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president’s message
It is hard to believe that I arrived at NCC just a little over a year ago. I 
say this because I feel so connected, energized and enthusiastic about the 
College, its people and our shared future. It is hard to believe I could have 
such powerful emotions and feelings after only a year, but I do, and that is 
part of the magic of NCC! 

This past year has been wonderful in many ways. It has also been a 
year when we have paused to consider our future, our aspirations and 
how to achieve them. Last October the college community embarked on an 
important journey to identify the areas of strategic focus that will be most 
critical over the next three years as we build on the College’s extraordinary 
success and become ever better.

In the weeks and months that followed, there were countless discus-
sions with internal and external constituencies, a campus-wide survey (800 responses) and broad-based 
committees developed to help defi ne the task at hand and set our course. In the process, thousands of 
individuals expressed their opinions about what will be most important to ensure our future success. 

What emerged is a bold but achievable path forward with fi ve areas of strategic focus setting our direc-
tion and clear action items, metrics and timelines to gauge and ensure our results. A natural extension of our 

existing strategic plan, these areas of focus will position the College for both near and long-term success. 
They include many innovative ideas that came from faculty, students, alumni and friends of the College; 
some from informal campus conversations others from meetings with business leaders, and some from our 
board of trustees. I have marveled at how the NCC community has embraced the planning process, bringing 
innovative thinking, great energy and strategic focus to every step of our journey. It was also heartening to 
see how quickly consensus emerged. I am pleased and proud to share with you the fi ve areas of strategic 
focus that will shape the course of our college over the next several years. You will fi nd an in-depth article 
about both the process and the outcomes on page 12 of this magazine. 

I would like to thank everyone who has been involved in the planning process. I hope all of you will 
embrace our future by fully engaging in the important work that lies ahead. As alumni and friends of the 
College, your role will be critical as we implement the exciting new initiatives outlined in this plan and 
continue to make NCC a national community college leader. ◆

I am pleased and proud to share with you 
the � ve areas of strategic focus that will 

shape the course of our college over 
the next several years.
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pulse
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt

PLENTY!

Hundreds of students 
participated in welcome back 
parties on the Main and Monroe 
campuses. College can be a wild 
ride, but NCC students are up 
to the challenge as Tiana Baker 
demonstrates coming down the 
zip line.

Thirty-Four Hundred-
plus new students already feel at 
home. Many of them got a head 
start by attending orientation over 
the summer. Here Sam Spartan 
gives Allison Poczak and her dad a 
hearty NCC welcome.

what’s new? 
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COOL TOOLS FOR STUDENTS
One incredible new resource is giving students free, up-to-the-minute information about 
career opportunities in the local area. Using “Career Coach,” students can fi nd out what 
jobs are available locally in a fi eld they are considering, what the typical salary range is for 
that fi eld, how many jobs are expected to open up in the next year and what the educational 
requirements are. 
You can fi nd it at http://northampton.edu/career-coach.htm.

Another cool tool makes it possible for students to register for classes, check 
their grades, review their fi nancial aid and access other information important to their 
academic life right from their cell phone or other mobile devices.  
Students can log in from www.northampton.edu.

Four new programs offer students the opportunity to prepare for careers 
in fi elds that are expected to experience signifi cant growth. Starting this fall 
students can earn an associate degree in environmental science or in hospitality 
management with an emphasis on meeting and special event planning. They can 
also study to become licensed massage therapists or lineworkers.

Two new sports teams have joined the lineup. Spartans will now be competing in the National Junior Collegiate 
Athletic Association in men’s and women’s cross country and in men’s lacrosse, bringing the total number of 
intercollegiate teams to 10. Thanks to NCC’s participation in the NJCAA, top athletes get to advance to regional 
and national championships.  

Eight new full-time faculty 
and staff members are sharing 
their knowledge with new and 
returning students. They include 
a sociologist with expertise in hip 
hop culture, a social worker with 
extensive clinical experience and 
a faculty member who is fl uent in 
Czech and Slovak.
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Program can be a springboard for high-achieving students   By Myra Saturen

E X C E L L E N C E     Scholarship & Service

PRESIDENTIAL 
AMBASSADORS

hail to the

Meet NCC’s presidential ambassadors, new and 
returning. These students have been awarded full-tuition scholarships on 
the basis of their academic achievements in high school and participation 
in extracurricular activities.

The Presidential Ambassador Program was established by the NCC 
Foundation to reward academic excellence and to encourage service to 
college and community. To be eligible, students must graduate in the top 

20 percent of their high school classes. Presidential ambassadors commit 
to 20 hours of service to the College each semester, including special 
projects like closed-captioning college videos for the hearing impaired and 
assisting at special events like the Community Fabric Awards.

The fi rst presidential ambassador scholarship was awarded in 1992-
93. Since then, the Presidential Ambassador Program has provided 
scholarships totaling $790,630 to 212 students.
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Eric Dal Pos ’98 graduated 
with an associate of arts 
degree and transferred to East 
Stroudsburg University. He worked 
for Monroe County Children and 
Youth Services and later as a 
behavioral therapist for children 
on the autistic spectrum and with 
other behavioral concerns. He 
now works for Step by Step Inc., 
an organization providing support 
services to children and adults 
with developmental disabilities 
and mental illness.

Jennifer MacGregor ’05.
After majoring in liberal arts at 
NCC, MacGregor continued her 
education at Lehigh University. 
She is now a social media 
manager and marketing/ 
recruitment writer at Brooklyn 
College, where she writes 

programs for events, manages 
social media, started a Tumblr 
blog, takes pictures and works 
with tour guides. She is also a 
freelancer for the publication 
Education Update.

The career of Robert Seip 
’99 has literally taken off. While 
attending Northampton as an 
electronics technology major, he 
began taking fl ying lessons. “I 
learned to budget my time with 
the added workload and fi nished 
my private pilot certifi cate in my 
second semester,” he said. After 
graduating from NCC, Seip began 
working at Lutron Electronics, 
but in time he decided to marry 
his love for aviation with his 
zest for instruction. He earned 
commercial pilot and fl ight 
instructor certifi cates and started 

Charlyann Acosta, Liberty High School, nursing
Vahya Adejoh, Easton Area High School, computer science
Devan Allen, Nazareth Area High School, business administration
Lindsey Bogert, Liberty High School, biological science
Kimberly Burke, Liberty High School, general studies
Steven Buskaritz, Northampton Area High School, biological science
Breanna Connell, Pocono Mountain East High School, dental hygiene
Rotceh DeJesus, Freedom High School, general studies
Tori Geiger, Liberty High School, nursing
Anthony Heckman, Northampton Area High School, math/physics
Danielle Maddalena, Pocono Mountain West High School, criminal justice
Jaden Makovsky, Northampton Area High School, liberal arts.
Leslie Moser, Liberty High School, liberal arts
Amber Nelson, Freedom High School, business administration
Logan Paff, Pen Argyl Area High School, nursing
Stephanie Perez, Freedom High School, general studies
Joel Snyder, Faith Christian School, sports medicine
Danielle Thompson, Stroudsburg High School, nursing
Wesley Smith, Pen Argyl Area High School, business administration
Justin Skrzypek, Bangor Area High School, engineering

From entrepreneurship to social work to nursing to scientifi c research, you will fi nd NCC presidential 
ambassadors like the ones profi led on these pages succeeding in a wide variety of fi elds. 

Where are they now? 

training new pilots at Braden 
Airpark in Easton. He is now 
completing an associate degree 
in science at Carteret Community 
College in Morehead City, NC., 
with plans to transfer to East 
Carolina University. Eventually he 
would like to teach physics at a 
university that also has an 
aviation program.

Janet Subjin Di Tullio ’98.
After earning her associate degree 
in education at NCC, Di Tullio 
transferred to Kutztown University 
and obtained her bachelor’s 
of education in secondary 
mathematics. She taught math 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
and completed a master’s degree 
in education with a concentration 
in curriculum and instruction 
and a certifi cate in mathematics 
supervision. Di Tullio currently 
works as a math tutor through 
Club Z and has her own tutoring 
company named math1o1pa. Her 
next goal is to earn a doctorate 
in education. She has found 
her niche. “I was born to assist 
students in math,” Di Tullio says.

