
t one 
part of the trail we
wait for nearly 10
minutes hoping the
light will get better .
There are great 
formations in the
foreground of the
scene, and the light
approaches but
never reaches them. 
There are still plenty
of opportunities for
photos. The wind
and water erosion
creates some 
interesting vistas.”

– Bernhard J Suess
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4–6 Play: “Dead White Males”
Lab Theatre.Call 610/861-5091 

for tickets & times
8 Black History Month Presentation:

Andy Evans
27 Doo-Wop Concert

Call for tickets

MARCH

1–31  Art Show: Sandra Camomile
Communications Hall

13 Annual Spring Craft Fair

APRIL

1–30 Art Show: Scholarship Competition
Communications Hall

5 Country Meadows Lecture:
Marjorie Buchanan:
Lipkin Theatre,11 a.m.

8 Poetry Reading: Jim Daniels
Lipkin Theatre,11 a.m.

15 Lear Symposium:
MTV’s Mohammed Bilal
Lipkin Theatre,11 a.m.

16–18 Play: “Spring’s Awakening”
& 22-24 Lab Theatre.Call 610/861-5091 

for tickets & times
29 Student Awards Convocation

Lipkin Theatre,3:30 p.m.

MAY

1 Spring Concert:NCC Community
Singers

2 Family Day Expo
Outdoor celebration.Noon to 5 p.m.

3–14 Art Show: Graduating Fine Arts 
Students

Communications Hall
7 Radio/TV Program Reunion & 

Videofest Banquet
8 Spring Concert:NCC Collegiate Singers
26  Commencement

For additional information and details,
please call the Information Center

at 610/861-5300.

ow I Spent My Summer
Vacation.”Do you remember

receiving that assignment in grade
school and shuddering at the thought 
of how to make your summer sound
fun and exciting, year after year?

Well,when you have a summer like
the one Bernie Suess had, you are hard-
pressed to find something as exciting
to compare.

Bernie (Berhard J) Suess is a Lehigh
Valley-based photographer whose work
is acclaimed and recognized through-
out the country. He teaches photogra-
phy and digital imaging courses at
Northampton.Bernie’s stunning black
and white photographs blend shadows
and lines together to create images that
make one want to walk right into the
scene.His mind’s eye frames the vision

so that we can all “see”what he sees.
Last summer, Bernie Suess spent 

his summer vacation freezing land-
scapes.His passion for photography
took him to Arizona,where he spent
three weeks walking in deserts, climb-
ing into cavernous rock,and wading 
in cool flowing streams.

In this issue of the magazine we
proudly bring to you Bernie’s 1998
photographic version of “How I Spent
My Summer Vacation,” supported with
his peronal narrative of the experience.
You will also see on pages 12 – 14 a
number of award-winning photographs
which have appeared in publications
such as “Life”and “Sports Illustrated.”
It is truly a pleasure to be able to share
with you his talent and passion.

Enjoy your journey.
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Five State
Championships in
Eight Years

fter clinching another
PCAA-East title, NCC’s

baseball team had a chance to
avenge last year’s heartbreak-
ing loss to their rivals from the
west — Penn State-Beaver.

Neither team disappointed
their fans,splitting a first-day
doubleheader in this year’s
state play-offs.

The finale remained score-
less until NCC’s centerfielder,
Mason Messinger, who singled
in the bottom of the third,
advanced on a fielder’s choice,
and was driven home by short-
stop Dan Lopez.Lopez later
reached the plate on a passed

ball, giving the Spartans a 2-0
lead behind starting pitcher
Scott Hall.

Penn State was quick to
reply with a run on a single
and a pair of errors in the top
of the fourth and a two-run
homer in the sixth. With NCC
trailing 3-2,the Spartans’cap-
tain, Jason Butler, drew a base
on balls and scored on a single
by freshman Kyle Ruff.

The Blue Devils
answered the challenge,
knocking a solo shot out
of the park off reliever
Ryan Driscoll,a regular
starter pressed into ser-
vice in relief for this cru-
cial game.His fellow
starter, Scott “Smoke”
Stewart who picked up
the win the day before,
came in to close out the
inning.

In the bottom of the 
eighth,Lopez,catcher Jeremy
Arner, Ruff, and co-captain
Mike Miller parlayed four 
singles and a sacrifice by
Butler into two runs that
proved to be the game-win-
ners when Stewart struck out
the first two hitters in the
ninth and got the next batter
to fly out to center.

The state championship 
is the fifth since 1990 for
NCC. John Sweeney called 
the team “the best bunch I
ever coached.”

Radio/TV Studio
Named 
for Arnts Family

ast fall,the campus radio
and television facility 

was named for two very
special people: John and
Annette Arnts.Family, friends,
staff and students gathered 
in Communications Hall for
the recognition ceremony.

Fittingly, a highlight of 
the evening was a video 
created by Radio/TV major
Beth Chomitsky, to chronicle

the Arnts’life.“They were high
school sweethearts,” the narra-
tor explained,“but to hear
John tell it,he was wooing
Annette in grade school.”

The Arnts went on to
become pioneers in the cable
television industry and were
inducted into the Cable Vision
Hall of Fame.

The Arnts’vision included a
vision for NCC. John served as
a member of the Board of
Trustees from 1976 until 1994
and as a member of the
Foundation Board from 1985
until 1994.

C A M P U S  N E W S

$300,000 Grant Takes 
Economic Development
to a Higher Level 

he invitation had an aura of mystery
about it.It came from Bob Kopecek,

College President,and read:“Please join
me for a very important announcement
in the history of Northampton
Community College.” The date was
October 21 – the President’s birthday.

On campus,people talked about 
the big announcement and discussed
what they thought it might be.The
rumors began to suface: was Dr.
Kopecek going to announce his retire-
ment? “Thankfully, that is not true,” said
David Reed,president of the Board of
Trustees.He sustained the suspense as
he welcomed more than 200 communi-
ty leaders and members of the faculty
and staff who gathered in the lobby of
Technology Hall.

The announcement heralded a
promising partnership between the
College and Northampton County.
County Executive Glenn Reibman said,
“I am pleased to announce a grant to
Northampton Community College for
the designation of the Eugene R.
Hartzell Technology Hall.

“The need for improved job skills 
and job-retraining is a constant refrain

from local businesses....
Creating a high-tech,
job skills re-training 
center will well position
Northampton County to
retain existing companies
and attract new business-
es who provide decent
jobs that can support
our families,” Reibman
continued.

In appreciation for 
the County’s commit-
ment of $100,000 a year
for three years to help
defray costs of the 
training center, the 
College renamed
Technology Hall for 
former County Executive
Eugene Hartzell,a founder of the
Northampton County Development
Corporation and a strong proponent of
public and private partnerships to spur
economic development.

“We honor Gene Hartzell’s memory
by making economic development a
core responsibility of County govern-
ment,” said Reibman.

Other speakers remembered Hartzell
warmly. County Council President
Wayne Grube, Judge William Moran,
Judge Jack Panella,and Councilman
James Hemstreet all paid tribute to their 

former colleague,describing him as “an
extraordinary ordinary man,” a person
with “uncommon common sense”and a
passion for people.

Deeply moved,Hartzell’s daughter,
Julie,predicted her father would have
scolded,“You don’t need a big gather-
ing. Just put your effort into the work,”
she said.

And work is proceeding in Eugene R.
Hartzell Technology Hall. As Judge
Moran said,“When I drive across the
community college parking lot and 
see hundreds of cars,I see tomorrow’s
prosperity.”

C A M P U S  N E W S

New Academic
Programs Address
Regional Labor
Shortages

fter carefully reviewing
local and regional labor

shortages,Northampton 
has developed and instituted 
two new academic programs:
special education and com-

puter software.
The Associate Degree in

Special Education program is
designed to prepare students
to become paraprofessionals
who work with children with
disabilities in a variety of
school settings,a need which
has been growing in the
region.Students may begin 
taking courses as early as this
spring.Next fall,Northampton
will add an associate degree

program for individuals who
want to continue their educa-
tion at four-year colleges to
become special education
teachers.The special education
programs are being developed
in collaboration with Lehigh
Carbon Community College
and Reading Area Community
College under the auspices of
a $600,000 grant from the U.S.
Department of Education.

A Specialized Diploma

program was created to
respond to the demand for
software experts to staff
computer help desks at area
businesses.This program will
feature training in Windows
operating systems,networking
fundamentals,business soft-
ware,customer service and
problem solving.Students may
begin taking classes in the
Spring ’99 semester.

Northampton County Executive Glenn Reibman (third from
right) and County Council members (l–r) Rick Weaver, Ann
McHale, Greg Zebrowski, Wayne Grube, James Hemstreet
and Joseph Brennan pause for a picture in front of Hartzell
Hall after the dedication ceremony

The Arnts family.



insightful,”officials
from ASTA said,“It’s
obvious from the
project Sheila
entered that sound
business practices 
as well as a clear
understanding of 
the travel industry
are being taught at
your institution.”

