left) chats with Foundation board members 
Keith Lombardi and his wife Audrey, and with Steven Hovey and 
his wife Nancy (at right).

①

②

Holiday Boutique
❶ Stylin: NCC’s first-ever holiday boutique featured a talent show 
with models (left to right): Elizabeth Bugaighis, Karen Britt, Bhamini 
Amin, Sally Jablonski ‘78, Diane Martin, Donna Taggart ‘73, and Alisa 
Tongg-Weiler. ❷ Guests enjoyed a girls’ night out where every purchase 
benefited the College. u
 

NCC Seen 
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new chapters
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They’re resilient and optimistic. 
They love to learn new things 
and take new chances. 
 With the help of NCC’s tuition waiver program, the four students you 

are about to meet have turned setbacks into opportunities. Instead of 

dreading the future, they are eager to move forward.

Recession Brings Adults Back to School
By Myra Saturen/Photography By Philip Stein
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Returning to school after 25 years was a scary leap for Penny Kelemen.  
But now the mother of two grown sons has fresh credentials and is  
embarking on a new career.
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.  Within two years, Penny Kelemen faced a series of blows: a divorce 
after 23 years, the loss of her retail job and finally, a diagnosis of 
cancer. The layoff and the diagnosis came during the same month, 
February 2009. 

After recovering from cancer surgery, Kelemen diligently 
searched for another job, but could not find one during a deepen-
ing recession. The 47-year-old mother of two grown sons and the 
grandmother of a 7 year old then made a decision: “If I can’t do 
anything with my credentials,” she said, “I’ll get new ones.” Toward 
this goal, she enrolled at Northampton Community College through 
the tuition waiver program. 

“I was always interested in law,” Kelemen says. Fittingly, she 
made the paralegal pro-
gram her major. She 
signed up for family law, 
real estate law, introduc-
tion to paralegal studies, 
and a computer course.  

Returning to school 
after 25 years wasn’t 
easy for the Temple Uni-
versity graduate and for-
mer executive at Clear 
Channel Communications. “I had butterflies in my stomach,” she 
says, as she recalls walking into a classroom filled with students 
younger than her sons. She had to learn new skills such as touch-
typing. The volume of reading proved challenging, too. Most daunt-
ing of all was the prospect of taking exams, but on her very first test, 
she got an A, the first in a string of them.  

Kelemen quickly found that she loved her classes and that stu-
dents, faculty and staff proved warm and welcoming. “The pro-
fessors here are wonderful,” she says. “Every day I feel like I’ve 
learned something new. It makes me feel young.” She also devel-
oped a focus on her studies, a single-mindedness she lacked as a 
younger student. 

Kelemen is excited about starting a new career as a paralegal. 
Knowing how important it is for people in trying circumstances 
to have counsel, she plans to specialize in family law. The choice 
comes naturally to Kelemen. The Hellertown resident was raised in 
a close-knit, community-minded family. “I want to be able to help 
everyone who comes into the office where I’ll work,” she says. “A 
paralegal has the ability to assist the law firm and also to comfort 
and hold the hands of people who are going through difficult times.”

Penny Kelemen     a desire to give back

Tuition Waiver Program

Activated in the fall of 2008 in response to 

the economic crisis, NCC’s tuition waiver 

program enables residents of Northampton 

and Monroe counties who have been laid off 

from a full-time position within the last year 

to earn up to 12 credits in eligible programs 

or to enroll in some non-credit work-related 

classes at no charge.

The program has been extended through the 

fall of 2010. To apply, go to http://bit.ly/br45qh

Kelemen is excited about starting a new career 
as a paralegal. Knowing how important it is for 
people in trying circumstances to have counsel, 
she plans to specialize in family law.
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After Jareth Grealish was laid off, he resolved to build upon his work 
experience to redirect his career.
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Jareth Grealish, 39, also went back to school after a long hiatus.  
Not that a classroom was something new. In a lifelong pursuit 
of knowledge, the Upper Nazareth resident had taken numerous 
courses at many colleges in music, writing, art history and comic 
book creation, without ever getting a degree. But he learned that 
having a degree is important. “Not having a degree was limiting, 
especially during an economic crisis,” he says.  

Despite a long career in graphic design, advertising and 
marketing — including working on  the popular children’s pub-
lication Highlights magazine — the recession hit Grealish hard; 
in November 2009, he was laid off from his job as print and 
quality control manager at Rodale.

He resolved to build upon his work experience to redirect 
his career. Grealish heard about NCC’s tuition waiver program 
through his wife, a hairdresser, who heard about it from a client. 
She urged him to enroll. Grealish chose 
the communication design major, know-
ing he could enhance his marketabil-
ity with a broadened skill set, including 
Web design.  

Although Grealish is no stranger 
to classrooms, being a full-time student 
at NCC is different from taking classes 
here and there. For the fi rst time in over 
20 years, he is carrying a full semester 
course load. With two young children, a home and the need to 
piece together a living from guitar lessons, juggling time is an 
acrobatic feat.  

Adjusting to younger classmates also took some mental 
gymnastics. “It was culture shock,” he says. “Here I was, in my 
late 30s, very serious and determined, among younger people 
just learning the ropes. The age difference became an education 
in itself. I am learning about aspects of culture and society I had 
been insulated from.”  

Grealish’s intellectual curiosity has always brought breadth 
and depth to his thinking. At NCC, he has developed new en-
thusiasms. His American History II class intrigued him. “I was 
surprised at how passionate I became about the material,” he 
says. “I read voraciously. I intend to keep on studying history.”

Enrolling at NCC has taught him where his greatest 
strengths lie. He is glad that other people are having the same 
chances and wishes even more would take advantage of it.

“The tuition waiver program is giving people opportuni-
ties they otherwise would not have had,” he says. “The more 
educated we become, as a society, the better we will be, eco-
nomically and culturally.” 

Grealish chose the communication design 
major, knowing he could enhance his 
marketability with a broadened skill set, 
including Web design.  

Jareth Grealish     tuning up his resumé 
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For Victor Ganchoso, who hadn’t been in a classroom in decades, the 
thought of having to write college term papers was terrifying.
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Thirty-seven-year-old Victor Ganchoso received a notice about 
the tuition waiver program in the mail one morning. The eve-
ning of the same day, he registered for the program.  

The electrical construction technology major was already a 
student at the College, receiving partial fi nancial aid, but strug-
gling with expenses. Ganchoso’s wife, Robin, was and still is 
studying at NCC, taking prerequisites to apply to the nursing 
program. She  wholeheartedly encouraged her husband to return 
to school.  

Raised in New York and Allentown, Ganchoso completed 
the ninth grade and earned his GED in 1996. He was working 
for an architectural construction company when the company’s 
declining business sent Ganchoso into unemployment.  

The role of student overwhelmed 
Ganchoso at the beginning. “I hadn’t 
been in a classroom in decades,” says 
the Bethlehem resident and father of two 
children, ages 17 and 9. “It was scary 
and stressful in the beginning. But my 
instructors made me feel comfortable.”

Success in his coursework further 
heartened Ganchoso. “If I can do it here, 
I can keep on going,” he told himself.    

Nevertheless, some hurdles appeared along the way. Gan-
choso’s biggest obstacle was writing. He felt confi dent express-
ing himself in speech but had diffi culty putting his thoughts onto 
paper. Taking basic English classes helped him. Ganchoso also 
had to conquer his fear of public speaking. Although everyday 
conversation came easily to him, public speaking did not. He felt 
shy about talking in front of a group of people he did not know. 
His speech communication class, required for his major, taught 
him to be more at ease before an audience.   

Ganchoso says that his life has been enhanced by coming to 
NCC.  “I’m learning a lot, speaking out more, opening up.  

“I like the atmosphere here. I know that I am accomplishing 
things,” Ganchoso said.  

One of his early accomplishments included earning an A. 
“It was a good feeling,” he says. “It was the fi rst A I’d gotten in 
a long time. Now I strive to get nothing less.”