Myrtle W. Nguyen, RN, 
BSN, CCRN, ’02, ’04, is a 
registered nurse with certifi cation 
in critical care nursing. She works 
in the post-anesthesia care unit 
at Muhlenberg Hospital. For the 
fi rst eight years of her career, 
she worked as a critical care 
nurse. However, when she started 
pursuing her MSN in family 
nursing, she decided to switch 
to a less stressful environment, 
allowing her to focus on 
continuing her education. ◆

Presidential ambassadors 
for 2013-2014 include:

 “NCC played a huge role in 
my current successes in my 
career and life in general. 
The years I spent at NCC 
were among the best years of 
my life thus far.”

“Being a presidential 
ambassador, I had a built-in 
community. We did events 
together. It was a positive 
experience. I keep in touch 
with fellow ambassadors.”
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E X C E L L E N C E     Let’s give them some props!

STARS
NCC students, faculty, sta� and programs continue to shine on the educational stage.

Dr. John Leiser was 
deemed one of “40 under 40” 
rising stars in Monroe County 
when it comes to professional 
accomplishments. An associate 
professor of biology at the 
Monroe Campus, Leiser was 
previously named Professor of 
the Year for all the colleges and 
universities in Pennsylvania 
for the extraordinary learning 
opportunities he provides for 
students interested in biology, 
ecology and environmental 
studies. The “40 under 40” honor 
came from The Pocono Record.

college rock

Each year students from 
community colleges throughout 
the Northeast are invited to 
present papers that demonstrate 
outstanding scholarship and 
originality at the Beacon 
Conference. At the most recent 
conference, Caitlyn Aricelis 
Colon, an education major 
from NCC, was recognized as 
an outstanding presenter for her 
paper, “Carol Danvers: Earth’s 
Mightiest Hero.” Margaret 
Borene served as Colon’s 
faculty mentor.
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Each year the national journal 
Community College Week 
publishes lists of the top 50 
associate degree producers 
in the country. This year NCC 
made the list in two categories: 
criminal justice and education. 
Education has been a popular 
major at NCC since the College 
was founded. Close to 4,000 
alumni have gone directly to 
work in child care centers 
or in paraeducator positions 
or continued their education 
so they can teach in public 
elementary or secondary schools. 
The criminal justice program 
did not start until 1990, but it 
has grown quickly. It now ranks 
24th in size among community 
colleges nationwide.

NCC’s athletic director, Troy Tucker, was one of only four 
athletic directors from two-year colleges to receive the Under Armour 
Athletic Director of the Year Award from the National Association of 
Collegiate Directors of Athletics. Athletic opportunities for students have 
grown tremendously since Tucker joined the staff in 2008. Facilities have 
been renovated, the College has developed a first-rate athletics website, 
the number of intercollegiate sports has increased by four, and in the 
four years since the College joined the National Junior College Athletic 
Association, five NCC teams have earned national top-10 rankings.

Softball player Melanie 
Hippenstiel and soccer player 
Sean Scerbo were honored 
with the 2012-13 Academic 
Student-Athlete Award by the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA). Fewer 
than 3 percent of the 60,000 
students who competed in the 
NJCAA qualified for the honor. 
Hippenstiel and Scerbo both 
received the Superior Academic 
Achievement Award, which goes 
to students with a grade-point 
average of 3.8 or higher, with a 
miniumum of 45 credits earned.

A television commercial 
featuring NCC alumni garnered 
silver in the Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education’s National Circle 
of Excellence competition. 
CASE membership includes 
more than 3,600 colleges 
and universities, primary and 
secondary independent and 
international schools, and 
nonprofit organizations in 76 
countries. “The commercials show 
the power Northampton gives to 
students, not only to be successful 
in their chosen career paths, but 
to become the best person each 
was meant to be,” says Paul 
Joly, NCC’s director of marketing 
and publications. The series 
was produced by John Sterling 
Ruth. The creative director was 
Sharon Tercha. The commercials 
can be viewed on NCC’s YouTube 
channel, SamSpartanNCC. u

The pressure was on this 
fall as Associate Professor of 
Culinary Arts Sue Roth stepped 
on stage at the Allentown Fair 
and faced the mystery items 
that she would have to turn into 
gourmet fare within 45 minutes. 
With the crowd watching in 
amazement, she turned a 2-foot-
long octopus and a sirloin roast 
into a mouth-watering variation 
on surf and turf, capturing the 
fair's Iron Chef title for the sixth 
year in a row.

Sue Kubik, the former vice president for advancement credited with 
making NCC’s fundraising program one of the most successful in the country, 
was presented with The Council for Advancement and Support of Education’s  
Lifetime Achievement Award in July. The award is a tribute to her impact 
on the field of institutional advancement on the national and international  
levels. She is pictured here, second from left, with (l-r) NCC President 
Emeritus (and spouse!) Arthur Scott, Planned Giving Officer Sharon Zondag, 
President Mark Erickson and Director of Alumni Affairs Melissa Starace.
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It was a tall order: Make the parts for a nearly 33-foot-
tall wind turbine and assemble them in the snow-
capped mountains of Peru.

At least one of the eight Northampton Community 
College students who signed up had never left the 
country before. None had ever built a power generator 
that resembles a windmill.

But after triumphing over hardships to complete 
the task and coming down the mountain, all basked 
in the LED light along with villagers whose shops 
had electricity for the first time.

B Y  A N N  W L A Z E L E KB Y  A N N  W L A Z E L E K
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Communication major Emily MacBride 
(center) secures the blades to the generator 

frame as Candice De Aguiar  (left) and 
Genny Pang look on. De Aguiar and Pang 

are long-term WindAid volunteers. At left, 
biotechnology major Brett Yacone captures 

the moment as the turbine begins to turn.



“It started snowing,” biological science student John 
Schaffer of Hellertown recalled. “And, there was a big celebration.”

Shop owners, family members and dignitaries, including the minister 
of tourism, clapped and cheered for the young men and women who 
devoted three and a half weeks of their summer battling below-freezing 
temperatures and high-altitude sickness to bring light and power to the 
distant vendor village.

“A little girl, dressed in traditional garb, danced for us,” said Emily MacBride, 
a communication major who, at 19, was NCC’s youngest participant.

“I felt good.”
And MacBride didn’t even know that the outcome of NCC’s first 

overseas class project could be one for the record books. Standing 
nearly 16,000 feet above sea level, the turbine built with the help of NCC 
students and faculty will likely meet the Guinness World Records criteria 
for “highest altitude wind turbine in the world.” WindAid officials say the 
turbine NCC students and faculty helped to build is 4,882 meters above 
sea level, or far higher than the previous Guinness record of 4,110 meters. 

NCC’s course, officially called “Implementing Sustainable Energy 
Systems in Developing Communities,” was the brainchild of Associate 
Professor of Communication Christine Armstrong.

Armstrong had volunteered to help build a wind turbine in Peru two 
years ago through WindAid.org, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to promoting energy alternatives to fossil fuel and providing power to 
remote areas of Peru.

 “I thought I could expand my use of Spanish and see Peru,” she said. “But 
it was such a great experience that I wanted to find a way to include students.” 

Armstrong designed the course and sought grant money and contribu-
tions. Although she failed to secure major funding, the College’s Interna-
tional Studies program provided some money and the students paid the 
rest: $2,700 for the flight, lodging and meals; another $300 for the credits.

Above: The shops in Pastoruri had no electricity before the 
wind turbine was built. Center left: Sanding is necessary, but 
not glamorous work as fine art major Ashlyn Summers can 
attest. Center right: Even breathing can be a struggle at 16,000 
feet. Oxygen eased the symptoms of altitude sickness for liberal 
arts major Jason DuFort. Below: Volunteers from WindAid, 
NCC and other colleges celebrate weeks of work that will have  
a lasting impact. 
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Besides Schaffer and MacBride, students participating were Jason 
DuFort, liberal arts; Dominic Itterly, applied quality and standards; Jeffrey 
Lind, business administration; Ashlyn Summers, fine art; Grace Tallarico, 
general studies; and Brett Yacone, biotechnology.

Also on board was Dan Philipps, program manager for NCC’s heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration program. Philipps oversaw 
the technical portion of the students’ seven-day preparatory education on 
campus, covering electrical wiring, welding and off-grid electrical systems.

Because of the advance work, Philipps said, “The eight students we 
took were better prepared than normal volunteers.” 