Last October
Merwine and the
other winners flew
to Los Angeles as
ASTA’s guests to help
out with the World 
Travel Congress,which
was attended by 6,000 
travel agents from 
around the globe.Lilly
Tomlin, Julie Andrews,
and Queen Noor were
among the luminaries 
who addressed the group.

“For someone who
wants to work in this 
industry, it was the 
experience of a lifetime,”
says Merwine. “I’m still 
on Cloud Nine,” she says.

54

Saving Lives

orthampton’s Emergency
Medical Training Institute

has a new home on the 
campus of St.Luke’s Hospital 
in Fountain Hill.The hospital
came to the rescue of NCC’s
nationally acclaimed program
last summer.“We needed more
space,and space to be noisy,”
explains the program’s direc-
tor, John “Duke”Lindsay.

“Reenacting real life
emergencies is an important
part of the training for EMTs
and First Responders,” Lindsay
says.“That can get a little 
distracting for students in
other classes.”

At St.Luke’s,the Institute 
has an entire building to itself.
The Bishop Thorpe
Auditorium – previously slated
for demolition – was renovat-
ed to provide a large class-
room/practice area,kitchen
and office space.The facilities
are available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

“If we have a request from 
a police department to teach
the use of automatic external

defibrillators on
short notice, for
example, we can
do that,” Lindsay
says.

NCC has pro-
vided emergency
medical training
for ambulance
corps members,
firefighters,
police,health 
care workers,and
other interested
citizens for many
years.

Graduates of the program
boast an exceptionally high
pass rate on competency
exams,and in 1994 the
College was chosen to be one
of three sites in the country to
pilot a new curriculum.

“We look forward to a long
association with St.Luke’s,”
Lindsay asserts,“and to the
positive impact it will have
on our communities.”

Travel Student
One of Four to
Win National
Competition

heila Merwine didn’t
know what she wanted 

to be when her children 
grew up. She found her
answer at NCC.

After indulging her 
curiosity about the world 
in Professor Doug Heath’s
world geography classes and
Professor Sharon Karonias’
travel and tourism classes,at
age 50-something,Merwine
decided she would like to be
a travel agent.Now she’s well
on her way to reaching her
destination.

Last fall,Merwine 
became one of only four 
students in the country to 
win a competition sponsored
by the American Society of
Travel Agents (ASTA).

Judging was based 
on students’ responses to a
case study involving a strug-
gling travel agency. Calling
Merwine’s analysis “very
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Students and Alumni 
Share Travel Abroad Experiences

osta Rica and South Africa are no longer just names in
the news or colorful splotches on the globe for students

and alumni who traveled there last summer though NCC’s
study abroad program.

Loretta T. Konrad,professor of nursing,along with six
NCC nursing alumni and one nursing student,spent nine
days in Costa Rica touring hospitals and clinics. Although
the medical facilities there are not as well-equipped as many
in the United States, Konrad and the students found the
health care professional and their host families to be caring
and compassionate.

Across the Atlantic,hotel management major Doreen
Repsher broadened her perspective on the hospitality 
industry during a month-long stay in South Africa.Derek
Kaiser, General Manager of Pretoria College,visited
Northampton last winter as part of a faculty exchange
program.When he learned of Repsher’s interest in studying
abroad,he made arrangements for her to sit in on culinary
and hospitality classes on his campus and also to work at
the Praetoria College’s guest house.

Repsher particularly enjoyed helping with preparations
for a celebration of women’s achievements.The keynote
address was delivered in Afrikaans and translated into Zulu,
but the speaker also made some points in English so
Repsher could understand.“That was typical of the way
they treated guests,”Repsher says.“They went out of their
way to make you feel welcome.”

Northampton offers
international study
opportunities throughout
the year, ranging from 
10 days to a semester 
in length.“We’d like
every student to be able
to have this experience,”
says Alice R.Dornish,
professor of business 
and office administration
and international program
coordinator.“It opens
their eyes to so many
things.”

Students and 
and Faculty 
Keep Children –
And Hope – Alive
in Nicaragua

orse than what 
I imagined.”

Steve Rivera, former 
NCC student,shakes his 
head when asked about 
living conditions in Comarca
El Canon,a remote area of
Managua,Nicaragua.

“The people have it rough.
Most of them
live in wood-
en shacks
with dirt
floors.There’s
no running
water. No
sewage
disposal.It’s
amazing there
isn’t more
disease than
there is.”

Last year Rivera served as
president of  TEAM Act 101,a
student organization at the
College that raised more than
$3,000 to buy medical sup-
plies for children in El Canon
who are at risk for malaria
and other parasitic diseases.

Just before the start of the 
Fall semester, Rivera traveled
to Nicaragua to deliver the
funds and to spend a week
working with Nicaraguan 
students and doctors at a
medical clinic in the canyon.
The clinic was set up by a
volunteer team that included
NCC faculty member Uriel
Trujillo.

“We didn’t just want 
to send a check,” said Rivera.
“We wanted to let the people
know we care and to find out
how else we can help.”

Rivera has transferred 
to Penn State to pursue 
a bachelor’s degree in 
business and finance. He
hopes to get students there
to join students at NCC in

addressing the root of the
problem.

“The ultimate goal is to
enable the people to become
self-sufficient.They are good
farmers,” Rivera says,“but it 
is hard to live off land that is
so dry. An irrigation system
would help a lot.”

The cost of the irrigation
system is $7,000.Readers
who would like to contribute
through TEAM Act 101 may
contact the club’s advisor,
Maria Teresa Donate,at 
610/ 861-5337.
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edication.Commitment.
Service.Three simple words
that carry so much meaning.

For Northampton,those words describe
two leaders who have contributed for
years — decades — to the health and
well-being of the College.Together, they
have given more than 33 years of leader-
ship.Together, they have given
even more in terms of dedication
and commitment to NCC.

The leadership of Board of
Trustee Chair David A.Reed and
Vice Chair Karl A.Stackhouse has
been a winning combination.
Together, they have championed
growth in academic programming,
envisioned changes in physical
appearance and size,and support-
ed numerous other important
issues which have positively
positioned the College for the
challenges of the new century
and beyond.

Joining the Board of Trustees in 1975,
David Reed has worked with two NCC
presidents and was a member of the
presidential search committee which
brought Dr. Robert J. Kopecek to NCC.

“I feel very good about the fact that
there have only been two presidents in
the history of the College.There is a
great deal of stability at Northampton;at
a time when other institutions have had
many presidents,” he says.“There is a
great deal of exchange and confidence
between the Board and the President,
the administration,and the faculty.”

“David is a quiet man but he is a 
significant thinker,” says President
Kopecek.“He feels very strongly and is
committed to the fundamental concepts
of community colleges. For instance,he
is an advocate of the open-door policy

and is dedicated to the philosophy
and the principles which guide the 
community college.”

Reed believes that the College
has managed change well and is well-
positioned for the future.“What stands
out in my mind,” he says,“is the ability 
of the College to be flexible;to retain a
high standard in areas while also chang-
ing to meet the needs of the community.

I enjoy the general spirit of the College.
Change is going to occur in many
different forms and we have a good
track record of managing change and
doing it well.”

Chairman Reed, representing 
Easton Area School District, served 
as Vice Chair from 1983 through 1989
and is past president of the Statewide
Pennsylvania Federation of Community
College Trustees.He is currently con-
tracts manager for Bitronics,Inc.,in
Bethlehem,and holds a master’s degree
in electrical engineering from Thayer
School of Engineering at Dartmouth
College.He holds a bachelor’s degree in
engineering science from Dartmouth
College.He is the proud father of three 
children and five granddaughters.

Karl A.Stackhouse was first elected 

Vice Chair in 1990 and has served on
the Board of Trustees since 1986.He rep-
resents Pen Argyl Area School District.

President Kopecek believes that 
what Stackhouse brings to the Board
and to the institution is a keen interest
in academic programs.“Karl is always
fostering academic pursuits.Through his
work on the Instructional Services and
Personnel Committee,he has focused on

our central mission — teaching
and learning and the achievement
of students,”Kopecek says.

Says Stackhouse,“It is easy to
say leadership at Northampton is
superb.One of the great joys of
serving on the Board is the great
people we’ve had to work with.”

“Everyone on staff is profession-
al.They are all well informed 
and they keep the Board well
informed.I am just so pleased 
and have been pleased over the
years,of the cooperation of the
administration and the Board.By
working together, we’ve been able

to bring a lot of change and growth.”
Over the years,Stackhouse has

served on a number of committees,
including chairing the Instructional
Services and Personnel Committee and
the Steering Committee for PEL Study.
He has also served on the Education,
Finance,Professional Negotiations,and
Support Staff Negotiations committees.
He is alternate delegate to the
Pennsylvania Community College
Commission.He holds a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering 
from Lafayette College.

“Both David and Karl are tremendous
leaders and this institution is most fortu-
nate to have the benefit of their dedica-
tion and service for so many years,”
Kopecek remarked.