Ganchoso’s goal is to graduate from NCC in 2011 and go on 
to become a journeyman, doing electrical work for commercial 
and residential use. “Nothing’s going to stop me now. I really 
want this career.”  

Ganchoso says that his life has been 
enhanced by coming to NCC. “I’m learning 
a lot, speaking out more, opening up.” 

Victor Ganchoso     the power of education 

With funding from the 

federal stimulus package, 

CareerLink Lehigh Valley 

is making it possible for 

some students enrolled in 

the tuition waiver program 

to continue their education 

through degree completion.
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Deb Schaffner fi nds inspiration in studying beside students much younger 
than herself and strives to be a role model for them.
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Deb Schaffner, of Bethlehem, enrolled in the tuition waiver program at the age of 53. She 
had lost her job at Air Products, where she had worked for 15 years as a business project 
administrative specialist, purchasing materials for engineers in the nitrogen and oxygen 
sections and coordinating support systems for projects.  

While going through a career transitions program after her layoff, Schaffner attended 
a career expo at NCC in April 2009. There she found out about the tuition waiver pro-
gram. The following summer, she spoke to an NCC counselor, and by the fall, she was 
enrolled as a business management major.  

“I’m doing things backwards,” says Schaffner with a smile. “I had my work experi-
ence fi rst, and now I am back in school.”  

Except for an accounting course she took at NCC in 2007, Schaffner had not 
occupied a classroom seat for 15 years, when she used to take classes sporadically while 
raising her son.

Schaffner’s son, now a physical education teacher in the Bethlehem Area School Dis-
trict, has been helpful and supportive, as has her husband, an Air Products employee and 
an NCC alumnus in accounting.  

Her family’s encouragement helped 
Schaffner embark on her academic quest 
with self-assurance. Nevertheless, she felt 
nervous. “At fi rst, I was anxious. I was 
panicked,” she says. “I worried about all 
the things I must have forgotten. I had to 
revamp my whole mindset.” 

To help herself over the transition, 
Schaffner sought assistance from the 
NCC Learning Center. Working with tutor Warren Achey, she relearned study skills and 
basic information and refi ned the art of taking notes. Virginia Coleman, academic ad-
visor/CareerLink specialist, and Karen Veres, director of career services, bolstered her 
confi dence about re-entering the job market.

Once enrolled, Schaffner had to hone her time management skills. This discipline has 
yielded academic and personal benefi ts. “When you’ve had a demanding job and lost it, it is 
important to have structure, and it is good for the mind and soul to keep active and be work-
ing toward a goal. It’s important for your sense of self-worth,” she says.  

The rigors of schoolwork have necessitated sacrifi ces, albeit temporary ones. Schaff-
ner has less time, for example, to spend with her family and friends; persevering with 
her academic goals has, for the time being, preempted most social and leisure activities. 
Schaffner’s goals are clear:  “You have to make a decision, a commitment and stick with 
it,” she says.  

Still, Schaffner is delighted to be back in school. She appreciates the variety of topics 
her courses cover and believes this diversity will stand her in good stead when she returns 
to the business world. Events and college resources, such as the Paul and Harriett Mack 
Library, expand Schaffner’s education even further. “The whole atmosphere is energiz-
ing,” she says.  

Schaffner fi nds inspiration in studying beside students much younger than herself 
and strives to be a role model for them. After completing her studies, she wants to continue 
to motivate others and help them meet their goals.   

Like other adults who have enrolled through the tuition waiver program, Schaffner 
has found, “One door closes, and another one opens.” u

Deb Schaffner     full of optimism and determination 

“When you’ve had a demanding job and 
lost it, it is important to have structure, and 
it is good for the mind and soul to keep 
active and be working toward a goal.”
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Our Reason for Being
“Recognizing that students are the primary reason that Northampton 
Community College exists, we seek to provide excellent, accessible 
and comprehensive learning experiences … ” 

NCC’s student-centered mission statement says it all. Students 
are the College’s reason for being.   

Who are these students? The answers are as many-faceted as 
the tens of thousands of individuals who make up the College’s 
credit and non-credit student population. The individual stories in 
these pages bring to life Northampton’s stated values: 

Educational quality, creative problem solving and adaptability, 
commitment to the environment, responsibility for our growth 
and development, and engagement with global communities.

What better expression of these values than the stories of our own 
students: our reason for being!

Photography By Philip Stein
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As a boy of 7, Seth Smith turned 
the fl oor of his room into tiny cities, buildings he 
designed with LEGO ® blocks. As miniature-city 
planner, Smith graced his home in Rosamond, 
California, with his make-believe towns. 

Seth’s early interest in architecture grew 
when he had the opportunity to work with an 
uncle, Michael Smith, one of three of his uncles 
who are construction foremen. 

“I always had an interest in designing,” 
Smith says. “And I learned how to think out 
of the box, how to bend the rules yet still be 
able to do what I wanted.” Later, career apti-
tude tests affi rmed the yen for architecture he 
always knew was there.    

When he starts snapping together the 
real mortar and brick, it will be in the same 
sunny climes as those fi rst plastic munici-
palities. “I lived in Southern California for 16 
years,” Smith says. “My parents moved here 
when the economy hit about fi ve years ago, 
and my dad was looking for work.” Now, even 

though Smith has one brother at Northampton, 
one ready to enroll, and his father fi nishing a 
business degree, as soon as he fi nishes his NCC 
degree, he’s headed back home to start a bach-
elor’s program either at Woodbury University in 
Burbank or the NewSchool of Architecture and 
Design in San Diego. 

“I can’t stand snow,” he explains. “The 
most weather you get in Southern California 
is wind.” 

SoCal winds have another attraction for 
Smith: wind power. In fact, green architecture 
plays big in the budding architect’s future. “I 
want to be LEED certifi ed,” he says, referring 
to the acronym for Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, the recognized standard 
for measuring building sustainability adminis-
tered by the U.S. Green Building Council. Build-
ing green can also infl uence the mood a place 
can give. As Smith explains: “Architecture is 
not just the art of designing a building, but a 
feeling as well.”

Smith is excited about practicing 
sustainable design in California, 
where he feels he can use the 
wind and sun, and even water, 
to great advantage. And that 
translates into energy savings 
on a large scale, which in turn 
can mean a less-stressed popu-
lation. “If you’re not stressed 
over paying high utility bills,” 
he explains, “or if you’re selling 
your own energy back to the 
energy companies, you’re not 
as stressed and don’t pass that 
stress on to other people. Also, 
making transportation from one 
spot to another easier makes the 
whole community a better place 
to be. One reason I like architec-
ture is that you can influence 
things like that.”

by James L Johnson

An Architect of Winds 
Seth Smith 
An architect student who aspires to 

one day contribute his vision to

sustainable design.
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With her cowboy hat in the back 
seat and Gunpowder and Lead blaring from 
her car, it’s easy to guess that Nicole Dona-
tone is a country girl at heart. But she isn’t just 
your ordinary honky tonk fan. Donatone has 
some big-time goals to live out her bluegrass 
dreams. She hopes to one day move to Nash-
ville and become a successful country singer. 
And she happens to be well on her way.

At just 22 years old, the Great Meadows, 
N.J., native has a growing list of accomplish-
ments in the music industry to back her talent. 
One of her proudest moments was opening for 
country music icon Willie Nelson when she was 
13. She was barely a teenager, but Donatone 
was already wowing crowds with living legends. 
And that car with the cowboy hat and resounding 
music – her prize for standing out amongst ,1000 
auditioners and winning fi rst place in UPN 57 
Philadelphia’s “Gimme the Mike” competition. 
Fresh out of high school, Donatone was feeling 
the perks of proving she’s the real deal. 

More recently, Donatone has continued 
performing at various venues. Last November, 
she opened for country singer Tracy Byrd at 
Penn’s Peak, where she also interns. She also 
introduced popular country artist Josh Turner 
there on November 21, and then the next day 
performed for RCN TV 4’s Dream Come True 

Telethon to benefi t terminally ill children. 
Donatone also has sung at fairs, restaurants, 
NCC graduation and charity events. 