Still, it was far from an easy mission.
The class left Newark, N.J., on May 31 for an eight-hour flight to Lima, 

Peru’s capital. Then they boarded a bus for a nine-hour ride to Trujillo, a 
city on the northern coast that is home to WindAid’s workshop. 

The first two weeks, they stayed in a recently acquired house in Trujillo 
with 10 other students from the United States, Canada and Scotland. The 
house, leased by WindAid for volunteers, had its own electricity and 
water problems. But NCC’s crew persevered, replacing blown fuses and 
fixing wiring after long days at the workshop.

“We made everything,” Schaffer said, proud of the turbine production 
and assembly jobs each student learned. “Nothing was pre-made.”

The students would rise around 7 a.m. and finish working about 12 
hours later.

“There was lots of sanding,” MacBride recalled, especially of the six-
foot-long rotary blades made from fiberglass, resin and carbon fiber. Each 
blade had to be precisely shaped and perfectly smooth.

Working with fiberglass was “horrible,” Schaffer said, adding that 
students used a lot of talcum powder to keep the tiny particles out of the 
pores in their skin.

Every volunteer learned about welding, metal fabrication and carbon 
fiber blade construction with oversight from WindAid Founder Michael 
VerKamp, Project Director Nick Warren and NCC’s own Armstrong and 
Philipps. The volunteers also did the wiring in town and taught residents 
how to maintain the small power plant.

Once all the parts were made, the crew loaded them into vehicles for 
a 13,000-foot climb to Catac, where the group could get acclimated to a 
thinner atmosphere and be closer to the assembly point at the base of one 
of the world’s fastest-receding glaciers.

Everyone knew that a thinner atmosphere and less oxygen could 
wreak havoc on their bodies, but it did not prevent many from getting sick.

“We all showed signs of altitude sickness,” Schaffer said. “Everyone 
was fatigued.”

MacBride said she felt nauseated and dehydrated and threw up four 
times the night NCC’s crew stayed on the mountain.

While the team could have built a wind turbine of the same height and 
weight in a day or less under normal conditions, building it on a snowy 
mountain while breathing less oxygen proved much more taxing. 

Explained Philipps, “We did one thing, then stopped and breathed.”
In all, construction took three days. When they first started the system 

to witness the power they had supplied, the crew was crestfallen. There 
had been a “slight glitch,” Philipps said. The rotor dragged on one of the 
magnets, which slowed the turbine. 

One more climb up the mountain the following day to fix it and the 
crew emerged jubilant, officially completing the project on June 20.

Students and faculty alike said the experience made them proud to 
help the people of Peru, who struggle every day with poverty and isolation. 
While some would have preferred providing electricity to homes, schools 
and hospitals, all understood WindAid’s interest in obtaining world-record 
publicity to promote and help finance their cause: providing light, power for 
computers and electricity for water pumps for homes and small businesses. 

By supplying power to the shops, students noted, the merchants 
could stay open longer, their families could read into the night and Peru’s 
economy could receive a surge from added amenities for tourists.

Yet the learning generated more than the education, mechanics and 
stamina required to build a turbine in a foreign country under challenging 
conditions.

MacBride said she developed a new appreciation for language 
barriers. She smiled a lot and used hand gestures to be understood. And, 
working side-by-side with others she barely knew taught her the value of 
teamwork and the human spirit.

“Peru has a way of bringing people really close,” Schaffer said, citing 
taxis so crammed that passengers must sit on one another’s laps. 

That had an impact on students. MacBride pointed to photos taken at 
the onset of the trip and at its conclusion. In the first shot, there’s personal 
space between students; on the return, they are forged together.

Drawn to the course because of his commitment to community service, 
Schaffer, 30, said he loved everything about Peru: “the people, the culture, the 
closeness, the way people greet and meet you … the whole volunteer aspect.” 

Armstrong was pleased with the changes she saw in her students’ 
perspectives. Americans, for the most part, are a throw-away society, she 
said, but one student “found this rickety stool, tore it apart and rebuilt it 
from the parts of other rickety stools to come up with one good stool. He 
was so proud, and I was almost in tears.”

Energized by the positive feedback and connections students found 
to their majors, Armstrong plans to offer the course again next year, 
preferably without the added challenges of a world altitude record. u

Everyone loves a parade! Students and faculty from NCC 
happened to arrive in Trujillo on Dia Mundial del Medio 
Ambiente (World Environment Day) and promptly were invited 
to lead a parade through town. What a warm welcome!
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{se�ing our sites on new heights for students and for the community}
TREK to the TOP

orthampton Community College has always aimed high.
In 1965 the College’s founders committed themselves 

to establishing a community college that would ensure 
“maximum offerings” for all who could benefit.

Fast forward to 2013.
What are the programs that will be most beneficial for 

students and for the community?
That is the question that NCC’s then-new president, Dr. Mark Erickson, posed last fall.
Using the College’s strategic plan as a starting point, and taking into consideration the 

changes that are occurring in the world-at-large and in higher education, faculty, staff, 
students, alumni, trustees, business leaders and taxpayers brainstormed in large group 
meetings, small working groups and informal conversations.

Over the course of six months, more than 1,000 people weighed in. Consensus was 
reached remarkably quickly. In the next few pages, you will read about the five strategic 
priorities that will drive NCC’s trek to the top over the next three years.

Some of the initiatives are already under way, thanks to funding from the NCC 
Foundation and a strategic investment fund established by the Board of Trustees. Others 
will be phased in according to a timetable spelled out in the plan. Progress will be measured 
against specific metrics.

“The world we live in and the communities and students we serve continue to change at 
a rapid pace,” says Erickson. “These areas of strategic focus ensure that we are changing, 
too, and the metrics we have developed provide important markers to assess our progress 
and determine where we need to make adjustments. The plan is bold but achievable.”
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PRIMARY FEATURE - STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
 
Now that the president has chosen a theme, please 
plan to use the artwork that Luis (or someone) will 
send you to tie the magazine piece to other promo-
tional materials for the strategic priorities.  Try to 
make the art that shows the person on the cliff the 
primary image, although if the other image works 
better (the mountain with the NCC logo at the top), 
you can use that instead (or in addition to the cliff). 
 
The president will want numerals with the five priori-
ties.  He is all about numerals, preferably set within 
the diamond-shape.
 
The colors used in other promotional materials are 
orange and the NCC blue.
 
I’ve changed the headline and subhead and made 
tweaks in the copy based on Dr. Erickson’s comments 
in a meeting yesterday.  Use the version marked 
“Revisions.”

C H A R T  T H E  C L I M B  AT 
northampton.edu/expedition



Admissions van coming soon to a location near you!

Experiential learning in every program

New ways of helping students master math

New academic programs

More intercollegiate sports

More accelerated courses

Center for Civic Engagement

Student Outreach
Providing high-quality, accessible and affordable educational 
opportunities and services has always been at the heart of NCC’s 
mission. Over the past 45 years, the College has done that for more than 
371,658 area residents, but many capable students still view college as 
out of reach. During the next two to three years, with a traveling van, 
new scheduling options and career exploration programs, we will make 
a special effort to connect with and assist veterans, home-schooled 
students, high school students who could benefi t from dual enrollment, 
students who are unable to attend classes on campus and students who 
are uncertain about their career goals.

Student Success
Recognizing that earning an associate degree is an important goal 
for some, but not all, students, we will implement College Success 
strategies aimed at not only increasing the percentage of students 

who earn degrees, but also the percentage who earn career-specifi c 
certifi cates and who transfer prior to earning a degree if those are 
their goals. Through College Readiness initiatives, we will reduce 
the percentage of students who get bogged down by the need for 
remediation. We will also establish partnerships with other colleges to 
enable students to complete bachelor’s degrees on NCC campuses.

Diversity & Global Engagement
The diversity of NCC’s student body is one of the college’s strengths. In 
the next two to three years we will continue to increase the diversity 
of the faculty and staff, to increase enrollment of English as a Second 
Language and international students, to incorporate materials that refl ect 
different cultural and global perspectives into more courses and to 
establish a global coalition that will create opportunities for interaction 
among students and faculty from around the world.

Community Engagement
The services that NCC offers to the business community will be compiled 
in a guide that will make it easy for businesses to learn about the variety 
of resources available to them. Building on programs that are already in 
place, the College will open a Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
that will continue to make NCC the “go-to” place for economic 
development and a Center for Civic Engagement that will
strengthen student involvement in all of the communities the College
serves. A College-Corporate Exchange Program will ensure that all 
NCC students have the opportunity to engage in experiential learning, 
internships or job shadowing prior to graduation.