C A M P U S  N E W S

new approach to 
teaching is getting high

marks from students and 
faculty alike.

Last fall,NCC became one
of approximately 200 colleges
in the country to establish
“learning communities,” in
which groups of new students
spend a concentrated amount
of time together exploring a
topic with a team of faculty
members.

The program is designed 
to help new students see the
interplay between different
fields of learning and to make
meaningful connections with
one another and with faculty
very early in their college
careers.

“It’s a way to meet stu-
dents’social and intellectual
needs as they make the transi-
tion to college,” explains Dr.
James I.Benner, director of
developmental education and
program coordinator.

Studies done in
other parts of the
country show that
students involved in
learning communi-
ties have a lower
drop-out rate and
greater intellectual

growth than their counter-
parts in other classes.

This past semester, students
in Professor Christine Ackner-
Boes’ reading class and
Professor Uriel Trujillo’s
principles of sociology class
worked together in “villages”
studying the relationship
between personal lives and
public issues.In Professor
Nancy E.Trautmann and
Professor Earl R. Page’s writing
and sociology classes,students
honed their writing and criti-

cal thinking skills while they
grappled with global cultural
diversities of race, gender and
language.

The experience is exciting
for faculty as well. “Students
see us as learners,too,” reports
Trautmann. “We play off each
other,” explains Ackner-Boes.
“It’s exhausting,but fun. You
leave class so cranked up that
the next class benefits from
the spillover.”

Dr.Arthur L.Scott,vice 
president and provost,predicts
more students will have the
opportunity to participate 
in learning communities in 
the future. “A lot of faculty
members are excited about
the possibilities because 
the principles imbedded in 
learning communities are
so sound,”he says. “We
anticipate that this will grow.”

“LEARNING COMMUNITIES” HELP STUDENTS
MAKE MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS

“In the learning community
when I have a question,
first I can turn to the other
three people in my group. 
If that does not get me an
answer, there are two
teachers who can help me.
I like the way your group
depends on you and cares
when you are not there.”
— Kristan Rhine

LEADERS ENGINEER STRUCTURE FOR GROWTH

Karl Stackhouse (left) and David Reed at the site of the
new student services building.
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them into a consumer group.”
But Banks is not sour on the future

of children.To the contrary, he places
much faith in them.And the young char-
acters in these novels reflect that faith.
“Both Bone and Nichole Burnell (from
Sweet Hereafter) are 14,” he says.“That’s
an interesting age.It’s an age when the
lights either start to go on or start to go
out.I think that both characters have a
sense of their own empowerment.I was
left wanting to know them in 20 years.
There’s a feeling that they will continue
to grow, or at least you hope they will.”

That faith is also emphasized with
the metaphor of the school bus that
bridges both novels.“I wasn’t really
aware of it at the time I was writing,”
says Banks.“I guess because of my
emotional and intellectual attachment
to the subject matter. But it kept extend-
ing itself into the book.” Finally, Banks
could not ignore what became for him
a glaring metaphor for death.And he
noticed something else as well.

The same bus that carried the chil-
dren to their deaths in Sweet Hereafter,
Banks brings back in Bone.The bus is 
a rusting husk of itself, left to its own
death in an open field where it was
hauled after the accident.But this time
it is a haven for children, eventually
even adorned with hanging plants
inside and surrounded by a fertile 
garden.“I realized that what had been a
vehicle for death could also be a vehicle
for redemption,and for life,” says Banks.
“It is like Bone and Nichole – as if
they’re saying,‘I’m not as weak as 
I might seem.’ The school bus was 
resurrected for that purpose.”

Will the children from either novel
return in future works? “I think of those
two novels as bookends,”Banks says.
“They are like parentheses around the
theme of the loss of children. I’ve said
all I can say. A sociologist might say

more,but I’m interested in the things
that don’t change — the emotion that
lies at the heart of it.”

Russell Banks is concerned with 
the emotionally charged issues of our
culture.It is important to him that we
examine them.Banks grew up in the
turmoil of the 1960s and was a student
at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.He established his campus
chapter of the SDS (Students for a
Democratic Society) and was actively
engaged by the civil rights movement.
The radicalism of those times taught
him his own lessons and helped to
influence his writing.

“Black people see race all the time,”
says Banks.“White people have the lux-
ury of not seeing race.Many whites can
live in America and not see it at all.”Not
so for Banks.He finds it difficult to view
American society without bringing to it
a racial critique.“Bone, for example,is a
book that deals with the subject of race
in a forthright way,” he says.“From a 
14-year-old white kid’s point of view. I
don’t think I could have written that or
even would have thought it a necessary
thing if it hadn’t been for the ’60s and
my experience of working closely with
black people.I can see the world from
their angle a little more,which naturally
informs my vision and in turn informs
my work.”

Banks’novels inform us even as they
entertain.At 57,he has been writing for
35 years.Awards and prizes for his work
are numerous;among the many: a
Guggenheim Fellowship,National
Endowment for the Arts Creative
Writing Fellowships,the St.Lawrence
Award for Short Fiction,the O. Henry
and Best American Short Story Awards,
the John Dos Passos Award.His novel,
Continental Drift, was a finalist for the
Pulitzer Prize in 1986 and another,
Affliction, was short-listed for both the
PEN/Faulkner Fiction Prize and the Irish
International Prize.

Movie-goers will be happy to hear
that The Sweet Hereafter and Rule of
the Bone, Continental Drift, and
Affliction have made the transition to
film. And Cloudsplitter, Banks’latest
book,an historical novel about the abo-
litionist John Brown,will be seen on a
smaller screen as a television miniseries.
Banks was excited to try his hand at
writing scripts for movies.“Film drags a
book into the public eye,” says Banks.“I
think high art can be made in films.”

Last summer Banks retired from 
his teaching position at Princeton.His
plans now include spending more time
at home in upstate New York with his
wife,the poet Chase Twichell.With 12
novels put on the shelves while tending
a teaching career, can we expect more
from this prolific writer now that he’s
retired? “Yes,” replies Banks without hes-
itation.“I’ve already started work on a
new novel.”Princeton’s loss – the read-
ing public’s gain.

Russell Banks spent much of his day
at Northampton meeting with students
and staff, talking about his passion 
for writing and encouraging others
to follow their dream.Jim Johnson, a
writer in the Institutional Advance-
ment Department, spent time with 
Mr. Banks following his public lecture.
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FICTION WRITER
RUSSELL BANKS

B Y  J A M E S  L .  J O H N S O N  ’ 8 9

iction is bent always to the principles of storytelling.
Its function is to provide the received truth.” So says
Russell Banks,author of twelve novels and the featured

speaker for the fall 1998 Cohen Lecture Series at the College.
“Fiction should remind us what it is to be human,” he continues.
“Animals don’t need reminders but humans do.We need continually
to rediscover our humanity.”

Banks’ characters do just that.They struggle with weakness and
the difficulty of morals.They struggle with ruin and love and the
dramas of everyday life.And they learn lessons.Most of them learn
only at the expense of something terrible and only as adults.In two
of his recent novels,however, Banks turns his attention to the plight
of children in our society.

The Sweet Hereafter takes a hard look at the aftermath of a
school bus accident and its effect on the lives of a small town’s
citizens. Rule Of The Bone is a coming-of-age story with the adult
world seen through the eyes of its homeless 14-year-old prota gonist,
Bone.

Both novels deal with the loss of children.“Sweet Hereafter looks
at what it’s like to live in a world in which you’ve lost the children,”
says Banks.“The grief.The longing the adults have.Bone is from the
children’s point of view. It is the loss of the children in themselves.”

“[Those two books] coincided with what has become an obses-
sion for me in the last few years,”he continues.“In the period since
the 1950s there has been a radical,deeply anthropological shift in 
western culture in what had been an automatic response in family
and community to protect children from an amoral economy. That
protection has ended.

“We’ve abandoned them to an economy dependent on coloniz-     
ing them.This is something the entire culture participated 
in unconsciously over several generations.Talking about 
loss of children is a way of talking about having converted
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Sharon Gavin Levy is assistant 
professor of English.She received a
bachelor of arts degree and master 
of arts degree from Bucknell
University and a doctor of 
education degree from Lehigh
University.

ne of my greatest joys is 
introducing my students to new
works,writers and experiences

in the classroom.I’m committed to
doing this because it’s important that
their education transcend the traditional
educational experience,one that
focused more on custom and less on
change.But change is our way of life;
the only constant is change and
nowhere is change more evident 
than in the increasing diversity in our
communities.As an educator I see and
know this diversity and I’m compelled
to ask myself,“What do you want to
accomplish in this course?”