Donatone’s contribution to her community 
is rooted in the constant support she receives 
from her family. “Both my mom and dad have 
always been by my side and very supportive 
of everything I choose to do. They’ve never 
pushed me into anything I didn’t want to do 
and have always helped me make the right 
choices,” Donatone said. 

And she spreads that support to her 
younger sister, too. “Kayla loves singing as 
well, and I try to bring her up on stage with me 
so she can learn and follow in my footsteps,” 
Donatone said. 

When Donatone isn’t busy with her 
series of live performances, she spends time 
recording her music. So far, she has produced 
two self-titled albums and one Christmas CD, 
A Warm and Cozy Christmas. They have all 
sold out. 

“I plan on making more in the upcom-
ing year,” Donatone said. “I would like to 
start writing more of my own music and put 
an original CD together. I feel like writing my 
own music brings out who I am as an artist 
and person, and I would love to share it with 
people,” she said.  

Winner of this semester’s Arnt’s 
scholarhip, Donatone is currently 
in her second year at NCC as a 
radio/TV major and attributes 
her knowledgeable experience 
to Professor Mario Acerra. As 
she anticipates graduation, she 
hopes to use the skills NCC has 
sharpened and the information 
she’s gained about the back-
ground of the entertainment 
industry to further her career 
as an artist, especially once she 
hits Nashville.

by Amanda Nelson
The above profile was 

written by Amanda 
Nelson, a second-year 

radio/TV major. The 
oldest of six siblings, 
Nelson lives in Beth-
lehem. She loves to 
write and hopes to 

apply her literary skills 
in a career in media.

Small-Town Girl, Big-City Dreams 
Nicole Donatone 
Donatone hopes to one day move to Nashville 

and become a successful country singer. 
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 1. My name is Trevor Chernuka.
2.  I am majoring in automotive technology at Northampton 

Community College.
 3. The chicken quesadillas in the cafeteria are amazing.
 4.  Victor Bast, an automotive technology professor at NCC, is my 

favorite professor because he helps me out whenever I have a 
question or a problem.

 5. I play bass and sing in a band called Life Like Fiction.
6.  The picnic benches are the best place to chill other than 

in the cafeteria.
 7.  My favorite sport to play is soccer, but my favorite sport 

to watch is hockey.
8. My favorite type of music is metalcore.

 9. My favorite band is Nightwish.
 10.  Tim Molchany, a professor in the communication/theatre 

department at NCC, was the best speech teacher ever.
 11. My favorite academic class was speech because of the professor.
 12.  I have two cars: a 1991 Pontiac Firebird Formula 2 that’s my 

project car and a 1990 Eagle Talon TSI for everyday driving.
 13.  After getting my associate’s degree in applied science at 

NCC, I’m going to major in mechanical engineering, possibly 
at Lehigh University.

14. The best movie is easily The Boondock Saints.
 15. I love watching NCIS, Scrubs and Family Guy.
 16. In between classes, I love to chill with my friends.
 17. The campus is beautiful in the fall with all of the colorful leaves.
 18. I can play bass guitar, drums, and do vocals.
 19. Unfortunately, I am a girlfriendless guy.
 20. The records offi ce has some of the nicest people.
 21.  Chilling at the dorms and apartments is the best way to 

pass time at night.
 22. I love to play shows and go to shows.
 23. My two favorite book series are The Divine Comedy and Twilight.
 24.  I met Bullet For My Valentine, hung out on their tour bus, 

and they used some of my lyrics, too!
 25. I am more than happy I decided to come to this school.

 
CHERNUKA

trevor
25 Things About Me And NCC
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 1. My name is Courtney Masiado.
 2. I am majoring in radiography.
 3.  The reason I chose this major was because I want to work 

closely with people to assist them with their diagnoses and 
treatment. 

4.  I chose NCC not only for the program, but for the fl exibility of 
classes, diversity of students, and the affordability.

 5.  I am currently serving an internship at St. Luke’s Hospital 
Allentown in the radiology department.

6.  Besides school and my internship, I am employed full time in 
the MRI department at St. Luke’s North.

 7. The best part of my job is the paycheck.
8.  My favorite class so far at NCC was Human Anatomy 

and Physiology. 
 9.  I enjoyed having Thomas McGovern as a professor 

of anatomy.
10.  I love the French toast sticks in the NCC Café … Yummy!

 11.  My favorite sport is volleyball. I played in middle school, high 
school and college. I received a scholarship to ESU, but broke 
my foot the end of my freshman year.

12.  My favorite hobby is snowboarding. I go whenever there is 
snow when I have a free weekend. 

 13. I love to visit the Outer Banks in North Carolina.
14. My biggest inspiration is my mom. 

 15. I love hip hop and blasting it in my car. 
16. My favorite artist is Eminem. 

 17.  In my spare time, I love to … wait, I don’t have any 
spare time!

18. My favorite movie is Goodwill Hunting. 
 19.  When I can, I volunteer with my mom on the towpath at the 

Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage Corridor.
20.  My favorite place to chill at NCC is the new addition to the 

cafeteria. Those chairs are so comfy.   
 21.  One of my most memorable moments is receiving the Gary S. 

Wogenrich Scholarship. I really appreciated it!
22.  If I could choose, I would drive a Subaru STI, but instead I 

have a Ford Fusion. At least it gets me where I want to go. 
 23.  I plan on graduating in May.  Can’t wait!

24.  Then I hope I can get a full-time position at St. Luke’s or one 
of the local hospitals. 

 25.  I hope to make a difference in people’s lives, if only for 
a brief encounter.

 
MASIADO

 

25 Things About Me And NCC

courtney



29SPRING 2010 ●  NCC  

It’s a long way from tax accountant 
to registered nurse, but sometimes the road 
to pursuing a dream isn’t a straight path. Jose 
Soto wasn’t expecting to change careers in 
his 40s, but being around hospital staff for a 
prolonged period of time as a relative passed 
away changed his mind. 

“I saw the caring some of the nurses 
provided, and knew I wanted to explore this,” 
he says. Soto’s wife, Denise, is a nurse, so he 
already knows something about the profes-
sion he’s planning to enter. 

The Stroudsburg resident also already 
knows something about caring for people. As 
a tax accountant, he started his career as a 
volunteer income tax assistant for the IRS, 
helping the elderly and those who couldn’t 
afford a tax preparer. The father of seven 
has a big heart: he and his wife took in three 
nieces when their mother passed away.

Soto started at NCC with anatomy and 
physiology courses at the Monroe Campus 

near his home, and is fi nishing up his RN cer-
tifi cate on the Main Campus. In addition to 
taking classes, he continues to run his own 
tax accounting business, spending about 20-
30 hours a week when it’s not tax season, 
40-60 otherwise. He does realize the dis-
similarities of his previous and future career 
choices, laughing, “People are surprised.”

He hasn’t found his basic courses to 
be too difficult, “but some of the nursing 
classes have been challenging.“ Soto finds 
doing clinical work very rewarding. “I feel 
like I do make a difference in people’s 
lives, on a more personal level than as a 
tax accountant. You can’t get any more per-
sonal than seeing someone at their worst 
times, when they’re in the hospital or ill.”

Soto will complete his degree require-
ments this spring, and is very excited about 
that. “I plan to do one year of critical care, 
get certification in that, and from there get 
into a CRNA (Certified Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist) program.“ 
“I want to work in a hospital settingbe-

cause of the variety and diverse population 
of patients. That’s who I started with as an 
accountant.” He hopes to work with the poor 
again as well. “A lot of people don’t go for 
procedures because they can’t afford it. As 
a nurse, I could volunteer some of my time 
to help them.”

His teachers at NCC have been top-notch 
professionals, Soto believes. “I think all the 
instructors have the students’ best interests in 
mind. They’re tough but fair – they have to be 
because you’re dealing with people’s lives. But 
they’re always available when you need them.”

