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The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy held a meeting for Fab Labs 
and makerspace organizers on Aug. 24 in Washington, D.C., helping them understand 
federal government support and also developing collaborative networks of spaces 
across the U.S. 

A “makerspace” or Fab Lab is a community space where people can work together, 
share ideas and use shared equipment and space to design and build projects together. 
One of the greatest advantages to working together is when individuals from different 
backgrounds share their knowledge, new ideas and solutions.  The Fab Lab at 
Northampton Community College is growing.  The space offers inventors, makers, or 
the curious at heart the opportunity to learn high tech and low tech manufacturing skills 
such as 3D printing to woodworking and guitar building. 

The makerspace concept has gained support from numerous government agencies for 
its connection to workforce development, innovation, manufacturing, and contributions 
to tomorrow’s game changers and the next disruptive technology. 

Jeffrey Boerner, the manager of the Fab Lab said in a recent interview, “Enabling and 
encouraging people to engage with the next generation of high-tech manufacturing tools 
creates conditions to support a new generation of American ingenuity, 



entrepreneurship, and manufacturing economy.  But another side to what a Fab Lab 
offers is a much needed training in low tech basic skills.  That alone can give people the 
confidence they need to bring ideas into reality.” 

The White House meeting brought together for the first time dedicated people who have 
in some cases risked it all to create and sustain a makerspace.  From this meeting it is 
hoped a network of spaces in every region of the country will work as a unit to support 
each other while helping the federal government find more, and better ways to support 
the grassroots entrepreneurial movement that is sweeping the country. 

                               
                                       Afternoon Breakout sessions in the Eisenhower Office Building  
 

Boerner said the challenge is to engage a wide cross section of the population Fab Lab 
services and educational opportunities. “We need to serve the entire community to the 
exclusion of none.  Getting the word out and making every person from every walk of 
life feel comfortable when seeking access to the Fab Lab is a mission we work hard to 
achieve.  Spread the word – this is an amazing resource.” 

www.northampton.edu/fablab 

 