I want to change the world with
one single course because I believe
what a former professor taught by
instruction and my parents taught by
inspiration:Education can change
your life.It can transform you,trans-
port you,translate you.Education is
all that;it’s a wonderful,life-chang-
ing,invigorating business.When 
education transforms individuals,
their neighborhoods,communities
and nations follow.We do better

when we know better. It seems to me
then that it’s my responsibility to intro-
duce students to faces they’ve never
seen, voices they’ve never heard and
ways they’ve never known.I want them
to do better because they know better.
Therefore, my classes include content
that reflects the diversity of our multi-
cultural world,texts and resources that
present different cultures and points of
view, and learning activities that encour-
age critical thinking and self-reflection.
I promote diversity in the classroom
because I believe students need this
kind of educational experience.Last
February,The American Council on
Education endorsed a statement titled
“On the Importance of Diversity in
Higher Education”that supports my
pedagogy.Two of its major points about
diversity are — “It enriches the educa-
tional experience because a richly
diverse intellectual and social environ-
ment provides a climate in which
individuals from different backgrounds
can learn from one another;”and “It

promotes personal growth — and a
healthy society. Diversity challenges
stereotyped preconception;it encour-
ages critical thinking;and it helps stu-
dents learn to communicate ef fectively
with people of varied backgrounds.”

Certainly, diversity begins in my
classroom when students walk in and
see an African-American woman stand-
ing at the helm,a first for most of my
students.I’m sure they wonder where
I will lead them and if the course will
cover literature and topics related to
African-Americans and minorities.They
are not wrong in their speculation, for
that’s my commitment.In fact,since one
student complained on an evaluation
that my course needed more literature
about “regular Americans,” I am more
persuaded than ever that cultural aware-
ness and understanding are essential
goals. Fortunately, my being an African-
American guide stimulates this process;
I am a catalyst on the student’s journey
to discovering that “regular Americans”
wrote slave narratives,that “regular

Americans”live on Indian reserva-
tions,that “regular Americans”
speak Spanish as well as English
and that “regular Americans”
are black and female like me.
What I bring to the classroom is
the urgency that all “regular
Americans”have a voice.

However, my students regularly
demonstrate they have not heard
varied and diverse voices.Early in
the semester, I often ask them to

list the names of as many writers
as they can categorized by race and 
gender. Typically, this informal,unscien-
tific poll produces predictable results:
Students usually identify 15 -18 white
male writers,3-5 white female writers,
3-5 African-American male writers,and
2-3 African-American female writers.
(The 3-5 African-American male writers,
thanks to history classes,often include
Frederick Douglass and W.E.B.Du Bois;
and thanks to Steven Spielberg and
Oprah Winfrey, the 2-3 female writers
include Alice Walker, author of the
Spielberg-directed The Color Purple ,
and Maya Angelou (Oprah’s mentor and
frequent guest).When Native American,
Asian-American,and Latino/Latina cate-
gories are included in the poll,the
results are even more dismal.Thus, my
task begins,showing students that
although the teller was silenced,the
story exists — stories of men and
women from all people and places.

When I introduce African-American
literature,I present the collective expe-
rience of African-American people along
with the unique experience of black
women.Toni Morrison,the renowned
African-American writer, stated in a
filmed interview, A Conversation With
Toni Morrison, that African-American 
literature is neglected,not taught and
not readily available.She suggested the
African-American story has been dis-
placed to the extent that “American-
ness”equals “whiteness”and African-
American equals “other.”This means the
experience, voice, values,language,
images,culture and history of the
“other”are left out or are on the fringes
of what is taught.However, Morrison
argues that any “meaningful study of 
literature is incoherent without the 
contributions of African-Americans.”

Among the contributions of African-
Americans that I include in literature
courses are slave narratives. These 

narratives,written as well as dictated
accounts, record the institution of 
slavery from the slave’s point of view.
This is often the student’s first
encounter with slavery from this 
perspective so I like to emphasize 
some of the nar ratives’common charac-
teristics,specifically the slave narrator’s
pursuit of freedom and quest for litera-
cy. Any discourse about slavery and 
freedom needs to include works by
men like David Walker, Olaudah
Equiano,and Frederick Douglass.But 
in addition to the well-known narratives
of Frederick Douglass and others,it’s
crucial to examine a slave woman’s
narrative so students hear her “voice.”
I assign Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in 
the Life of a Slave Girl because her
autobiography chronicles the terror of
slavery as well as the torment of female
enslavement.

Similar to the foundational slave
narratives, works by James Weldon
Johnson,Langston Hughes,Richard
Wright,Ralph Ellison and James
Baldwin chart the experience of African-
Americans in the U. S.after slavery.
These voices are important in my
course because they articulate,
challenge,and protest the unfulfilled
promise of freedom in America.Their
works demonstrate how being the
“other”in American society means
remaining invisible,silent and often 
isolated,how being the “other”means
struggling with one’s identity and one’s
survival.This theme is intensified in Ann
Petry’s The Street, a novel I teach
because the protagonist faces the triple
threats of racism,sexism,and classism
— forces that historically silenced the
African-American woman’s voice.

In addition to works that protest,
a meaningful study of literature must
encompass literature by African-
Americans that celebrates the culture
and oral tradition,observes the story-

telling legacy, and revises negative
stereotypes and images of African-
American people. Charles W. Chesnutt,
Paul Laurence Dunbar, Zora Neale
Hurston,Margaret Walker, Gwendolyn
Brooks and August Wilson are among
those I choose to accomplish this.
Moreover, literary works by contempo-
rary African-American women writers
have radically transformed images of
black women in fiction, giving way to 
a powerfully authentic voice,one that
celebrates and reinvents African-
American womanhood.Needless to say,
works I select and use by Toni
Morrison,Alice Walker, Gloria Naylor
and Bebe Moore Campbell have
achieved Morrison’s vision in her 
novel Sula,“...she had nothing to fall
back on:not maleness,not whiteness,
not ladyhood,not anything.And out of
the profound desolation of her reality
she may have invented herself.” Yes,
because of their vigorous re-invention,
the contributions of today’s African-
American women writers are essential
to the curriculum.

I am confident the literature I 
introduce will improve my students’
educational experience.It will certainly
challenge the myth of the “regular
American”and advance the notion 
that American voices are varied and
many. Ultimately, my goal to transform
students is explained best in the course
outcomes of the African-American 
literature class I teach: The aim is “to
increase the student’s awareness of
African-American life and culture,
to increase the students awareness 
of the moral values and viewpoints 
in African-American literature,and 
to increase the student’s understanding 
of African-American life,culture
and literature to better prepare her 
or him to deal with diversity in 
contemporary life.”

CH A N G I N G T H E WOR L D
W I T H ON E SI N G L E COU R S E



1312

P H O T O  E S S A Y P H O T O  E S S A Y

B Y  B E R N H A R D  J  S U E S S  

OF THE
DESERTISIONS

Puerto de Luna church, New Mexico
7/22/98, Tuesday
I get onto I-40 and head west, getting off a little
while later in Santa Rosa. According to the tour
book there’s an abandoned Spanish settlement
named Puerto de Luna 10 miles to the south. It’s a
pleasant drive and I’m surprised when I get to
Puerto de Luna to find it’s an active town. It’s quite
small and looks like a poor, proud town. The
church is quite pretty and the light is good.
Stopping in a strange town to take photos isn’t an
easy task, but this is too good to pass up. I line up
a shot with the wide angle lens that highlights the
white cross against the sky. There are also two
other crosses in the photo, shadows. I hope it will
come out the way that I visualize.

While I’m photographing, no one comes out.
The only signs of life, other than cars going by,
are a few dogs. I’m a little cautious as they gath-
er in a group, but they seem more interested in
their own goings-on than in me.

Chiricahua National Monument: Echo Canyon, Arizona
Dead tree   7/31/98, Friday
Hiking along the Echo Canyon trail we see no other visitors. The desola-
tion of the hike is symbolized by a lone dead tree along the trail, its life-
less limbs still reaching for the sky.

Along the way I spot two rattlesnakes. They look like diamondback,
but I later discover they’re probably blacktailed rattlers. The first is sun-
ning next to the trail. I see it when (son) Todd passes by; we’re about a
foot away. Rather than say anything I move Todd along.  My wife
Carolyn is leading and fortunately did not see it. This snake is about 1.5
inches thick at the center. It sleeps and is not disturbed as we slip by.

The second snake is off the trail, also sunning itself. It’s a much small-
er snake, but spread out straight and wary of us. I call Carolyn and Todd
back to look at it. The snake looks at us but does nothing. 

Cimarron Canyon State Park,
New Mexico
7/23/98, Thursday
I stop in Cimarron Canyon State Park at
the Clear Creek Trail. The trailhead isn’t
clearly marked, but I eventually find it.
Leading next to the stream, the trail is des-
olate. I’m the only one around.  I hike up
the Clear Creek Trail for about 15 minutes.
There are several nice, subtle photos. I
photograph some close-ups of leaves as
the sun plays hide-and-seek. Are these
saplings or just forest vegetation?