As for making a career change, 
even later in life, Soto says, “Just 
do it! There’s nothing worse than 
asking yourself, ‘What if … ?’”

by Cynthia Tintorri

Handling People With Care, 
Whatever the Field

Jose Soto
In his new career, benefits

will accrue to patients. 
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Nothing’s Going to Stop Him
How did you become interested in your current major? At Stroudsburg 
High School, I learned the basics of electronics, working on circuits. I’ve always wanted to 
go into engineering, but I decided to get my associate degree in electronics technology first 
because I knew the NCC credits would transfer. 

What are your academic goals? I want to transfer to Penn State and eventually 
get a master’s degree in electrical engineering.

Do you work in addition to attending school? Yes, for the Department 
of Defense at the Tobyhanna Army Depot. I work on electronic equipment, repairing it and 
testing to make sure it’s working properly. 

What has been the biggest challenge to achieving your goals? I 
have sickle-cell anemia, and that sometimes holds me back. But I keep fighting! I try not to 
think about it, just concentrate on what I have to do in school.

Who has been the biggest influence in your life? My mom. I chose NCC 
because she went there. She has worked hard to keep me in school.

Are there NCC faculty or staff who have been particularly helpful?  
The teachers are great, and the tutors in the tutoring program at Monroe have been really 
nice. I’ve used them for math and English. My favorite professor has been Randy Boone.

What are your career goals? I hope to work for the Department of Defense as an 
engineer, designing electronic equipment.

What does the immediate future hold? I’m moving into the dorm at NCC for 
spring semester so I can take electronics classes at the Main Campus. I’ve been going to 
NCC at Monroe because the commute is good from my home in East Stroudsburg. 

by Cynthia Tintorri

One might perceive the “traditional” 
student at Northampton Community College as a young 
adult between the ages of 18 to 25 who is searching 
for the life path that best suits his/her professional 
goals. NCC would give this student a great opportunity 
for a better future.  

Now that the College has grown so popular 
throughout the region, enrollment is not just for the 
young. NCC provides an opportunity for more mature 
students to share their knowledge and experiences 
with younger classmates.

One such “non-traditional” student, Thomas 
Keller, retired, age 61, sits two rows away from me in 
my cCreative writing class. A poetry assignment gave 
me the opportunity to get to know this silver-haired 
man that I had so many questions for. I was required to 
interview a classmate and then write a poem from his 
or her perspective.  

The first thing I asked Thomas was: “Out of all of 
the things you could have done with retirement, why in 
the world would you come back to school?” He laughed 
at my question and simply said that education doesn’t 
need to stop at the end of one degree, or even after 
37 years of working with the degree that he earned in 
1972. He showed me, in 15 minutes, that knowledge 
has no limits and that Northampton not only gave him 
something to do to pass the time, but exposed him to 
new classes he’d never taken before. 

by Ariel Justice 
Ariel Justice (below) met fellow student Thomas 

Keller in their creative writing class last semester.

Generations Apart,
Shared Experience

Q&A

Major: Electronics Technology.

Anticipated Graduation: Fall 2010 or Spring 2011.

Anthony Smith

photo by Douglas Benedict
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The way Ahmed Awadallah sees 
it, the reputations of 80 million people fall 
squarely on his shoulders.  

“I have to be a good ambassador for my 
country,” explained Awadallah, who traveled 
from Egypt to study electromechanical technol-
ogy at Northampton. “Many people who speak 
to me have lots of questions – they’ve never met 
someone from Egypt. If they have a good expe-
rience with me, they might tell someone else 
about it. I always try to remember that.” 

Thinking of the reputations of his fellow 
countrymen fi rst and foremost might not come 
naturally to many. But Awadallah, who grew 
up outside Cairo, is committed to immersing 
himself into the Northampton community while 
he’s here, and works particularly hard to leave a 
positive impression. He is seen regularly all over 
campus, and when he’s not serving on various 
clubs and other organizations, such as Phi Theta 
Kappa, he’s getting to know students and staff, 
many of whom he calls close friends.

 “I left my family in Egypt, but I have another 
one here,” he said with a smile. He and his new 
friends have gotten together to celebrate holi-
days and other events he’d regularly celebrate 
at home, since he’s not able to return until after 
graduation. His Egyptian family and friends are 
connected through Internet conferencing and 
occasional phone calls.  

“I miss them, but I know I’ll be seeing them 

again. The hardest part will be leaving here, 
when I know I might not see many of my friends 
again, since they come from many different parts 
of the world,” he said.

Awadallah is attending Northampton 
through a two-year Community Colleges for 
International Development Fulbright Schol-
arship. With his selection for this exclusive 
award came a series of big hurdles: not only 
did he have to leave his family and the only life 
he’s ever known, but he also had to prepare for 
the culture shock that would greet him upon 
arrival in the states.

“Everything is the opposite here – every-
thing,” he said. “I was really nervous, wondering 
‘Will people like me?’ But I love that people’s atti-
tudes are respectful and that they put themselves 
in my shoes. I have a lesson every moment here.” 

The 2008 presidental election, in par-
ticular, enthralled him. He followed it closely, 
perhaps with more interest than a lot of his 
American peers. 

“I loved it,” he said. “In Egypt, we don’t 
have that system. Here everyone has an opinion 
and everyone can vote. The candidates are face 
to face and answer questions directly. No one 
knows who will win or lose. I loved [President] 
Obama so much. I wish I was able to vote.”

 Awadallah had to learn to speak English 
well enough to understand lectures, take tests 
and communicate with his professors – no easy 

task. A required six-month-long class, taken in 
Egypt through the Fulbright program before he 
arrived, only scratched the surface. But he says 
he made sure to study as hard as he could before 
he left for the U.S., juggling lessons with the 
responsibilities of a job.

 “It was very hard. I had no time to see 
friends and family,” he said.

Awadallah only had fi ve days to acclimate 
himself to the area before classes began.  He 
recognized quickly that he had to speak up for 
himself in order to succeed in his classes.

“One professor spoke so quickly, and I 
couldn’t understand,” he said. “When I talked to 
him, he said he was sorry and promised to speak 
more slowly. I was then able to catch what he 
was saying. I fi nished and got an A.”

While he enjoys his classes, he has 
developed a love for community service, and 
that, he says, stays with him most. He says 
he might pursue a career in that area, either 
regionally or globally.

“I think I changed a lot for the 
positive while I’ve been here. I 
realized I need to do something 
more,” he explained. “Everyone 
is responsible for their commu-
nity. If we all take part, we will 
have a better world.” u

by Sandy Stahl

‘Everything is Opposite Here’
Ahmed Awadallah 
Ahmed Awadallah, who grew up outside Cairo, 

is committed to immersing himself into 

the Northampton community.
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 Log on to www.northampton.edu/alumni to fi nd out more.

Share your 
STORY.

www.northampton.edu/alumni 

Accounting
2005 Joyce Cerniglia 
of Northampton has been named 
the director of finance and 
human resources at the Da Vinci 
Science Center. She received a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from Cedar Crest College.

Architectural 
Technology
1983 Joseph Biondo 
of Northampton has been recog-
nized by the American Institute 
of Architects of Pennsylvania 
with a silver medal, the highest 
honor the chapter bestows, for 
his design of “House Equa-
nimity,” a family residence in 
Northampton.

2000 Daniel Stephens 

of Stroudsburg is employed at 
the Texas Roadhouse in Strouds-
burg. He has taken AutoCAD 
classes to enhance his chance of 
employment in the architectural 
profession. He recently enjoyed 
a visit with his family to Cedar-
point, Ohio.

Automotive 
Technology
2004 Kevin Miller 
of Hamburg is an aircraft 
mechanic for the U.S. Air Force 
in Delaware.

Business Management
1996 Jorge Sousa 
of Bethlehem is a field 
supervisor for Phillipsburg 
Marble Company. He has been 
married to Sheri Ganssle for 11 
years, and has twin sons 
and a daughter.