Leadership in Technology
Technology is changing the way students learn. An Innovation Lab 
completed this summer enables our faculty to experiment with new 
teaching techniques to determine which models are most effective in 
their subject areas. Over the next three years, they will be implementing 
these new models to enhance student learning. When the new Monroe 
Campus opens in 2014, classrooms, labs and common areas will all be 
equipped with the latest technology. The infrastructure at the Bethlehem 
and Fowler sites will be comparable by 2016.

5 strategic priorities
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landmarks to 
watch for

Admissions van coming soon to a location near you!

Career exploration track

Experiential learning in every program

New ways of helping students master math

New academic programs

More intercollegiate sports

More accelerated courses

Creative uses of technology in the classroom

Center for Civic Engagement

Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship

A global coalition with NCC as its hub



For event details and the latest information, 
visit www.northampton.edu and click on 

“Calendar” at the top. 

happenings 

Art Exhibits
Oct. 31 – Dec. 13:

Growing Up – Miami 
Beach to the Big Apple
Photographs by Janice 

Lipzin. Opening reception: Nov. 15, 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Held in the gallery 
of Communications Hall. The gallery 
is open Mon. – Thur., 8 a.m. – 10 
p.m.; Fri. and Sat., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Sun.

Nov. 21 – 25:
A Doll’s House, by Henrik Ibsen.
A classic look at the roles of men 
and women in society, marriage 
and life. Directed by George Miller. 
Limited seating. Performances at 
7:30 p.m. on Nov. 21, 22, 23, and 25 
at 3 p.m. on Nov. 24 in the Norman 
R. Roberts Lab Theatre, Kopecek 
Hall. Admission is free with a 
donation of nonperishable food 
items or a scholarship contribution. 
Reservations suggested; call 
610-861-5524.

Especially for 
Alumni and 
Parents
Dec. 6:
Holiday Concert Reception
Enjoy light refreshments with 
faculty and staff, followed by the 
NCC Community Chorus Holiday 
Concert. 6 – 7 p.m. in the Lipkin 
Theatre Lobby, Kopecek Hall.
For information or to RSVP, call 
610-861-5088.

Especially 
for Youth
The Cops ‘n’ Kids Reading 
Room at NCC’s Fowler Family 
Southside Center is open to the 
public every Wednesday from 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m. and for special 
Saturday programs such as: 

O�  to War 
and Coming Home
The third year of college-community 
programming made possible by a grant 
from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and matching gi� s will focus 
on the experience of military veterans 
during their service and on their return 
to civilian life as it relates to signi� cant 
historical events.

Nov. 13: 
Returning Union Veterans of the Civil War
Presentation by Dr. Brian Alnutt, NCC history professor, 10:15 a.m. 
Organized by the Historical Association of Tobyhanna Township and held 
in the Clymer Library Building, 115 Firehouse Road, Pocono Pines, pa.

Nov. 14: 
The Experience of Student Veterans
Panel discussion moderated by Michael Sparrow, director, NCC Learning 
Center. 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. in Room 146, College Center. 

Nov. 14:
Off to War and Coming Home
Hear the stories and personal refl ections of veterans of wars from the 
1940s to the present. Panel discussion moderated by Michael McGovern, 
NCC history professor. 7 p.m. in the Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall. 

April 8:
Wes Moore
Save the date to hear Rhodes Scholar, combat veteran, White House 
fellow and humanitarian Wes Moore, author of the New York Times 
bestseller The Other Wes Moore. Ticket reservations will be accepted 
starting in February.



Nov. 16:
Youth Chess Tournament
12th annual fall youth chess 
championship for ages 18 and 
under. Five rounds of chess, rated 
and unrated sections. Trophies 
and prizes awarded. 8 a.m. – 5 
p.m. in the David A. Reed 
Community Room, College Center. 
$30 pre-register by Nov. 14/$35 
at the door. To register, call 
610-861-4120.

Nov. 23:
Hippocampus
Meet author and seventh-grade 
science teacher Tom Tancin. In the 
fi rst book of his young adult fantasy 
trilogy, Trey Atlas from Miami is a 
boy who just lost everything. But in 
Atlantis, he’s the prince and savior 
of the island.

Dec. 7:
Crafts and Story Time
Make a snowman gift and 
homemade wrapping paper. 
Educator Lisa Morro will lead 
the snowman story time. 
To register, call 610-861-5526. 
The Reading Room is also open 
to the public on Wednesdays, 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Conferences, 
Speakers & 
Workshops
Nov. 14:
An Hour with Author 
Elva Treviño Hart
In her award-winning book, 
Barefoot Heart: Stories of a 
Migrant Child, this daughter 
of migrant workers captures 
the struggles of the day-to-day 
existence of those who work 
the fi elds while encountering an 
environment hostile to those not 
literate in English. Hart holds a 
master’s degree from Stanford and 
worked for 20 years in computer 
science/engineering before giving it 
up to become a storyteller.
11 a.m. – noon in the David A. Reed 
Community Room, College Center 
and 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room, Monroe Campus.

Music, Dance 
& Poetry
Nov. 13
Déjà Brew Coffee House

Students will have the unique 
opportunity to perform alongside 
the professional acoustic duo 
SideArm, who will play requests 
from the audience including 
cover tunes from all genres and 
decades. Proceeds from raffl es 
and coffee/dessert bar will benefi t 
the Stephanie Rivera Scholarship 
Fund. 5 – 9 p.m. in the Community 
Room, Monroe Campus.

Dec. 6:
Winter Holiday Concert
NCC’s community chorus, Bel 
Canto Dalle Stelle, will warm your 
heart by singing all your holiday 
favorites. 7:30 p.m. in the Lipkin 
Theatre, Kopecek Hall. $5 donation 
or a non-perishable food item to 
benefi t the needy.

Dec. 12, 13:
Winter Danceworks

Students from the Northampton 
Dance Ensemble and Acta 
Non Verba will perform pieces 
choreographed by NCC dance 
faculty. 11:15 a.m. on Dec. 12 and 
7:30 p.m. on Dec. 13 in the Lipkin 
Theatre, Kopecek Hall. Admission 
is free with a donation of a non-
perishable food item for a local 
food bank. 

Honoring 
Heroes
Nov. 12:
Veterans Day Observance
Join us as we pay tribute to the 
veterans in our community. 11:30 
a.m. in the Susan K. Kubik Tribute 
Garden, Main Campus. In case of 
rain: David A. Reed Community 
Room, College Center. To register, 
call 610-861-5088.

Heading to 
College
Get to know NCC! Join us for a 
pre-enrollment session. Tour the 
campus, learn about our programs 
and student life, get answers to 
questions and meet faculty and 
staff. For dates and times, go to 
www.northampton.edu or call 
610-861-5500.

Nov. 23:
Main Campus Open House
Learn about the many fi elds of 
study offered at NCC, tour the 
campus and meet faculty members 
and current students. Questions 
will be answered by experts in 
admissions, fi nancial aid and 
career services. 10 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. in the Arthur L. Scott Spartan 
Center, Main Campus.

Celebrations
Jan. 25:
Winter Commencement
Celebrate the success of August 
and December graduates on this 
joyous occasion. 11 a.m. in the 
Arthur L. Scott Spartan Center, 
Main Campus. ◆
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notes Alumni Share Their Stories

Accounting
2000 J. Jason Cloutier 
of El Paso, Texas, received a bach-
elor’s degree in accounting with a 
minor in aerospace studies from 
Wilkes University, where he was a 
member of the Air Force ROTC 
program. After graduation, he was 
commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant, serving as an intelligence 
officer during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Free-
dom. In 2006 he was honorably 
discharged with the rank of cap-
tain. He then entered the Allen-
town Police Academy and 
graduated in 2006. Two years 
later, he was hired by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA), 
where he works as a special agent 
assigned to the Southwest border. 
He says, “I do think that the qual-
ity of education that I received 
while at NCC prepared me very 
well for the courses that I took 
at Wilkes University.”

Architecture
2004 Tanya Fetzer  of 
Bethlehem recently passed the 
national exams for her architect 
license. She is now a member 
of the AIA and is working at 
Architectural Concepts in the 
Lancaster area.