Saguaro National Monument, Arizona
8/2/98, Sunday
We drive out to the Bajada loop road. Although there have
been many improvements to the park since we were last
here, the loop road is still dirt. In fact, it has many more
sharp rocks than I remember from previous visits. The drive
is purposely slow. We stop for a hike along the mountain
trail. It’s a fairly steep climb and it’s very hot. It’s not the best
time of year to be doing this hike. The saguaro cacti are
huge, over 25 feet high. They must be over a hundred years
old, growing only about 4 inches a year in good seasons.
Their tenacity in this hostile environment is remarkable.

he trip

lasted 3

weeks,

7,206 miles

total.

© Bernhard J Suess

© Bernhard J Suess



ADVERTISING DESIGN

◆ 1996 Janet Jensen is a graphic artist
at Silhouettes of Easton.
◆ 1997 Richard Fil married Katherine
Cyranlowski on January 10 in East
Stroudsburg.The groom is employed as
a graphic designer at Alpha Graphics in
Allentown.
◆ 1998 Scott Johnson has accepted a
position as a graphic designer at an
Internet firm in Easton.His responsibili-
ties include designing the company’s
Web site.

AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1993 Thomas Nicholas Martocci

and Jennifer Eileen Davis were united in
marriage in October of last year in
Tannersville.Thomas is employed as a
master auto technician with Gray
Chevrolet Geo of the Poconos,in
Stroudsburg.
◆ 1995 Michael Andrew Gensey and
Rhonda Joan Smith celebrated their
wedding last May. Michael is an automo-
tive technician for Sport Chrysler-
Plymouth-Jeep in Norristown.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

◆ 1988 Christine Van Syckle and
David Fortsch were united in marriage
on September 11.Christine is pursuing
her bachelor’s degree at Allentown
College of St. Francis de Sales.She is
employed at FFE Minerals USA,Inc.
◆ 1994 Robert Rudolph Fella II and
Rachel Renee Heckman were married in
a June ceremony at Convenant United
Methodist Church in Bath.Robert is
employed at Day-Timers,Inc.
◆ 1995 Amy Sue Johnson and Jason
Aaron Weisel exchanged wedding vows
last February.Amy Sue works at Conmec
Inc.
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acking a miniature refrigerator you
can hold in the palm of your hand

isn’t something you’ll find on your
Conde Nast Traveler’s Tips. But if you’re
diabetic,it may one day be as common a
suitcase item.“Insulin needs to be kept
cold,” explains Mike Krupa ’71.“Right
now, people with diabetes do that with
an ice pack in a cooler. But by using a
small solid state thermoelectric technol-
ogy that operates as a miniature heat
pump when subjected to electric cur-
rent, we can give them a miniature
refrigerator that they can take anywhere.
It can operate on a car cigarette lighter,
an electric wall outlet or a battery pack.”

Krupa,president and co-founder of Precision Medical,hopes his latest
design effort will be ready for marketing within a year. Given the success of his
company so far, there’s no reason to suppose that won’t happen.The company
was born in Krupa’s extra bedroom,where he hand-assembled oxygen
flowmeters he designed for Union Carbide’s Canada division.“They bought a
production run of 500 units,” he says.“But then they had some sort of corpo-
rate change and decided not to continue.So,I went back to the machine shop,
had another run made,and sold them myself to local dealers.”

Krupa partnered with long-time colleague Clyde Shuman.“We started in
1984 in a leased building of 1,600 square feet,” says Krupa.And smiling,he
adds,“Last year we added 15,000 square feet to our present 17,500 square
feet.”That’s space much needed since the company’s growth also includes 82
employees and a line of 25 major products.“We’ll do $13.9 million in sales this
year,”he says.

The firm makes flowmeters,nebulizers, regulators and other products that
help hospitals monitor the well being of their patients.With so many fittings
needed to match their own equipment,Krupa and Shuman realized they had
the potential for a spin-off division.“Precision Fittings just sort of grew natural-
ly out of the necessaries we needed for our own apparatus,” says Krupa.“Today,
that division offers nearly 200 types of fittings,hose assemblies and connec-
tions to match a variety of manufacturer’s types.”

Because Krupa and his partner recognize the need to keep current,product
lines on both sides of their house are ever evolving.“The trend now is toward
home care products.At present our company is probably 60 percent hospital
and 40 percent home care.But the latter is gaining.”

With such a diverse and still-growing business,does the designer find time
to design? “You bet,”Krupa grins.“I still spend about 80 percent of my day
doing design work.That’s really the fun part.”

— James L. Johnson ’89

Tonto National
Monument, Arizona
lower ruin
8/2/98, Sunday
After the Apache Trail we
get to Tonto National
Monument. It’s only 8:30
and it’s already quite
warm. I’m sure this hike
wouldn’t be so bad in more
temperate conditions. The
length of the hike is a half-
mile and it’s a 350 foot ver-
tical climb. But with the hot
sun, I’m soaked in sweat
before we’re halfway there.
The lower ruin is small, but
it’s got an impressive view.
There are a few good pho-
tos here, especially as the
sun peeks into the interior
of the reconstructed ruin.
Unfortunately, there’s a lot
of graffiti on the remaining
adobe walls. It’s too bad
that people are slobs.

Coronado State Park, New Mexico
7/26/98, Sunday
C o ronado State Park, where Coronado supposedly
encamped with the native people. Over 1200 rooms have
been excavated, with many more remaining. The trail is
very pleasant, including a nature trail along the river. I take
several photos both inside and outside. We go into a recon-
structed kiva, where I shoot some photos under fairly low
light. I’m only able to get an exposure of about f/2.8 at 1/8
(EI 200). I hope these will come out. I steady the camera as
best I can. Although it’s a reconstruction, there is still a sense
of the solemnity of this place.

Apache Trail, Arizona
8/2/98, Sunday
It’s an early day for us. We’re up at 4:30. It’s still dark out, thanks to standard time. The sun is just
rising as we get on Apache Trail, a 90-year old road the parallels an ancient Apache route
through Salt River’s canyons. The first part of the trip is relatively uneventful, except for a few dri-
vers in a hurry. Once we get past Tortilla Flat the route turns into a dirt road. It’s narrow, wash-
boarded, and has a lot of sharp curves with steep dropoffs. The clouds, the sun and the scenery
make for magnificent photographs.  The road climbs quite a bit and also has some steep down-
grades. I’m in second gear for most of the way. Except for a few tense moments, it’s a fun drive.

P H O T O  E S S A Y

© Bernhard J Suess
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◆ 1997 Melissa Joy Bargiel

exchanged vows with David Flynn on
May 9.Melissa is employed by Nexell
Corporation in Hackensack,NJ.

COMMERCIAL ART

◆ 1984 Michael Horvath and Jamie
Lynn Muth were married last
September. Michael is employed by
Flores Air Conditioning.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

◆ 1993 James Allen Glassic, Jr. was
married to Jana Elizabeth Seng last

March, in Allentown.James is employed
at KidsPeace.

DENTAL HYGIENE

◆ 1992 Jill Suzanne Lehman and
Richard Lee Wright were married in
their home in Bangor. Bangor Mayor
Robert Janus performed the ceremony.
◆ 1997 Christine G. Deets and Lee G.
Millward,Jr. were married in December
1997 in Northampton.Christine is a
dental hygienist for Drs.Riyaz Gangji
and Vernon Kressley.
◆ 1998 Michele L. Labar and
Christopher M.Leon were married on

August 23 aboard the cruise ship,
Destiny, at Miami,Florida.Michele is
employed by Drs.Richard C.Stauffer
and Joseph A.Gaspari.

EARLY CHILDHOOD

◆ 1991 Patricia Ender is the director
of the Lower School program at
Moravian Academy, a position she has
held for 10 years.The program benefits
students in enrichment sessions before
and after school. Patricia is also a regis-
tered nurse.
◆ 1993 Sue-Ann Packard became 
the bride of Richard Webb,Jr. last

September.They were married in
Palmerton.Sue-Ann works as a
preschool teacher for Lifespan in
Allentown.
◆ 1996 Kristen Alane Fritzinger and
Martin Christian Keppel were united in
a May ceremony. Kristen is employed at
Westgate Daycare in Bethlehem.

EDUCATION

◆ 1971 Tom Ganssle is currently
teaching biology at Easton High School.
He received his B.E.from Kutztown
University and an M.S.from East
Stroudsburg University.
◆ 1971 John Wehr, Jr. currently
teaches at St.Anne’s Parochial School in
Bethlehem and at Moravian Academy -
Green Pond Campus. John’s education
specialty is elementary education read-
ing.He graduated from East Stroudsburg
University in 1974.
◆ 1972 Debra Geosits teaches fourth
grade in the Bangor Area School
District.She received her teaching
degree from East Stroudsburg
University.
◆ 1973 Deborah Kirchgassner

Russell teaches sixth grade at
Northeast Middle School in Bethlehem.
After graduating from NCC,Deborah
attended Kutztown University, where
she received her teaching degree.
◆ 1973 Lorie Schwarzbach serves as 
a substitute teacher in the Bethlehem
School District.She specializes in 
elementary education.She received the
bachelor of science degree from Penn
State University and the master of edu-
cation degree from Lehigh University.
◆ 1973 Steve Kohut graduated from
Lehigh University in 1975 and from
Fairleigh Dickinson in 1982. For more
than 20 years,Steve has been working
in various sales and marketing middle-
and upper-level management positions.