1999 Rosemary Serfass 
of Danielsville is a buyer/planner 
at Muller Martini Mailroom Sys-
tems, Inc. in Allentown.

Communication 
Design 
2009 Michele Wagner
of Bath is the yearbook advisor 
at the Moravian Academy middle 
school in Bethlehem. She is a 
professional photographer and 
Web designer, and is proficient 

in Photoshop, InDesign and other 
software programs.

Computer 
Information 
Technology — 
Networking
2006 Carlos Ramos
of Bethlehem is a technical 
support engineer at NextGen 
Information Healthcare 
Systems in Horsham.

Data Processing
1981 Brian Beegle
of Endwell, N.Y., is a senior 
software engineer at IBM Cor-
poration in Endicott, N.Y. He 
received a BT from the Roches-
ter Institute of Technology and 
a MS from the State University 
of New York.

Dental Hygiene
1978 Jean Fennell
of Easton is a registered 

continued on page 37



alumni association honors

Dreamers and People with Heart

Alumni who gathered for the Alumni Association’s annual Awards Mixer 
last fall shared recollections of student days that included a “campus on 
wheels” in the middle of a cornfi eld and a “food court” that consisted 
of vending machines. They also honored six outstanding individuals 
associated with NCC.

President’s Award
Dr. Susan J. Appel received the 
President’s Award for exemplify-
ing the character, personality and 
level of excellence associated 
with a Northampton education.

Appel is an assistant pro-
fessor at the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham in the Divi-
sion of Graduate Studies, where 
she teaches in the acute care and 
continuing care nurse practitioner 
program.  After graduating from 
NCC, she earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, a master’s 
degree from the University of 
South Carolina and a Ph.D. from 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill.  

Her work as a teacher and 
researcher focuses on metabolic 

syndrome and the cardiovascular 
health of minority women. She 
also is a nurse practitioner.

Appel said that she would 
not be where she is today if it were 
not for the professors at NCC.

Distinguished Service 
to NCC Award
James L. Johnson was presented 
with the Distinguished Service to 
NCC Award. Johnson earned an 
associate degree in liberal arts 
from NCC and then completed 
a bachelor’s degree in English 
and history from Moravian Col-
lege.  He joined NCC’s staff as 
a printing press operator in 1982 
and held the positions of director 
of alumni affairs, director of the 
central duplicating department 
and co-editor of Northampton 

Magazine before retiring in 2008.
Johnson served on the 

Alumni Association board for 
many years as well as on NCC’s 
Environmental Task Force and Col-
lege Council. He wrote a history of 
the College and continues to write 
for the college magazine.

Johnson described the NCC 
community as a family. “We all 
came together for one common 
goal, to educate,” he said.

Professional 
Achievement Award
Dr. Richard Richardson, NCC’s 
fi rst president, returned to cam-
pus to present Dennis Feeley the 
Professional Achievement Award. 
A founding partner of the Cohen 
and Feeley law fi rm, Feeley is 
licensed to practice law before 

all courts in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the United 
States Supreme Court.  

Feeley received his associ-
ate degree in history from NCC, 
after which he earned a bache-
lor’s degree in history and educa-
tion from The Pennsylvania State 
University and a juris doctorate 
from Temple University.  With his 
wife, Deane Feeley ’82, he man-
ages and directs the Feeley “Best 
of the Best” scholarship program, 
which honors outstanding high 
school seniors.

Feeley spoke of the energy 
on the NCC campus. “I never ceased
to be amazed at the feeling that was 
generated here,” he said.

continued on page 34
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Dr. Susan J. Appel ’80

James L. Johnson ’89

Dennis Feeley ’73

Donna Bodek Goss ’72



Distinguished Service 
to the Community
Donna Bodek Goss was chosen 
to receive the Distinguished Ser-
vice to the Community Award. 
Goss holds an associate degree 
in applied science from NCC, a 
bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy from Moravian College and 
a master’s degree in leadership 
and organizational development 
from DePaul University.  

After retiring from Bethle-
hem Steel, she and Don Robert-
son started a Leadership Devel-
opment Institute within NCC’s 
Center for Business and Industry.  
She serves on the boards of the 
Minsi Trails Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America, the Celtic 
Cultural Alliance, the American 
Red Cross of the Greater Lehigh 
Valley and many other organiza-
tions. “I fi rmly believe that if you 
get from the community, you 
should give back to the commu-
nity,” she said.

Honorary Alumnus 
of NCC
John F. Eureyecko was named 

an honorary alumnus of NCC. A 
successful businessman who 
developed Triangle Building Sup-
plies & Lumber Company into 
one of the largest retail lumber, 
millwork and building materi-
als companies in the region and 
then grew Piercing Pagoda into 
the largest specialty retailer of 
gold jewelry in the United States, 
Eureyecko served for several 
years as chair of NCC’s Founda-
tion board. He believes “NCC is 
allowing students in to write their 
own recipe for success.”

Educator’s Award
Carolyn Harbourt accepted the 
2009 Educator’s Award, pre-
sented to a faculty member who 
has demonstrated distinguished 
accomplishments in education 
that contribute to Northampton 
and the student population.

Harbourt served in many 
capacities in NCC’s dental 
hygiene program from 1969 
to 1999. The program grew 
from 13 students to over 1,100 
alumni recognized as among the 

best professionals in their fi eld 
across Pennsylvania.  

Harbourt had one goal in 
mind in the early days: “to prove 
that a dental hygiene program 
at a community college could 
be just as, if not more, success-
ful than dental-hygiene-based 
schools.

“Every student from the 
fi rst graduating dental hygiene 
class passed their boards,” she 
recalled. “Teamwork, dedica-
tion and passion made the pro-
gram successful.”

Larry Sechney ’72, president 
of the Alumni Association, 
closed the awards program 
with a quote from Walt 
Disney’s Cinderella:  
“A dream is a wish your 
heart makes,” he said.  
“We’ve had dreamers and 
we’ve had people with heart.  
That is how we got the 
job done.” u

continued from page 33

Dreamers and People with Heart

John F. Eureyecko

Carolyn Harbourt

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 
Alumni Hall, 6 pm.

This year, veteran 
Secret Service agent 
Joseph Petro will join 

us to speak about 
his life in the 

Secret Service and 
his book, “Standing 

Next to History: An 
Agent’s Life Inside 

the Secret Service.” 

Enjoy dinner prepared 
by our Culinary 

Arts students as well 
as a silent auction.

For reservations call 
610.861.5088

Proceeds benefit the NCC 

Alumni Association Scholarship 

Fund and Programming

WHITE 
HOUSE DINNER
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Doreen Repsher ’99

“We’re just trying to make good healthy foods,” says NCC hotel/
restaurant management graduate Doreen Repsher.

ALumNi prOFiLe

HAVING A CONVERSATION 
with Doreen Repsher? 
Maybe it’s the four ca-
tering gigs she’s putting 
together at the same time 
she manages her deli, 
Green Harvest Food Em-
porium, where she spends 
six, seven days each week, 
but Repsher ’99 isn’t one 
to relax and chat. Rather, 
you follow in her whirl-
wind’s wake, staying close 
to hear over the smooth 
jazz from a wall speaker 
and the hum of refriger-
ated units, to which she 
lugs case after case of soft 
drinks, interrupting her 
labor to greet a regular 
customer by name, offer-
ing slices of locally grown 

black twig apple (grown 
without the use of pesti-
cides, she points out). 

Repsher, a hotel/
restaurant management 
graduate, started Green 
Harvest about two and a 
half years ago in Easton 
on the ground fl oor of the 
Grand Eastonian Suites 
Hotel (formerly The His-
toric Hotel Easton). The 
deli offers a continental 
breakfast for those staying 
at the Grand Eastonian. 
It’s obvious from the 
bamboo fl oors, potato 
starch utensils and corn-
based recycled napkins, 
that Repsher’s heart 
belongs to planet earth. 