2008 David Leiber  of 
Riegelsville and Lily Wolcott 
Warner were married on June 14 

at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 
Leiber is a construction manager 
for the Excel Group, an interiors 
construction company in Man-
hattan. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in construction manage-
ment from the Pratt Institute.

Biological Science
1994 Dr. Blayne 
Bergenstock-Miller  of 
Warren is a veterinarian at the 
Kinzua Veterinary Clinic. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from Moravian College 
and his doctorate in veterinary 
medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

2000 Michael Borbacs 
of Arlington, Va., is the director 
of IT operations at Georgetown 
University.

2000 Lori (Cogorno) 
Rosen  of Bethlehem 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
biochemistry at the University 
of Scranton. She works as a 
chemist for National Medical 
Services in its forensics lab.

2005 Sarah Schnader 
Jones  of Allentown is a 
laboratory supervisor at 
Connective Tissue Gene Tests 
in Allentown. She manages 
five technicians there and has 
had the opportunity to attend 

conferences in Washington, 
D.C., and Phoenix, Ariz. She 
says, “I am grateful for the 
opportunities I had at NCC 
and that I was able to move 
on and complete a degree that 
got me to where I am today. I 
had a very good experience at 
Northampton and would highly 
recommend it to anyone.”

2008 Joshua Kaminski
of Bethlehem recently completed 
a master of biomedical science 
degree at The Commonwealth 
Medical College in Scranton. He 
works as a simulation technician 
at Lehigh Valley Health Network 
and serves as a volunteer with 
the No One Dies Alone program. 
He is also a volunteer EMT 
with the Bethlehem Medical 
Reserve Corps. He joined Ulster 
Pipe Band as a member of the 
Grade 5 competition band. Last 
year, he traveled to Honduras 
during spring break with Global 
Brigades as a public health 
volunteer and reported that he 
plans to do so again. 

2012 Brittany Lutz 
of Stroudsburg is a veterinary 
technician at Falls Road Animal 
Hospital in Baltimore, Md. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
biology with a specialization in 
pre-professional studies from 
Delaware Valley College.

Business 
Administration
1973 Donna Taggart  of 
Bethlehem received the Women 
of the Year Award for volunteer 
achievements in the community, 
presented by the YWCA of 
Bethlehem. 

1996 Thomas Brugger 
of Plano, Texas, is a senior 
business analyst at Heidelberg 
Cement Group in Irving, Texas. 
He received a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from Moravian 
College.

1998 Kyle Kirkpatrick 
of Lewisberry is a category 
manager for Ahold USA, Giant 
Food Stores’ parent company. 
He received a bachelor’s degree 
in marketing from Bloomsburg 
University and a master’s degree 
from Penn State, Harrisburg.

2010 Rachel Warner 
of Kunkletown graduated this 
May with a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, S.C. 
She works as an accountant for 
Nestle and plans to pursue her 
CPA license.

2011 Kayla Toncik 
of Pen Argyl is currently 
working as a bartender. She 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration at 
Moravian College.

continued on page 21

Keep us posted! Send your story and photos to alumni@northampton.edu or submit 
at www.northampton.edu/alumniupdate.
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eing a little disruptive is not always bad. 
In fact, Steve Yapsuga ’95 says it can be 
just the thing that will get you noticed in the 

corporate world. Yapsuga, who serves as market 
development manager — strategic accounts at 
wireless and mobile telecommunications giant 

TESSCO, believes making changes and pursuing 
new opportunities is a great way to become successful in the business world. 

To do this, it often means modifying something in an existing market in 
an unexpected way. And even though it could seem crazy at first, it’s ideas 
like these can become game changers. (Think how the iPhone shook up the 
smartphone industry a few years ago.)

It’s all about having the courage to make a move, he says. 
“The way people communicate in business has changed so much. To get 

someone’s attention you have to become disruptive,” Yapsuga said. “There 
are always doubters saying this isn’t something that’s possible, something a 
company can’t do. But life’s about chances. If you believe in something and 
are passionate about it, you’ve got to go for it.”

The entrepreneurial spirit ingrained in Yapsuga has shown the 
companies he works with a path to smart growth and profitability, and now 
he’s turning his eye toward helping students and recent grads looking to 
start their careers.

“I know what it was like to be in their shoes. I had great mentors —
these people took their time to help me. That’s what life is about.,” he said. 
“It’s a great feeling to be able to do the same thing for someone else.”

For example, the soon-to-be graduate of the Sellinger School of Business 
and Management at Loyola University has served on an advisory committee 
for the university’s ‘iGoForth’ program. He’s helping current Loyola students 
who are building apps they hope to eventually bring to the marketplace. 
The program was recently featured in the business  technology publication, 
InformationWeek.

Yapsuga remains active in networks relating to his field. He serves as a 
board member for the Maryland-DC Wireless Association (MDDCWA), and 
was a founding board member of the NorthEast DAS and Small Cell forum. 
He also founded the “Wireless Video Surveillance” group on the networking 
site LinkedIn, where his personal profile was awarded as one of the top one 
percent viewed in 2012. 

He credits Northampton for the jumpstart he needed to pursue his suc-
cessful career.

“NCC made a huge difference in my life. If I didn’t choose to go to NCC, 
I wouldn’t be where I am today,” he said. “NCC helped me to ask more 
questions, better questions. I learned to say, “Why not?’ and push myself.”

Yapsuga lives in Maryland with his wife, Jenn, and two daughters, 
Caroline and Gigi. ◆ 

by Sandy Stahl

STEVE YAPSUGA ’95

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Alumnus Steve Yapsuga � nds 
that disrupting the status quo 

can be the key to success in 
the business world. 
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The power of a NCC education x 4
NCC 4 

Over a decade ago Joyce  Hoyak ‘07, a part-time preschool 
teacher, saw information about free noncredit early childhood education 
classes at Northampton and jumped at the chance to enroll.

Joyce didn’t have money to go back to school, so she thought a 
noncredit class that could convert to college credits later was just what 
she needed. “For the most part, I took every class the program offered for 
several years for free. It was incredible,” she said. 

A friend from church, NCC’s assistant director of career services, Jennifer 
Napierkowski, pointed out that her classes were adding up quickly.

She said, “You are so close. Why don’t you consider taking a class or 
two to get a certificate?”

As it turned out, with some courses that could be transferred 
from a community college she had attended years prior, Joyce only 
needed three or four more classes to earn an associate degree in early 
childhood education. 

Joyce says she had no idea when she enrolled in the first noncredit 
class that she’d be graduating with a degree, and at the same time 
starting a family tradition, but the great experience she had at 
Northampton was something she wanted for her children. 

Her oldest daughter, Chloe, graduated from Northampton this 
summer with a degree in interior design, and her twins, Sawyer and 
Seever, entered Northampton this fall after graduating from Notre Dame 
High School.

Chloe admits she resisted enrolling at Northampton at first, but 
she fell in love with the school and earned awards in her program. She 
recently transferred to the prestigious Savannah College of Art and 
Design in Georgia.

“Chloe learned so much here,” Joyce said, “from finding her way 
around a college to learning to use the school’s resources. It was 
wonderful. I can’t say enough nice things about it. And when she left, 
she was sad to go.” 

That experience, Joyce said, combined with her own success at the 
school, set the groundwork for the twins to enroll. Her daughter Sawyer 
entered with the intention to major in dental hygiene, and her son, Seever, 
enrolled in the general education program. Sawyer is playing volleyball for 
the College this fall, and Seever hopes to play baseball in the spring.

“We’re excited,” Sawyer said. “With Chloe being a recent grad, she 
helped us a lot with what to expect.”

Seever agreed. “I’m very happy we are going together,” he said. 
“We’re there for each other and can bounce ideas off each other.”

“Yes,” Sawyer said with a laugh. “We’re a package deal.”
This may not be the end of the Hoyak family’s connection to 

Northampton. When attending orientation this summer with her children, 
Joyce said a bell went off in her head. When she graduates from DeSales 
University with her master’s degree, she would love to join NCC’s early 
childhood education faculty to teach the next generation of teachers.

“I love this place,” Joyce said. “Northampton helped me a lot, and 
now I’d love to help the College.”◆

by Sandy Stahl

Left to right: Joyce, Seever, Chloe and Sawyer Hoyak

The Hoyaks 
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Business 
Management
2008 Linda Klingle
of Bangor recently received a 
bachelor’s degree from Franklin 
University in Columbus, Ohio. 
Franklin University and NCC 
participate in an educational 
alliance.