◆ 1974 Jayne Hartzog is a Mansfield
University graduate who specializes in
mathematics and computer science.
◆ 1974 Luz Jorge teaches sixth 
grade at East Hills Middle School 
in Bethlehem.She received additional
education at Kutztown and Temple 
universities.
◆ 1974 Barbara Jo Butz is currently a
director/teacher at the Sylvan Learning

Center. She is a graduate of East
Stroudsburg University.
◆ 1975 Daniel Radogna is the 
supervisor of special education in the
Pleasant Valley School District.Daniel
continued his education at East
Stroudsburg and Lehigh universities.
◆ 1975 Stephanie Schmoyer

is employed in emergency services-
marketing and business development.

ix a.m.Your
flight boards in

20 minutes.Suddenly
you remember that
important e-mail
message your col-
leagues in Chicago
are waiting for. Does
your stomach turn to
molten panic? Or are
you packing a digital
wonder phone ser-
viced by Omnipoint?
If you have the latter

in hand,this situation is no more than an ‘oops.’
“Omnipoint offers things like crystal-clear secure wire-

less service,” says Jody Piagesi ’78,“as well as voice mail
and caller ID. But we also provide paging,access to the
Internet,‘The New York Times’headlines, real-time stock
quotes, weather, and e-mail access,all in one handset.
The company has a mission to make ‘anytime,anywhere
communications’a global reality.”

Piagesi is marketing project manager for Omnipoint’s
Central Pennsylvania region.Incorporated in 1987,the
company came to the Lehigh Valley in the Fall of 1997.
“I was working for Northampton County Development
Corporation when Omnipoint was looking to open a
branch in this area.In fact,I helped them locate here.They

offered me this position and gave me the responsibility of
hiring the first 150 employees.” Piagesi did her job well.
The local workforce has grown to about 600 people in just
over two years,part of a company-wide total of over 1,300
employees.

Piagesi’s responsibilities have grown too.Along with a
territory that includes the Lehigh Valley and extends to
Stroudsburg,Wilkes-Barre,Scranton and the entire Pocono
Mountain area,she has taken on a training role.“I travel to
our corporate headquarters in Cedar Knolls,NJ,” she says.
“I need to learn about service or product line changes and
any corporate decisions.My job is then to communicate
that information to the regional sales force and retail out-
lets here at home.”

Those new duties are fit into her already-full days of
public relations and planning promotional events.“Events
can be many things. We may do trade shows one week or
maybe sponsor a fund-raiser. Or it might be something like
setting up at Musikfest for the whole 10-day run.”

“My handset is permanently attached to me,” she jokes.
“And it’s a busy one.I love being busy.And I love the diver-
sity of what I do.” But even when she isn’t planning pro-
mos for the digital world,Piagesi is far from bored.She
serves as vice president of the College’s Alumni Association
and is also very active in her church.She also spends a lot
of time with her two-and-a-half-year-old son.

— James L. Johnson ’89

early 250 NCC alumni, 
staff, faculty and their 

children enjoyed the storytelling
and music of Roy Justice, 
decorated Christmas cookies, wrote letters to Santa, 
and made stockings and ornaments to prepare for the
Christmas season.

Mr. Claus was
Gary Hartney ’86
and Mrs. Claus 
was Jean Belinski
’82. Both are
members of the
NCC Alumni 
Board.
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She graduated from East Stroudsburg
University in 1977.
◆ 1975 Maxine Marsh is a sixth grade
teacher at Nazareth Middle School.She
received her B.S.degree from East
Stroudsburg University and an M.S.
degree from Marywood College.
◆ 1975 Nancy Clark is working for
the Lehighton School District as a Title I
Reading specialist.After graduating from
NCC,she attended East Stroudsburg
University.
◆ 1984 R. M. Mazza-Bauer is a
Kutztown University graduate whose
education area of specialization is 
secondary education in English.
◆ 1985 Lisa Suppan received her 
B.A.in psychology from Lock Haven
University in 1989.She is a supervisor 
at KidsPeace and is currently working
towards her teaching certificate.
◆ 1986 Ann Burkhardt is an East
Stroudsburg University and Marywood
College graduate.She has pursued a
master’s degree in social work.Her
work life consists of a private practice
and a supervisory position in a Child
Protective Service Unit in Northampton
County.
◆ 1987 Jill Purdy is an eighth grade
teacher at Southern Lehigh High
School.She pursued her teaching career
at East Stroudsburg University.
◆ 1987 Mary Lou Hutchinson is a
reading specialist.She currently teaches
eighth grade at Whitehall-Coplay Middle
School. Kutztown University is where
she received her teaching education.
◆ 1988 Darlene Walker-Hornbaker

is a Centenary College alumna.She is a
teacher of the multiple-handicapped at
the Harmony School in the Warren
County Special Services School District.
◆ 1989 Lou-Ann Rogers works for 
the Lehigh Valley Christian High School
in Allentown as the English Department

head.She is also an NCC adjunct profes-
sor and a graduate of Moravian College
and Lehigh University.
◆ 1989 Jane Hudak recently complet-
ed her masters of education in student
affairs in higher education.She also
works part-time at St.Luke’s Hospital in
the Behavioral Services Department/
Renewal Centers.
◆ 1990 Steve Sullivan specializes in
social studies.He is a substitute teacher
in the Easton/Catasauqua and Nazareth
School Districts.East Stroudsburg
University is where he received his 
education degree.
◆ 1991 Lila Metz is a East Stroudsburg
University graduate who concentrated
her studies in special education on the
elementary level.She holds a learning
support position for grades 9-12 at Allen
High School in Allentown.
◆ 1991 Tara Buskirk is an elementary
education specialist who received her
degree from East Stroudsburg
University. She currently teaches 
second grade at the Williams Township
Elementary School.
◆ 1991 Tina Schutt is working in the
engineering field.She specialized in
high school mathematics when attend-
ing East Stroudsburg University.
◆ 1992 Jody Garin spends her time
teaching world cultures to the ninth
grade students at Liberty High School.
Moravian College is where Jody
received her education degree.
◆ 1992 Gail Nagy is language arts/
communication specialist working 
with the seventh and eighth grade 
students at Warren Glen Middle School
in Pohatcong Township,NJ. She is an 
alumna of Moravian College.
◆ 1992 Heather Helfrich teaches in 
the Southern Lehigh School District at
Hopewell Elementary School.She 
specialized in elementary education at

Cedar Crest College where she received
her degree.
◆ 1992 Susan Kleppinger was a night
school student at Muhlenberg College
after graduation from NCC.She works
as a paralegal/analytical assistant at a
financial counseling firm.
◆ 1992 Holly Gambler is an East
Stroudsburg University graduate who
specialized in social studies.Her current
teaching position is at the Nazareth
Middle School.
◆ 1996 Ruth Ann Young works as 
a substitute teacher. She is an East
Stroudsburg University alumna who
specialized in elementary education.
◆ 1993 Michelle Weaver is a teacher 
at St.Stephen’s Preschool in Bethlehem.
She graduated from Allentown College
of St. Francis de Sales with a degree in
secondary education.
◆ 1993 Deborah Fox graduated 
from East Stroudsburg University in 
elementary and special education.
Bushkill Elementary School in Nazareth
where she teaches the fifth graders as a
learning support teacher.
◆ 1993 Debbie Harman Frace is a
learning support teacher for the fourth
and fifth graders at Paxinosa Elementary
School in Easton.She is a graduate of
East Stroudsburg University.
◆ 1993 Alan Davis teaches U.S.history
and government at Pen Argyl Area High
School.He received his secondary
education/social studies degree from
Kutztown University.
◆ 1993 Kristy Gerlach is working at
Western Salisbury Elementary School 
as a kindergarten teacher. Cedar Crest
College is where she received her 
elementary education degree.
◆ 1993 Jackie Saylor is employed as 
a legal secretary in Allentown.She is
pursuing a paralegal certificate at he
Penn State Fogelsville campus.

◆ 1994 Joanne Albanese specialized 
in speech and language at East
Stroudsburg University.
◆ 1994 Elaine Scott is working hard
these days to pursue a teaching certifi-
cate in music.
◆ 1994 Staci Falcone has attended
East Stroudsburg University. Currently,
she is doing student teaching.
◆ 1995 Jennifer Fagan graduated 
this past May from East Stroudsburg
University, specializing in elementary
education.
◆ 1996 Holly Meglic is working 
full-time and attends Millersville
University.
◆ 1996 Susan Nemeth did her 
student teaching last fall and has 
graduated from Kutztown Univer-
sity.
◆ 1996 Carol Andrews works at the
Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical
School as a paraprofessional teacher.
◆ 1996 Joseph Wright is an energy

sales representative working at Con
Edison Solutions in Reading, PA.
◆ 1997 Marlen Elias is spending 
her time at East Stroudsburg University 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree.
◆ 1997 Wendy Meehan is a student at
East Stroudsburg University and expects
to graduate in two years.
◆ 1998 Kim Walck is a full-time 
student at Kutztown University.
◆ 1998 Melissa Ann Kline married
Jason Andrew Hudak in a June ceremo-
ny in Bethlehem.Melissa is an assistant
supervisor for Day Care in the Park Inc.