But you don’t need 

an addiction to carrots 
and raw turnips to feast 
at Green Harvest. While 
they can accommodate a 
vegetarian or even vegan 
diet, they’re mostly just 
about health. “We’re 
just trying to make good 
healthy foods,” Repsher 
says. “Yes, we do serve 
meats, but not loaded with 
sodium and preservatives. 
Everything starts with the 
basics, whenever we can.” 

Repsher acknowl-
edges that times have 
been challenging in this 
tough economy, but she 
is optimistic. Take cater-
ing. Four events may not 
pop champagne corks for 
major catering outfi ts, but 
then, it’s only Repsher’s 
second year. “You have to 
remember,” she notes with 

a smile, “that’s up from 
zero last year.”

 In the brief history of 
Green Harvest, Repsher 
has also acquired Easton 
Coffee Exchange with 

its assortment of coffee 
drinks, baked goods and 
whole bean coffee for 
sale, increasing foot traffi c 
from city workers and 
shoppers looking for a 
good cup of java. 

Repsher sets down 
a case of soda and looks 
around the deli. “We were 
really moving along our 
fi rst year,” she says, 
“then the economy hit ... ,”
and she tilts her palms 
up and shrugs. For just a 
moment, she looks past 
her customers and out 
to the city beyond the 
glass front doors. “People 
keep coming back to 
us though,” she says, 
nodding, as if partly to 
remind herself. And then 
her optimism kicks in 
again and she adds: “You 

know, we can’t go back-
wards. We’ve just got to 
keep going forward.”u

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

WHERE … 
Eating well = doing good.    by James L. Johnson ’89  

A place

Everything about Green 
Harvest Food Emporium 
shows that Doreen Repsher’s 
heart belongs to Planet Earth.
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David Greene now views his return to college from a 
lifetime’s perspective. 

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

DAVID GREENE TOOK HIS
last class at Northampton 
in 1974. Thirty-fi ve years 
later, he returned to cam-
pus to accept his degree.
“I always recognized that 
Northampton was a great 
fi t for me,” recalls Greene. 
“It was a great value, and 
even though I was never an 
honor student, Northamp-
ton made me feel optimis-
tic about college.” 

In the 1970s, Greene 
was focused on earning his 
four-year degree. Imme-
diately after completing 
his NCC credits, David 
transferred to Bloomsburg 
University where he earned 
a bachelor’s in manage-
ment. From there, he went 

straight to work, never 
stopping to receive the 
NCC diploma. “I knew I’d 
taken enough courses, but I 
was anxious to transfer.” 

Greene’s fi rst stop 
after college was Tom 
Bass Clothier in Bethle-
hem. “It was an exclusive 
menswear store in the area 
with a lot of tradition and 
heritage to go with it. I 
was on the fl oor in sales 
and quickly learned the 
business. My manager 
noticed my strengths and 
asked me to help open a 
new store in Allentown. It 
was great experience, and 
it introduced me to many 
of the Lehigh Valley’s top 
executives,” he said.

The connections 
Greene made selling 
menswear led him to 
Mack Truck’s manage-
ment training program. 
More than 30 years later, 
Greene is still in the truck 
business. He spent over 
10 years with Mack, fi ve 
years at Peterbilt, and 12 
years with Daimler’s Ster-
ling Truck Corporation. As 
a result of the recession, 
Daimler closed Sterling 
Trucks in 2008, so David 
started his own sales con-
sulting fi rm, Greene Fac-
tor LLC, in January 2009.  
In the fi rst six months, the 
business took orders for 
over 600 new trucks.

In a down market and 

a struggling economy, 
those are huge numbers, 
but Greene is quick to 
point out that this was 
no overnight success. 

“I’ve had vast experience 
working for three great 
truck manufacturers. I 
have a great customer base 
that respects my indus-
try knowledge, and I’ve 
stayed connected with 
peers in and out of the 
industry.” In short, says 
Greene, success has been 
a combination of relation-
ships, hard work, experi-
ence and passion. 

As far as coming 
back for his NCC degree, 
Greene says, “Northamp-
ton is a great institution. 
It’s a place that really 
infl uenced me. I was very 
pleased when [NCC Presi-
dent] Dr. Scott presented 
my associate degree in 

business administration 
to me this year, and now 
I can display my NCC 
diploma with pride.”u

David Greene took his last 
class at Northampton in 
1974. Thirty-fi ve years later, 
he returned to campus to 
accept his degree.

DoNOr prOFiLe David Greene ’09

unpredictable
Life (and business) take interesting paths.   by Paul Acampora
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dental hygienist at the 
Clinton Dental Group.
 
Design Engineering 
Technology
1976 Thomas Gosling 
of Bethlehem is a retired engineer 
from Air Products & Chemicals, 
Inc. in Allentown.

Early Childhood
2000 Michelle Sabatino 
of Pen Argyl is a group home man-
ager at Fitzmaurice Community 
Services in Stroudsburg.

Education
2008 Kelly Case 
of Macungie is attending Kutz-
town University. She plans to 
graduate this spring with a degree 
in elementary education.

Electronics 
Technology
1999 Kirk Fuller
of Bethlehem is a systems analyst 
at Dixie Consumer Products LLC 
in Easton.

2003 Tony Hekopian 
of Bethlehem works for TDI Power, 
formally known as Transistor 
Devices, Inc., in N.J. He plans to 
pursue a four-year engineering 
degree while working at his cur-
rent job.

Engineering
1988 Mohamed Aldabhani 
of Lackawanna, N.Y. is a senior 
telecom engineer at Energy Pro-
duction in Qatar.

General Education
1981 Rev. Michele Fehr 
of Bethlehem is a spiritual coun-
seling and prayer minister at the 
Central Assembly of God Church in 

Bethlehem. She received a bach-
elor of science degree from Penn 
State University in social educa-
tion (adult) and was ordained in 
the American Fellowship Church.

General Studies
1996 Marianne Wied 
and Kevin Wied ’94 (Education) 
live in Whitehall with twin daugh-
ters Erika and Kaitlynn. Kevin 
works for the U.S. Postal Service.

1999 Rebecca Misero of 
Easton is a supervisor/scientist I in 
the microbiological services area 
at TEVA USA in Sellersville. 

2008 Gardenia Dargon 
of East Stroudsburg is a senior 
administrative assistant at 
Celgene in Summit, N.J.

Individualized 
Transfer
2002 Matthew Finley 
of Bath has successfully 
defended his Ph.D. dissertation 
at Temple University School of 

Medicine in the department of 
molecular biology and genetics. 
He plans to continue his studies 
in medical research and become 
a professor in academia. 

Liberal Arts
1995 Joel Cortes 
of Etters is the chief of recruitment 
and placement for the PA Depart-
ment of Health in Harrisburg. He 
received a bachelor’s degree from 
Penn State University in 1998.

2000 Mary Ann Leone 
of Allentown recently presented 
her knowledge of Jackie Ken-
nedy Onassis to the Cedar Crest 
College Auxiliary.

Library Assistant
1981 Patricia Vahey 
of Mount Vernon, Ind. is the head 
of adult services at the Alexandri-
an Public Library in Mount Vernon. 
She received a bachelor’s degree 
in education from Shippensburg 
State College and an MLS from 
Indiana University Bloomington.

Medical Billing 
Specialist
2007 Anna O’Sullivan 
of Brooklyn, N.Y. is a 911 operator 
for the NYPD. She was formally a 
police administrative aide.

Office 
Administration 
Assistant
2005 Rebecca Lee Merlo 
and Michael Richard Smith of 
Easton were married on August 22 
at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Catho-
lic Church in Pen Argyl. Rebecca is 
an executive assistant at Victaulic 
Company.

Paralegal
1994 George McElwee 
of Washington, D.C. was assigned 
as public affairs officer at the U.S. 
Navy Reserve in August. He con-
tinues to serve as the chief of staff 
for Congressman Charlie Dent.