2008 Amanda Litsch 
Silfies of Walnutport, a local 
beauty salon manager, is a 
graduate of the Empire Beauty 
School, where she attained a 
teaching license. 

2011 Ashlee Brotzman
of Easton studied business mar-
keting and management at Penn 
State, Lehigh Valley this past fall 
and will be returning to Disney to 
complete an internship required 
to earn a bachelor’s degree. She 
plans to graduate next spring and 
enter the workforce.

Communication 
Design
2006 Stephanie
Jumper of Bethlehem is 
a graphic/digitalizer for MP 
Uniform and Supply Co. and MP 
Nursing Apparel in Easton. As 
a freelance graphic and web 
designer she worked for New 
York Times best-selling author 
Katie MacAlister and her literary 
agent, Michelle Grajakowski of 
Three Seas Literary Agency. She 
says, “I actually have NCC to 
thank for landing me that free-
lance position, as it was while 
working at NCC’s library that I 
stumbled across one of Katie’s 
books. I used another of her 
books as a class assignment to 
redesign a book cover. I shared 
my new version of the cover on 
the author’s fan website and she 
contacted me personally about 
doing graphic work for her.”

2006 Carissa Keppel of 
Bethlehem is a graphic designer 

and interactive art director. She 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts, concentrating in 
graphic design and interactive 
design, at Kutztown University.

2006 Marc Tice of 
Palmer Township has been pro-
moted to generation supervisor at 
PSEG Global at its Sewaren gen-
erating station. He and his wife, 
Amanda, have a son, Ayden.

Communication 
Studies
2008 Elizabeth Rue of 
Philadelphia is employed by Act 
I as a social worker. She has a 
bachelor’s degree from Temple 
University and a master’s degree 
from Bryn Mawr College.

Computer Graphics
2002 Talina Stackhouse
of Easton is an independent 
beauty consultant with Mary Kay, 
Inc. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts from Kutztown 
University, graduating with hon-
ors. She is a single mom who 
enjoys community work with the 
YWCA, Third Street Alliance, 
Mary Meuser Library and the 
Mary Kay Foundation.

Computer Info 
Technology-
Networking
2011 Michael Eckhart
of Northampton is continuing his 
studies in computer science at 
Moravian College.

Criminal Justice
2008 Ashley (Howells) 
Bellis of Easton received a 
bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice from Roberts Wesleyan 
University. She previously 
worked at a law firm as a legal 
assistant/paralegal. She is now 
a stay-at-home mom.

Culinary Arts
2003 Stephen Habrial
of Bethlehem is pursing an 
associate degree at NCC in 

application development, 
with a goal of pursuing a 
web development degree. He 
wants to be certified to teach 
programming.

2006 Lisa Miller is 
the owner of Classy Cakes 
Cupcakery in Topton, which she 
opened in the last year. She 
and her husband, Todd, live in 
Fleetwood.

2007 Justin Cogan of 
Schnecksville is co-executive 
chef at Cosmopolitan in 
Allentown.

2013 Tyler Baxter of 
Bethlehem is the other co-
executive chef at Cosmopolitan 
in Allentown.

Data Processing
1984 Heidi Troxell of 
Bethlehem is employed at De-
Sales University as an adminis-
trative assistant in the doctor of 
physical therapy program. She 
received a bachelor’s degree from 
Moravian College in business 
management. She has two chil-
dren, Christopher and Matthew.

Dental Hygiene
1978 Ann Kovacs is 
employed as a registered dental 
hygienist by Alan M. Parker, 
DMD, in Bethlehem. She and her 
husband, Keith, live in Allentown 
and have two children.

1999 Kyleen Opdyke
of Roseto is a dental hygienist 
with Dr. Damaraju Venkat in 
Mount Bethel.

Early Childhood
2004 Shayna-Marie
(Haja) Lotz of Pooler, Ga., 
is a teacher at the Savannah 
Country Day School in Savannah, 
Ga. Savannah Country Day 
School is a prestigious private 
school that provides education 
for infants through high school. 
Lotz was an inaugural faculty 

member of the childcare center 
and helped to develop and 
implement the infant curriculum.

2005 Janelle Zimmer-
man of Catasauqua has 
worked at Community Services 
for Children and the Goddard 
School. She plans to go back 
to East Stroudsburg University 
to finish her degree in early 
elementary education. She has 
two children.

Education
1996 Jeffery Hunsinger
of Bethlehem received a 
bachelor’s degree in math from 
Moravian College. He is a 
production manager for Lehigh 
Heavy Forge.

2009 Susan Scheurer of 
Nazareth is a BEST lab assistant 
at NCC, helping students with 
their self-paced computer courses. 
She received a bachelor’s degree 
in K-6 elementary education 
from East Stroudsburg and a 
master’s degree in education in 
instructional technology and K-12 
instructional technology. She also 
earned a second degree at NCC in 
communication studies in 2012.

2010 Amber Khalouf
of Danielsville received her 
bachelor’s degree from Kutztown 
University in English, graduating 
cum laude. She plans to start 
graduate school in January 
at Kutztown University, for a 
master’s degree in English, and 
hopes for a Ph.D. from Lehigh 
University. Khalouf works for 
Wells Fargo as a personal banker. 
Her future plan is to become a 
professor of women’s literature.

Fine Art
2005 Kristina deFaria
of Philadelphia is an interior 
designer for Abby Schwartz 
Associates, LLC in Wayne. She 
recently passed the National 
Council for Interior Design 
Qualification exam. She received 

continued from page 18
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a bachelor’s degree in fine 
art in interior design from  
Moore College of Art & Design 
in Philadelphia.

General Studies
1998 Michelle Snow
of Bethlehem is a production 
manager at Lampire Biological 
Laboratories, Inc., a custom 
manufacturing organization 
for many biological products, 
including custom monoclonal 
antibody production. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from Moravian College.

2000 Jennifer Groegler
of Royersford is an associate 
formula control coordinator at 
West Pharmaceutical Services. 
She received a bachelor’s degree 
in health administration from the 
University of Scranton.

2002 Sara (Behn) Fer-
raro of Easton received a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
management from Moravian Col-
lege. She previously managed a 
fitness center for two years and 
is now a bartender.

2004 Dr. Kenneth 
Chiusano of Bangor is a 
dentist at the Chestnut Hill 
Dental Group.

2008 Jaclyn (Palos) 
Bzura of Bethlehem is the 
owner of GutenMarkt, Inc., a 
local virtual flea market.

2010 Jessica Davies of 
Hellertown received a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from 
Moravian College in December. 
She works for a local school 
district and is attending Lehigh 
University this fall, pursuing 
a master’s in education, 
specializing in elementary 
school guidance counseling.

Hotel/Restaurant
1997 Irene Wentzell
of Whitehall is the assistant 
director of admissions at  
Cedar Crest College’s School  
of Adult and Graduate 
Education. She received a 
bachelor’s degree from East 
Stroudsburg University and a 
master’s degree in education  
at Kutztown University.

Individualized 
Transfer Studies
2002 Dr. Matthew
Finley of Frederick, Md., is 
a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of Pennsylvania. He 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in biotechnology from Thomas 
Jefferson University and a 
Ph.D. in molecular biology 
and genetics at the Temple 
University School of Medicine. 

2013 Mandy Gero is the

founder of Abiding Perspectives, 
LLC. She and her husband, Brian, 
live in Northampton.

Interior Design
2012 Celeste Focht

and Matthew Smith ’12 
(automotive technology) met 
at NCC three years ago and 
graduated together. Recently, 
they got engaged and are now 
planning a wedding. Focht 

says, “We just wanted to 
thank Northampton Community 
College for everything it has 
done for us, especially for 
bringing the love of my life and 
myself together.”

Liberal Arts
1976 Maureen Dresen
of Bethlehem received the 
Women of the Year Award for 
volunteer achievements in the 
community, presented by the 
YWCA of Bethlehem. 

1994 Wendy Mingora
of Hellertown works for Lehigh 
County as a program specialist/
supervisor in the Adult Mental 
Health Department. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from Kutztown University.