ELECTRONICS
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1983 Jeffrey Alan Groenewold

exchanged wedding vows with Stamo
Gerasimou Ballas on July 25 in Nazareth
and also in Polithroso,Athens,Greece.
Jeffrey is employed at Albarell Electric 
Company as a journeyman electrician.

FIRE TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1981 Assistant Fire Chief Eugene

Novak has been promoted to deputy
fire commissioner in Bethlehem.His
career with the fire department began
in 1964 with continuous promotions
throughout the years.

FUNERAL SERVICE

◆ 1990 David James Stianche and
Gretchen Ann Horn exchanged their
vows on September 20.Davis is the
owner/funeral director of the David J.
Stianche Funeral Home in Jim Thorpe.
◆ 1997 Thomas Carl Nicklas and
Christine Mary Rupinski were united 
in marriage on August 1.Thomas is
employed by the Connell Funeral Home
in Bethlehem.

Above: seated are award recipients (from left): David N. Shaffer ’77, 
c o - p resident Just Born, Inc.; Wanda Tripp ’96, re g i s t e red nurse, St. Luke’s
Hospital;  The Honorable Jeanette Reibman; James J. Palmeri ’79, co-
founder Palmeri Tr a n s p o rtation; Earl R. Page, Professor of History &
Sociology; James R. Bart h o l o m e w, ’73, senior vice president, PNC Bank.
Standing are presentors (from left): NCC President Robert J. Kopecek,
P rofessor of Nursing Loretta Konrad ’70,  Alumni Association Pre s i d e n t
Butch Macri ’76, Association Vice President Jody Oliver Piagesi ’78,
Aw a rds Committee Co-Chairs Ken Buck ’75 and Marta Boulos Gabriel ’83.

Right:  Alumni Association Vice President Jody Oliver Piagesi ’78 presents
James J. Palmeri ’79 with the Professional Achievement Award.  Far right:
Alumni Association President Butch Macri ’76 bestows honorary alumni
status on The Honorable Jeanette F. Reibman.

ast October, the Alumni Association 
recognized six individuals for 

creating outstanding “Recipes for Success”
in their lives.

Left: David N.
Shaffer ’77 receives
the President’s
Award from
President 
Robert J. Kopecek.
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HOTEL/RESTAURANT

◆ 1995 Robert Charles Weaver and
Diana Marie Negri were married in
Bethlehem in March of this year. Robert
works for the Wood Company at
Moravian College.

INTERIOR DESIGN

◆ 1995 Jo Anne Richardson and
Ronald R.Rodgers were married May 30
in Colton Chapel,Lafayette College,
Easton. Jo Anne is pursuing her 
bachelor’s degree at Lafayette College.

LIBERAL ARTS

◆ 1993 Michele Donato and Sean
Patrick Grove exchanged wedding 
vows in a ceremony on June 27.
Michele is employed by Easton
Hospital.
◆ 1996 Karen Chuck works as a
graphic designer for Keenan-Nagle
Advertising of Allentown.

LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1981 Patricia Vahey recently
received her Master of Library Science

degree from Indiana University,
Bloomington,Indiana.She is employed
by the Government Publications
Department at the Indiana University
Main Library.

MEDICAL LAB
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1992 Jennifer R. Miller and 
Stephen J. Longenbach were married 
on October 3 in Bath. Jennifer is
employed at Easton Hospital as a 
medical laboratory technician.

MEDICAL OFFICE

◆ 1995 Lori Powanda became the
bride of Theodore Vlamis on October
26,1997 in South Stroudsburg.Lori
works for the Pocono Medical Center 
in East Stroudsburg.
◆ 1996 Michelle Lynn Ealey and
Terry John Nasatka were united in mar -
riage on October 18,1997.Michelle is
employed by Northwood Hand Center.

NURSING

◆ 1977 Gyl Garren Corona is cardiac
clinical nurse specialist at St.Luke’s
Hospital.She received a bachelor of
science degree from Cedar Crest
College and a master’s degree in 
nursing from Allentown College of 
St. Francis de Sales.
◆ 1981 Sue Grier is an oncology
clinical nurse specialist at Hematology-
Oncology Associates,Inc.in Allentown.
Sue earned a B.S.in education in 1973
from East Stroudsbug University and 
an M.S.N. in oncology nursing in 
1989 from Gwynedd Mercy College
in Gwynedd Valley. She is currently
enrolled in the FNP program at
Allentown College of St. Francis 
de Sales.
◆ 1993 William Leiner is the current
mayor of Coplay, PA.In addition to his
political duties,he works as a mental
health nurse at Lehigh Valley Hospital.
◆ 1996 Denise Pollak and Michael
Hanzarik,Jr. were married in September.
Denise is a registered nurse at Lehigh
Valley Hospital.
◆ 1997 Krista Marie Haberl and
Thomas Michael Keenan,Jr. exchanged
wedding vows on July 11 in Bethlehem.
Krista works at St.Luke’s Hospital.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION

◆ 1989 Beth Silverstein married Brian

Ujvary at the Stockton Inn in Stockton,
NJ. Beth is employed by the law firm of
Ridgway and Ridgway of Linwood,NJ.

RADIOGRAPHY

◆ 1996 Jennifer Lee Haas and Dana
Richard Ide were united in marriage in
a June ceremony. Jennifer works as a
diagnostic radiographer at Wilson
Memorial Hospital in Johnson City.

SAFETY, HEALTH 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL

TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1996 Denise Angeline Pazo

and Robert Matthew Mikovitch ’95,

chemical technology, were married 
in September. Denise works as a 
laboratory technician at Keystone
Cement Company. Robert is employed
at Elementis Catalyst as a quality 
assurance manager.

SPORTS MANAGEMENT

◆ 1997 Dino Jo Everett became the
bride of David Thomas Spearko at the 
2 p.m.ceremony on August 8 at the
Rose Garden,Bethlehem.

TRAVEL/TOURISM

◆ 1998 Christine Gladys Wehbe and
Marshall Gwynn Miles were married in
Easton on June 6.Christine is a medical
student at the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine.

TRUCK DRIVING

◆ 1997 Sherry A. Has and Lonny A.
Ross were united in marriage on June
20.Sherry is employed by Connie
Casuals in Bangor.

hen the umpire calls 
it a certain way, that’s

the way it is.” Kenneth D.

Buck ’75, vice president 
of human resources and 
corporate services at SI
Handling,is a big-time lover
of baseball.But he’s not just
talking about the game.
“Baseball has always been 
a good way to explain life
situations,”Buck says.
“Umpires are analogous to

customers in the working world — our customers call 
the shots and we respond.Simple as that.”

Given that commitment to customer satisfaction,it’s
no surprise Buck’s company enjoyed an 80 percent jump
in sales over last year;and a 100 percent increase in earn-
ings before taxes. Their current backlog stands at roughly
$31 million.The Lehigh Valley company provides automat-
ed material handling systems for manufacturers and distri-
bution operations.“Essentially,” says Buck,“our systems let
distributors pick high volumes of products — anything
from compact discs to electronics,cosmetics, you name it
— from warehouse shelves to fill orders.And they do it
much faster and more accurately than human hands.”

But don’t let Buck’s concern with robotics fool you.

His company meets the needs of a fast-paced world,but
there are no metal hinges in this businessman’s heart.
“Nothing happens because there’s a building with a 
logo stuck on it,”he says.“Or because it’s filled with 
technology. Businesses succeed because people work to
make it happen.”

Buck’s commitment to people goes beyond his 
company’s door and into the community.“Community 
service has always been high on my priority list,”he says.
“And I’m happy to say that SI encourages us to give back.”
Buck has held leadership and member positions with
such organizations as the Private Industry Council,Valley
Youth House,the Volunteer Center of the Lehigh Valley,
and nearly a dozen others,including NCC’s Alumni Board
of Directors.

“Again the metaphor of baseball comes to mind,”he
says, explaining the satisfaction of helping others.“When I
chaired the Two Rivers Chamber of Commerce, for exam-
ple, we had strong players.And we got a lot done,includ-
ing a major focus on tourism.“ Some teams are better
than others,he admits.But it’s not always skill that wins a
game — it’s attitude.“When you get a good team together
with a good game plan, you find people jumping on board
because they believe in it,” Buck says.“Then you just get
your players out on the field and try your darndest to
whack a home run.”

— James L. Johnson ’89

Stephen Bitsko Jr. Stephen
was a student at NCC,majoring in
electronics technology. He began
taking classes at the College in
spring 1992.