Practical Nursing
1995 Carol Hernandez 
of Glen Allen, Va. is a registered 
sonographer at Henrico Doctors 
Hospital.

2004 Michelle Richie 
of Saylorsburg is a registered nurse 
at Warren Hospital.  

Radio/TV
1988 Paul Lewis 
of Catasauqua is a senior editor 
at RCN TV in Bath.

1991 Brian Unangst 
of Bath has recently been nomi-
nated for three Mid-Atlantic 
Emmy Awards for human interest 
series, sports feature story and 
sports reporter.

1992 M. David Snyder 
of Allentown is writing for a new 
alternative newspaper called The 
Lehigh Valley Source http://indi 
emusic.typepad.com/lehigh_val 
ley_source/. He  has also worked 
as a digital imaging technician for 
Back Stage Library Works for
the past 11 years. He graduated
magna cum laude in animation/
media arts from the Art Institute 
of Philadelphia.

1995 Scott Krycia 
of Bethlehem is a partner of K 
Studios in Allentown.

2000 Kevin Ramaley of 
Wind Gap is the owner of Rockin’ 
Ramaley Entertainment Profession-
als www.rockinramaley.com. He 
also received a specialized diploma 
in multimedia from NCC in 2000.

2000 Ross Raniere 
of Elmont, N.Y. is a caching 
operator at Viacom.

Radiography
1988 John Posh 
is the director of RT continuing 

continued on page 39

continued from page 32
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LIMITS
Donor’s experiences inspire a scholarship.   by James L. Johnson ’89

DoNOr prOFiLe

SHE’S NOT IN THE ANNALS 
of the 1970’s Women’s 
Rights Movement, but early 
in her life, Nancy Fournier 
’78 made some small cracks 
in America’s glass ceiling.

 “My boss said no 
woman in his department 
would ever be more than 
a secretary.” Fournier, a 
single mom raising two 
daughters while working 
as a clerk at a New Jersey 
company, wasn’t going to 
walk away from that chal-
lenge. “I was one of those 
pain-in-the-neck kind of 
people,” she adds, laughing. 
“The kind that pushed.” 

First, she took a cer-
tifi cate program at NCC, 
in transportation logistics. 
That gave her confi dence 
to become a full-time night 
student. “I went to work in 
the dark and came home 
in the dark for quite some 
time,” Fournier recalls. 
Then, after her general 
education degree, she con-
tinued to Cedar Crest for a 
bachelor’s degree in man-
agement studies.       

Along the way, 
Fournier became the fi rst 
woman ever to travel to a 
conference – or anywhere 
else – for her company, 

New Jersey Zinc. “Women 
weren’t even allowed to 
go to the post offi ce by 
themselves,” Fournier says. 
“They felt it was unsafe.” 
Her trip to an international 
conference in Ossining, 
N.Y., opened the future in 
two ways: it made travel 
for her female co-workers 
possible, and she met Peter 
Locke, who would one day 
retire as his company’s vice 
president of logistics; and, 
eventually, marry Fournier.  

“We met in 1977, but 
didn’t marry until 1998,” 
Fournier explains. “It 
would have cost a fortune 
– tax laws, no college aid 
for my girls – it didn’t make 
sense.” Single status also 
proved another opportunity 
to help widen society’s 
cracked crystal roof. 

Fournier took advantage of 
the recently passed Equal 
Rights Amendment, al-
lowing women to purchase 
a house without a male 

co-signer. “I had to sign af-
fi rmative action so the bank 
could prove they loaned me 
money,” she says. 

Fournier understands 
the tough art of struggling. 
Today, she and Peter have 
a scholarship –  named 
for Fournier’s youngest 
daughter, Kathryn, who 
passed away in 2001 – to 
help others achieve their 
dreams for an education. 
And because she was “out 
of high school forever” 
when she came to NCC, 
they made non-traditional 
students in fi nancial need 
one of its main criteria. 
The couple have been 
inducted into the College 
Foundation’s Cornerstone 
and Laureate societies. 
“Northampton seems to 
have done all the right 

things,” says Fournier. 
“They don’t rest on their 
prestige or their laurels.” 
Which sounds a bit like the 
story of Nancy Fournier. u

“I went to work in 
the dark and came home 
in the dark for quite 
some time.”

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Nancy Fournier and Peter Locke endowed a scholarship named for their 
youngest daughter, Kathryn.

Nancy Fournier ’78

pushing the
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MemORiam

Dr. Robert Fexa  passed away on January 6. He practiced dentistry 
for 60 years and started the cleft palate clinic at Allentown Hospital. He 
shared his expertise with students in the dental assistant and dental hygiene 
programs at NCC from 1960 to 1983.

Kathryn Mary James died on January 8 after a short illness. In ad-
dition to teaching home economics at Pleasant Valley High School, she also 
taught child care and development at NCC.

Paula Ann Kacmarcik ’73 passed away on October 30. She 
majored in secretarial science at Northampton and was an offi ce manager 
for Sodexho at Lehigh University for 27 years.  

Roger Levin, a friend and supporter of the College, died on December 
19. A CPA and investment advisor, he was a World War II veteran who took 
on many volunteer roles in the community. He taught part time at Lehigh 
University and formerly owned popular clothing stores in the area.

Bob Oles passed away on January 8. Bob worked at NCC for almost 30 
years, fi rst as director of the Center for Adult Learning and then as the evening 
administrator. He was caring and funny – a friend to students, faculty, staff, 
and helpful to visitors. He will be remembered fondly by all who knew him.  
He will be especially missed at commencement where he had a knack for 
getting graduates across the stage in an orderly and effi cient fashion with 
smiles befi tting the occasion. Gifts in Bob’s memory can be directed to the 
scholarship fund he established several years ago for students at NCC.

Louise W. Moore Pine died on December 26 at the age of 90. A 
talented pianist, she served as one of the fi rst volunteer guides for the United 
Nations and was one of the fi rst women invited to join the Pomfret Club in 
Easton. She deeded her family farm to Northampton County for a public park, 
which was later named in her honor. Her generosity extended to Northamp-
ton Community College in life and in death.

Steven Renaldi ‘83 died on December 6.  A general education major, 
he worked for Martin’s Chips and for Locust Valley Golf Course. He was an 
avid golfer, bowler and fi sherman.

Daniel Sidovar ’93 passed away suddenly on October 6.  He held an 
associate degree in accounting at NCC and also studied at Moravian College.  
He was a self-employed auto mechanic who particularly enjoyed working on 
racing cars.

Cameron Smith died on January 3.  A World War II veteran, he worked 
as an electrical engineer for Western Electric for 32 years. He was married to 
Blanca Smith, a long-time employee of the College. The family has asked that 
memorial contributions be made to the scholarship endowment established 
at NCC when Blanca retired. u

education and MRI technology 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia. He and his wife, 
Dorothy, live in Bethlehem.

Registered Nursing
1976 Michele Lerch 
of Nazareth is employed by 
TeleTracking as a patient flow 
consultant throughout the U.S. and 
Canada. She also works per diem 
as a transfer center coordinator at 
Lehigh Valley Hospital in critical 
care. Michele has two children, 
Jason and Alison and two grand-
children, Emily and Jared.

1988 Eileen Taff 
of Danielsville is the manager of 
CV Clinical Research Trials at St. 
Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem. She 
received a MSN from Drexel Uni-
versity in 2009 and an NE-BC nurse 
executive certified/ANCC in 2009.

1991 Robin M. Fritsch 
of Hellertown received an MSN in 
adult nurse practitioner from Se-
ton Hall University in 2009, where 
she was valedictorian. Robin has 
worked at St. Luke’s Hospital and 
Health Network since 1991. Her 
current position is palliative care 
nurse practitioner.

1997 JoAnn Preen 
of Dalton, Mass. is a psychiatric 
registered nurse at the Brien 
Center in Pittsfield, Mass. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing from the University of 
Phoenix in 2009 and has started a 
dual master’s program. JoAnn is 
going to be a great-grandmother 
in March, and her grandson will be 
starting NCC this year.