1996 Cecile Laurent-
Atthalin and her husband, 

Rodrigo, are the happy parents 
of their daughter, Lea, who was 
born on March 25. They live in 
Paris, France.

2002 Dr. Sarah Lada of 
New Columbia is a clinical psy-
chologist for the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons. She received her 
doctorate in clinical psychology 
from Marywood University.

Library Assistant
1997 Michele Anfuso of 
Bethlehem received a bachelor’s 
degree in English with a minor 
in psychology from DeSales 
University. She is the secretary 
for the Center for International 
Education at NCC. She previously 
worked in NCC’s bookstore.

Math/Physics-Math
2004 Joseph Mazak
of Bethlehem is an assistant 
manager at Phantom Fireworks. 
He received a bachelor’s 
degree in math with a major 
concentration in physics from 
Bloomsburg University.

Paralegal
2008 Kari Clayton of 
Bedminster, N.J., is employed 
at Pfizer in Madison, N.J., as a 
patent and R&D paralegal. She 
also attended Lycoming College.

Practical Nursing
2000 Lori Ann Dietz 
Fontaine of Nesquehoning 
received the Fleming Nursing 
Caring Award at the 2013 Friends 
of Nursing celebration. She is 
employed at Lehigh Valley Health 
Network in inpatient hospice. 

Radio/TV
2010 Matthew Ahn
of Northampton runs his 
own business making video 
packages, filming weddings and 
other special events. He posts 
videos on YouTube under the 
name Matt Ahn Talk Show.

2011 Miki Applequist of 
Allentown is a business consultant 
in training, development and sys-
tem integration for Accenture, a 
consulting firm. Applequist says, “I 
never dreamed I could be working 
for one of the top five consulting 
firms in the world with ‘just’ an 
associate degree. If you work hard, 
and believe in your worth and 
value, you really can go anywhere 
and do anything.” She is now work-
ing on her bachelor’s degree and is 
taking online classes.

Radiography
1995 Denise Edwards of 
Bangor is a CAT scan technician 
at St. Luke’s University Health 
Network, Anderson Campus,  
in Bethlehem.
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1995 Kristi Lalik  of 
Northampton is a medical 
assistant at Family Dermatology 
in Schnecksville.

1996 Tonja (Miller) 
Westbrook  of Waxhaw, 
N.C., has worked at Charlotte 
Radiology in Charlotte, N.C., 
since 2001. She obtained her 
registry in radiologic technology, 
computer tomography and MRI. 
She previously worked at Easton 
Hospital in part-time and full-
time positions before she and 
her husband moved to Charlotte. 
She says, “I truly am thankful for 
my education and scholarship 
at Northampton.”

Registered Nursing
1983 Donna Hill  of 
Emmaus received the 2013 
Friends of Nursing Award for 
excellence as a nurse preceptor. 
She is employed at Lehigh 
Valley Health Network in the 
interventional progressive 
coronary unit.

1989 Jane Nemeth  of 
Northampton received the 
M.G. Asnani, M.D., Award for 
Excellence in Pediatric Nursing 
at the 2013 Friends of Nursing 
celebration. She is employed at 
Lehigh Valley Health Network in 
the neonatal intensive care unit.

1994 Janine Reppert 

of New Tripoli was named the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 
LLS 2013 Woman of the Year in 
June for her fundraising efforts 
during the organization’s 10-

week campaign. At the awards 
program, she was also honored 
with the Doug Lubbers Mission 
Awareness award. 

2006 Melissa Babyak 
of Bath received a bachelor’s 
degree from Temple University. 
She is enrolled in the family 
nurse practitioner program at 
DeSales University. She works 
in the emergency department 
at Lehigh Valley Hospital-
Muhlenberg as a shift charge 
nurse. She also is certified in 
progressive care nursing.

2006 Diamond Yamrus 
of Hanover, Md., is a research 
nurse specialist with the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, working 
on clinical trials for patients 
with multiple myeloma. She is 
also in the U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps as 
an active duty service member, 
deployed to natural disasters 
in the Washington, D.C., metro 
area. A yoga instructor at the 
Children’s Inn at the National 
Institutes of Health, she says, “I 
feel that the Presidential Ambas-
sador Program was wonderful. I 
am very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to have that scholar-
ship, and I think that it really 
paved the way for success.”

Safety, Health & 
Environmental 
Technology
2000 Ann Plummer  of 
Bangor received a bachelor’s 
degree from Franklin University 
in Columbus, Ohio. Franklin 
University and NCC participate 
in an educational alliance.

Secretarial Science
1979 Sharon Griffith 
of Saylorsburg is employed as 
a CRA officer and mortgage 
loan origination manager at the 
Stroudsburg-based ESSA Bank & 
Trust. She is responsible for the 

continued on page 31

�anks for making the 
4th Annual Lehigh Valley 

Food & Wine Festival 
our best yet  

Join us as we celebrate our fifth year on May 30 & June 1, 2014. 
Go to www.lehighvalleyfoodandwine.com for updates 

or to become a sponsor or participating restaurant.

TITLE
Southern Wine & Spirits

PRESENTING
Allentown Beverage

UNDERWRITING
Adams Outdoor
Sands Bethlehem

ENTERTAINMENT
Martin Guitar
National Penn Bank

PLATINUM
MFP Strategies
Prudential Financial
Viamedia

GOLD
Air Products
Christmas City Printing
The Express Times
Tu-Way Communications

SILVER
B Braun
Capital BlueCross
Daniels BMW/Mini 
  of Allentown
Lafayette Ambassador Bank
Lehigh Gas

Lehigh Valley Business
Petrucci Family Foundation 
PPL

CONTRIBUTING
American Bank
Boro Construction
Coca-Cola
Diversified Lighting 
  Associates, Inc.
D’Huy Engineering
Edward Don
FLSmidth 
Follett Ice
Genova Burns 
  Giantomasi Webster
HB Engineers, Inc.
JM Uliana & Assoc
JBM Mechanical
Just Born
Lutron 
MKSD
Moravian Hall Square
Muschlitz Excavating
Skepton Construction
Sodexo
Strunk Albert Engineering
Team Capital Bank
Trane Co.

Wells Fargo Bank
Westfield Hospital

FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL
Blue Valley Times
Capital Wine & Spirits
Cookware Cigars
Emeril
Nat Sherman
The Peak
US Foods
White Coffee
Worth & Co.

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Mike & Lynn Albarell
Atul & Pat Amin
Frank & Beth Boyer
Walt & Lucinda Dealtrey
Bob & Francie DeSalvio
Mark & Lin Erickson
John & Donna Eureyecko
Steve & Nancy Hovey
Sherri Jones
Chris & Diane Martin
Dave & Katie Nepereny
Bruce & Judith Palmer
Kenneth & Anne Rampolla
Mark & Jennifer 
  Van De Voorde

Sponsors 

Restaurants 
Albert Uster Imports
Bam! By Emeril
Blue
Bravo! Cucina Italina
Carnegie Deli
Cosmopolitan
Edge
Emeril’s Chop House
Emeril’s Italian Table
Fiesta Olé

Hampton Winds
Kome
Lee Gribben’s on Main
Maxim’s 22
Melt
Mesa Modern Mexican
Pearly Baker’s Ale House
Rita’s Italian Ice
Rodale Catering and Events

Sagra Bistro
Savory Grille
Sette Luna
St. James Gate
Steel Works Buffet and Grill
Tapas on Main
Valenca
Villa Enterprises
White Coffee
Yianni’s Taverna

 

In four years, close to $700,000 has been raised 
to support the NCC Foundation!



STILL 
LEARNING

S P E C I A L  F E AT U R E    Onward and Upward

In May Ahmed 
Awadallah ’10 
received a bachelor’s 

degree in political science 
with minors in economics and 
international studies at Kutztown 
University. He was chosen  
to speak at commencement. 
Awadallah is now pursuing a  
master’s degree in international 
relations at the London School  
of Economics.

Kathryn Billiard 
’09 earned a bachelor’s 
degree at La Salle 

University and is now studying 
for a master’s degree in social 
work at Marywood University.

Nubia Borda 
’12 was awarded a 
bachelor’s degree in 

business from Fairleigh  
Dickinson University.

Patrick Buhler ’11 
graduated from Full 
Sail University over 

the summer with a bachelor’s of 
science in music business.

Cheyenne Butler 
’09 went on to earn 
a bachelor of science 

degree in criminal justice at 
Strayer University. 