Richard J. Duggan Richard,
a longtime friend of the College,
was a retired contractor.

John “Duke” Kraus Duke was
an alumnus and nearly 22-year
employee of NCC.He received an
A.A.S.degree in Commercial Art
from NCC in 1973.He first
worked at the College as a
Professional Assistant in the
Theatre Department,beginning in
August 1973.In 1976,he was
named Coordinator of Special
Events/Theatre.Then,in July
1979,he was named Bookstore
Manager, a position he held until
his retirement on July 19, 1995.

Rosalie Mae Mackes A graduate
of NCC’s nursing program,she
was a licensed practical nurse,
working most recently in Monroe
County.

Lawrence G. Nesfeder

Lawrence was a night custodian
at the College for 32 years,
retiring in 1994.

William Shive William was hired
as physical plant supervisor in
1980. In 1985,he was promoted
to assistant superintendent of
buildings and grounds,a position
he held until retiring in 1994.

I N  M E M O R I A M
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ike Caruso presses together the tips of his fingers.“What
you do for a living you may be doing for 40 years,” he

says,and leans forward for emphasis.“You better love what
you’re doing.”That’s a rule the outgoing chair of NCC’s
Foundation Board lives by. It is one of his three rules for 
success.“Be excited about what you do,” says Caruso.“Forget
the money.That will come.”

Rule two makes clear, however, that
growing a successful business means
embracing change.“The shelf life of what
we learn is dwindling all the time,” says
Caruso.“Information is quickly outdated.An
ability to analyze a situation and adapt to it
is more critical to success than ever before.”

“But the most important key,”he contin-
ues,“is people skills.” Caruso is adamant
about the subject of good interpersonal 
relations.His companies were built on the
principle of customer service.“The benefits
field demands that you respond promptly
to people and their need.” he says.“You 
may be brilliant at crunching numbers,but
if you can’t relate on the human level,
you’re staring at failure.”

Success is learned. And Caruso knows
success! He is president of three benefits
management firms (MJ Caruso & Associates,
Inc.,the Independent Business Association,
Inc.,and The Benefits Firm,Inc.) who focus on servicing the
needs of the sole proprietor to large corporations.

But Caruso’s love for the small shop is evident in nearly
1,400 of his company’s clients who operate one- or two-per-
son businesses.“Given the continuance of rightsizing,”he says,

“people striking out on their own is an everyday occurrence.
It’s a trend that’s going to be with us for a long time.” Caruso
is convinced entrepreneurships will be a major growth in the
job market over the next 20 years.And he is more than ready
to help make that prediction a reality.

“Mike came to me with an idea for a new program,” says
Paul Pierpoint, former dean of Business,Technology and Allied
Health (now Dean,Community Education).“He wanted to 

produce budding entrepre-
neurs and risk-takers who
would turn ideas into 
realities.” So,after setting and
fine-tuning the curriculum,
NCC’s entrepreneurship 
program debuted in the fall
of 1998.“The program really
focuses on the values and
attitudes that allow people to
create successful businesses,”
says Pierpoint.“We hope to
promote the same entrepre-
neurial spirit that Mike
demonstrates in all aspects of
his public life.”

Caruso also understood
the need for an advisory
board to work closely with
the program.“When you’re
starting out on your own,
there are dozens of times 

you feel like throwing in the towel,” he says.“What you need 
is experience to lean on,mentors to help you over the rough
spots.I had plenty of mentors.Now I’d like to be there for 
others.”

When Caruso broached the subject of a board to 

Pierpoint,the dean was immediately
enthusiastic.“Nearly the first thing
Paul said,” laughs Caruso,“was,‘Sounds
great.How about if you chair it?’”
Caruso readily agreed to a two-year
stint.“I am very excited,” he says.
“We’ve got some top-notch business
people. From technology-minded peo-
ple,to home builders,service station
owners,accountants — a really
diverse and successful group.”

Volunteering for Northampton is
nearly a routine of Caruso’s life. For
the past nine years he has been a
member of the Foundation Board.In
December he stepped down as its
chair after a two-year term.But,typical
of Caruso’s commitment to the
College,he agreed to remain on the
Board for another year.“This is a fine
board,” says Caruso.“It’s a roll-up-your-
sleeves working board.We’re there to
raise capital and spend it on learning.”

Caruso is most proud of the 
support they’ve raised for endow-
ments.“I was a recipient of scholar-
ship aid when I went to college,” says
the Lehigh University graduate.“I want
to help pass that on.Give people the
opportunities I was given.Our Board
raised a lot of funds for the school’s
endowments.I feel honored to have
been a part of that.”

Along with helping to sustain those
endowments,Caruso has set up one of
his own.The Michael “Baskets”Caruso
Memorial Entrepreneurship
Scholarship Endowment was estab-
lished in his father’s memory.“Dad
always wanted his own business,”
Caruso says.“Unfortunately, he never
had the opportunity. But he always
encouraged me to do it.This scholar-
ship is a way of thanking my father for
being my first mentor.”

VOLUNTEERING
A DECADE OF LEADERSHIP

Northampton
Community College

Foundation Heritage Society

he Heritage Society was established in

1990 by the Northampton Community

College Foundation to recognize those 

individuals who have provided for the future

of Northampton Community College through 

wills and bequests, charitable remainder trusts,

charitable lead trusts,and/or life insurance poli-

cies.We invite your participation and comments.

Please call Michael E.Nagel,Senior Planned and

Major Gifts Officer, at 610/861-5449, or return the

form below.

Name _______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City __________________________ State ______ Zip ________

Phone  (_______)_____________________

Mail to: Michael E.Nagel
Senior Planned and Major Gifts Officer
Northampton community College
3835 Green Pond Road
Bethlehem, PA  18020
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NCC is an equal opportunity employer and values diversity. If you require accommodations for College events, please contact the

Office for Disability Services, 610/861-5351, at least one week prior to your visit.
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eeply moved by the remarks of
the student speaker who preced-

ed him,the Mayor of Mount Pocono
stepped forward to deliver a toast:

“Cento anni,” said Mario Scavello.
“That’s 100 years.May this campus
flourish and grow for 100 years.”

Guests raised their glasses in agree-
ment as faculty, staff, trustees,and community leaders gathered
at the Tannersville campus last October to celebrate NCC’s
first 10 years in Monroe County.

Scavella’s birthday wish for NCC
began to come true even before he
even uttered it.Moments earlier, Janet
Weidensaul, chairperson of the Monroe
County Commissioners,made a 
surprise announcement.Asking her 
fellow commissioners Jim Cadue 
and Greg Christine to join her at the
podium,Weidensaul pledged the 
County’s support for a proposed $3 
million expansion of the Monroe Campus.

The commissioner predicted that the expansion
would strengthen the economy by producing a well-
trained workforce and creating jobs.“If we are going 
to pursue economic development at the intensity that 
we want to,this partnership will allow us an incentive

not only for attracting
new business,but for
expansion of existing 
businesses,” she said.

With the commitment
of $1.5 million from Monroe
County, the College will seek
an equal amount from the
state for the addition of five
to seven classrooms,two
science labs, a “smart” room
with state-of-the-industry
multi media equipment and
satellite downlink,and
enhanced computer facilities

at the Tannersville campus.
Enrollment at the branch campus

has grown from 92 students to 1,000
students in the last ten years.Dr.
Robert J. Kopecek,president,told
members of the Monroe County
Advisory Committee and other 
community leaders who attended the

birthday bash: “This Center didn’t just happen.You made it
happen.”

Thanking them for their support,he said,“What you told 
us was true.You said,‘Come and you will be received and 
you will grow with the county.’ It has been a marvelous 
experience for us.”

Speaking on behalf of Monroe Campus students,Casey
Melcer recalled how she had enrolled at Monroe after finding
that a state university was not the right place for her as a

recent high school graduate.She thought
about taking time off from school,but 
her mother “had a suggestion that would
change my life. She suggested that I
check out Northampton Community
College.”

Melcer said her mother thought
“maybe a smaller learning environment
would be better for me.” Melcer has 
flourished at NCC’s Monroe Campus and
has qualified for membership in Phi Theta
Kappa,a national honor society.

Melcer described the students at the
Monroe Campus as diverse.“We are young
and old.We are mothers, fathers,hus-

bands,wives and children.We are bosses and employees.We
are teachers and learners.We are determined,ambitious peo-
ple with a common goal: to be educated,successful and make
our mark on the world.”

Praising the faculty and staff at the Monroe Campus for
knowing their students and the goals they want to achieve,
Melcer concluded,“With the development of the Monroe
Campus, we,the people of Monroe County now have the
opportunity to make our dreams a reality.”

As the mayor said,“Cento anni.”

TEN-YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED WITH

MONROE COUNTY PLEDGE OF $1.5 MILLION

Dr. Matthew J.
Connell, Dean

Charles M. Hannig, 
Trustee Liaison for Monroe
County