1998 Michele Donisi 
of Easton has been appointed the 

Director of Nursing at the Coor-
dinated Health Surgical Specialty 
Center. She is responsible for the 
quality, safety and efficiency of 
patient care in the 20-bed hospi-
tal. Michele previously worked 
in the Dialysis and Wound Care 
Center at Easton Hospital and 
was clinical research coordina-
tor for Lehigh Valley Nephrology 
Associates in Easton. 

2004 Kerissa Flamisch 
and Nicholas Deppe were married 
on September 19 at St. Paul’s UCC 
in Indianland. Kerissa is a regis-
tered nurse at Coordinated Health 
Surgical Specialty Center. She and 
her husband live in Bethlehem.

Travel/Tourism
1998 Kristy Shannon 
of Nazareth is employed at Lafay-
ette Ambassador Bank. She and 
her husband, Christopher, enjoy 
their daughter Lia Mae who was 
born on November 13, 2008.

Web Site Design
2006 Jim Rommens 
is a program manager at Gateway 
Ticketing Systems in Boyertown. 
He is pursuing a seminary degree 
via distance learning. Jim and his 
wife, Cynthia, live in Bethlehem 
with their daughters, Lauren, Ni-
cole, Kristen and Kaitlyn. u

continued from page 37

 Log on to www.northampton.edu/alumni to fi nd out more.
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SIX OUT-
STANDING 

ATHLETES AND SUPPORT-
ERS OF athletics at NCC were 
inducted into the NCC Athletic 
Hall of Fame in December. 
“You are joining an elite group 
as Spartan immortals,” Director 
of Athletics Troy Tucker told the 
following inductees:

1Carl Pietrouchie: A two-
sport standout during his time at 
Northampton, Pietrouchie was a 
two-year starter for the baseball 
team and a starting guard for the 
basketball squad. He was named 
to the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Collegiate Conference (EPCC) All-
Conference and All-Tournament 
teams following the 1973-74 

basketball season,  helping to lead 
the Spartans to a 20-5 record, 
including a third place fi nish in the 
EPCC tournament. After receiv-
ing his liberal arts degree from 
NCC, Pietrouchie went on to an 
extensive amateur playing and 
coaching career, which included 
being named to the Blue Mountain 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1999.

2Kelly Raab: A two-time 
EPCC All-Conference selection, 
Raab still holds many softball 
records.  She was named the 
Charles H. Groman Award winner 
following the 1999-00 season and 
earned the NCC Scholar-Athlete 
Award in 2000-01. In addition to 
an astonishing athletic record, 
Raab was recognized for her dedi-

cation and her grace and dignity 
overcoming obstacles.  Raab is 
deaf.  She holds a specialized 
diploma in graphic design and an 
associate degree in communica-
tion design from NCC and has 
been employed at Christmas City 
Studio for the last eight years.

3David Brown: This two-
time EPCC All-Conference and 
All-Tournament selection dominat-
ed the EPCC tennis circuit during 
the 1991 and 1992 campaigns, 
fi nishing his career at NCC with 
an overall record of 20-2.  He cap-
tured the Pennsylvania Collegiate 
Athletic Association (PCAA) state 
singles championship in 1991 and 
earned All-State accolades in both 
1991 and 1992. After graduating 
from Northampton with a chemi-
cal technology degree, Brown 
earned a bachelor’s degree from 
The Pennsylvania State University.  
He works as a research technician 
at Air Products and Chemicals.

4Sam Canone : An All-
Conference selection in 1973, 
Canone was a tri-captain of the 
Spartan baseball squad that 
fi nished 13-2 and captured the 
school’s fi rst conference champi-
onship, under the guidance of then 
fi rst-year Head Coach Bill Bearse. 
During his freshman season, the 

switch-hitting Canone batted 
.353 with 11 RBIs in conference 
play for a team that fi nished 8-8 
overall and 7-5 in conference play. 
After graduating from NCC with 
a degree in transportation and 
distribution management, Canone 
transferred to LaSalle University 
where he played baseball and 
graduated with a B.S. degree 
in business administration.  He 
returned to NCC as an assistant 
baseball coach from 1976 thru 
1982, helping  the Spartans win 
conference championships in 
1976, 1978 and 1979.  

5Dr. Robert Kopecek:
This former president of NCC led 
the College through a period of 
unparalleled success and growth, 
including planning for the Spartan 
Center, recently described by the 
Morning Call as “one of the most 
beautiful gyms in the area.”

6John Sweeney: Coach-
ing baseball at NCC, Sweeney 
amassed 443 wins over 12 years, 
retiring as NCC’s winningest 
coach.  His teams brought home 
17 EPCC titles and three PCAA 
state championships. u

aWArds They Rocked The House

“Spartan
IMMORTALS”
Six join Athletic Hall of Fame   by Myra Saturen

Four of 2009’s inductees in NCC’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Left to Right: Carl Pietrouchie, Sam 
Canone, David Brown and Kelly Raab. Not 

pictured: Dr. Robert Kopecek and John Sweeney.

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX
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reFLEctiONBefore We Go

AS THE FIRST IN MY FAMILY 
to attend college, I wasn’t 
quite sure what to expect 
when I stepped through 
the doors of Northamp-
ton Community College 
on day 1. On my way 
to class, I was surprised 
by what I witnessed. 
This wasn’t the “13th 
grade” I had heard about 
at all! I noticed scenes 
typical of any four-year 
college campus; teachers 
speaking amicably with 
students, buddies hanging 
out, and even, GASP!, 
people studying? 

Progressing through 
my freshman year, it 
became clear to me that 
anyone who had ever said 
anything negative about 
community college had 
obviously never set foot 
inside one. Just as NBC’s 
new sitcom “Community” 
illustrates (with a pinch 
of truth and a full helping 
of comical hijinks), com-
munity college does tend 
to attract more alternative 

students than a traditional 
college or university. 
However, just because the 
student body is eclectic 
does not mean that the 
academic rigor is any 
less demanding. 

Just in the three se-
mesters I’ve attended 
NCC, I have been taught 
by a professor who ma-
triculated at Yale, several 
published authors, and 
even a professor who 
came full circle after be-
ginning her own education 
at NCC. I’ve received 
recruitment letters from 
the University of Scran-
ton, Sarah Lawrence and 
Cornell University. Yes, 
think Ivy League. If com-
munity college is really as 
much of a circus as “Com-
munity” depicts it to be, 
what would those schools 
want with me?

Maybe the naysayers 
out there get their infor-
mation about community 
college from TV sitcoms 
or questionable rumors, 

but the proof is undeni-
able. A more diverse 
student body is attracted 
to community college in 
part because of cost, but 
also because socially, it 
offers a welcoming tran-
sition into college life. 
Community is part of the 
name for a reason.

 At NCC, students 
don’t feel lost among the 
masses. Posters wallpaper 
the hallways, and bulletins 
on the school Web Site 
constantly promote new 
clubs, activities and vol-
unteer opportunities. The 
atmosphere on campus 
consistently places a 
strong focus on civic en-
gagement. Whenever you 

attend a meeting for an ac-
tivity or club, you feel like 
you are already an integral 
part of something bigger!

My experience at 
NCC has allowed me 
to not only receive my 
education close to where I 
live, but to make me feel 
I’m home. ◆

About the Author: After 
earning an associate degree 
in liberal arts at NCC, Sarah 
Evans hopes to transfer to 
the University of Scranton 
to major in English and 
minor in writing. When she 
is not studying or engrossed 
in creative writing projects, 
she enjoys listening to 
electronic music and 
making handicrafts.

PHOTO BY DONNA McCANN

   
‘AS SEEN ON TV’

 by Sarah Evans

How my community college was NOT

“it became clear to me that 
anyone who had ever said any-
thing negative about community 
college had obviously never 
set foot inside one.”
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