Heather Compton 
’10 was awarded a 
bachelor’s degree in 

criminology at Wilkes University.

Julian Costa ’10 
received a bachelor’s 
degree in media 

communication and technology 
from East Stroudsburg University 
in May and hopes to complete 
a master’s in instructional 
technology in December.

Eva Diaz ’11 earned 
bachelor’s degrees in 
accounting and finance 

at DeSales University.

Ryan Finken ’09 
completed a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary 

education at Kutztown University.

Dayna Gross 
’11 was awarded a 
bachelor’s degree 

in psychology from Moravian 
College.

Danielle Gyuricza 
’10 became one of the 
first NCC graduates 

to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
speech-language pathology at 
East Stroudsburg University.

Josh Husser ’11 
completed a bachelor’s 
degree in geography at 

Kutztown University.

Andrew Jones 
’12 now holds a 
bachelor’s degree in 

interdisciplinary studies from 
East Stroudsburg University.

Channel Jones ’08 
successfully completed 
a bachelor of arts 

degree at Temple University.

Ti�any Kobordo 
’10 graduated summa 
cum laude from Concord 

University, where she was awarded 
the Outstanding Athletic Training 
Student award for 2012-13. She 
has since passed the national 
certification exam. Her next goal 
is to earn a master’s degree 
in exercise physiology with a 
concentration in athletic training 
at Kent State University.

Jonelle Mackus 
’12 earned a bachelor’s 
degree in media studies 

at Temple University.

Kayla McCullough 
’10 also transferred 
to Temple, where she 

completed a bachelor’s degree  
in marketing.

Cristiana Miranda 
’10 completed a 
bachelor’s degree in 

psychology at Ashford University 
and is now working on a master’s 
in education.

NCC provides a strong foundation for students who want  
to go on to complete advanced degrees. Congratulations to  
the following alumni who recently earned bachelor’s or  
master’s degrees in �elds ranging from athletic training  
to electrical engineering. 

(and that’s a good thing)
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Sco�  Mortman ’10 
continued his studies 
at Muhlenberg College, 

where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history.

Briea Moyer ’10 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in applied 

mathematics at East Stroudsburg 
University and is now an actuary.

Tara Nagy ’10 was 
awarded a master 
of science degree 

in athletic training from East 
Stroudsburg University.

Kurt Paukovits ’10 
completed a bachelor’s 
degree in electrical 

engineering at Lehigh University.

Laticia Pritchard 
’13 now holds a 
bachelor’s degree 

in psychology from Kutztown 
University.

Gianny Roa ’10 
earned a degree 
in human resource 

management at Strayer 
University.

Nicholas Rolland 
’10 completed a 
master’s degree in 

secondary education at Lehigh 
University.

Courtney Sanchez 
’10 was awarded a 
bachelor’s degree in fi ne 

arts from Arcadia University.

Susan 
Scheurer’09 and 
’12 now holds both a 

bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education and a master’s degree 
in instructional technology from 
East Stroudsburg University.

Tanya Spitzel ’11 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology 

at West Chester University.

Donna Storrs 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business 

administration at Albright 
College.

Michelle Tejeda 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology 

at Penn State Lehigh Valley. 
She is pictured here with 
actor Jeffrey Tambor, the 
featured speaker at her 2013 
commencement ceremony.

Rachel Warner 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting 

at Bob Jones University.

Kate Yesvetz 
earned a bachelor of 
arts in management 

at DeSales University. ◆ 

Keep us posted on your 
educational journey. Email 
alumni@northampton.edu.

T0P 
reasons to join 
10/Check out job listings

09/Network with other NCC graduates 
who can help you fi nd a job or be 
successful in your business

08/Reach out to people at companies 
you’re interested in

07/Research those companies

06/Mentor NCC students who want 
your advice

05/Post job openings

04/Find interns

03/Share your career successes

02/Learn about job fairs, career 
workshops and professional development 
opportunities that could be helpful to you

01/Be visible on the world’s largest 
professional network with 225 
million members

To join, go to www.linkedin.com 
and search for Northampton 
Community College Professional 
Network. Membership is free 
and open only to NCC students, 
alumni, faculty and staff.

NCC’s 
Professional 
Network on



Leilani M. Prieto-
Torres ’07 remembers her 
very first early childhood class at 
NCC clearly: During introductions, 
her instructor, Kate Curry, asked 
her what brought her to enroll in 
the program. 

“I told her that my parents 
owned a childcare center, and 
I would like to do that, too, 
someday,” she says. “I had 
always wanted to follow in 
their footsteps, and 10 years 
later, that’s exactly what I did.”

Though it took several years 
before the timing was right, 
last November Prieto-Torres 

was ready to take the plunge 
and be her own boss, opening 
Hopscotch Hill School House in 
East Stroudsburg. There, she and 
her staff provide care for toddlers 
and preschoolers aged 18 months 
to 5 years old, as well as offer 
before-and after-school care for 
elementary school students.

Prior to opening Hopscotch 
Hill, “Miss Lani,” as she is 
known by many Poconos-area 
children and their parents, 
gained several years of valuable 
experience working at the 
Hannig Family Children’s Center 
on NCC’s Monroe Campus. But 

the connections to Northampton 
don’t end there. 

“When the time came for 
me to look for people to build a 
team, I wanted to be picky. First of 
all, they needed a shared vision, 
and they had to be nurturing and 
friendly,” she says. 

The solution? She searched 
and found three Northampton 
alumnae to join her as teachers. 
JoAnna Coleman ‘06, Kelly Horn 
Okula ‘04 and Valerie Sinning.

“I knew that someone who 

graduated from the program at 
NCC would be a good fit, and I 
was really lucky — everything 
fell into place,” Prieto-Torres 
says. “I’m so happy with the way 
it worked out.”

For Okula the feeling is mutual.
“Working at Hopscotch 

Hill School House is like going 
home,” she says. “It is reassuring 
that the same high standards we 
were taught about and trained 
with at NCC are being upheld. I 
had never worked with Miss Lani 
before, but we fit together so 
well right away because we were 
taught by the same outstanding 
professors. Our philosophy and 
understanding of early childhood 
education was right on par.”

Prieto-Torres says her NCC 
connections have also helped 
her in other ways. Once a parent 
who was checking out childcare 
centers saw her brochure and 
recognized her photo. “She knew 
me from Northampton because 
she went through the program 
with me,” Prieto-Torres said. 
“When she heard I was the 
director, she said, ‘That’s all I 
need to know.’” 

She turned in her child’s 
application on the spot. ◆

by Sandy Stahl

@WORK
Alumni Network 

 www.hhschoolhouse.com

These early childhood education graduates share a workplace and high standards when it comes 
to caring for children. (l-r) Kelly Horn Okula ’04, Leilani Prieto-Torres ’07 (owner of Hopscotch 
Hill School House, and Valerie Sinning. A fourth member of the staff, JoAnna Coleman, was 
unable to be present for the photo.
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early 10 years ago, Billy Bau-
er ‘03 read a letter written to 

his family by his father, William 
C. Bauer ‘71 who had just passed 

away from pancreatic cancer. 
“When he addressed me in the 

letter, his last words to me were: 
‘Keep playing guitar, you sound pret-

ty good,’” Bauer said. 
Those words changed Bauer’s life. 
At that point, Bauer had never written a song or performed. But 

within eight months following his father’s passing, he had written a 
full-length acoustic album. A year and a half later, that album had sold 
more than 1,000 units around the world, thanks to the widespread 
reach of the Internet. 

That success was the additional encouragement Bauer needed. Now 
the frontman of The Billy Bauer Band, Bauer is a full-time musician who 
performs regularly all over the Lehigh Valley and surrounding areas. 

Bauer describes the band’s music as acoustic rock, sometimes with 
a bit of jam thrown in. “You can certainly hear a Dave Matthews Band 
influence in our style, but I think our sound also tends to be a little 

more alt rock, too, with influences from bands like Foo Fighters, Death 
Cab for Cutie and Counting Crows,” he said.

The computer information technology grad performs with band 
members Chris Lorenzetti, violinist; Cody Hamlin, bassist; and Drew 
Somers, drummer. The quartet has amassed a large local following, 
and Bauer says he’s amazed he gets paid to do something he loves. 

“I play because it is who I am. I absolutely love it. I guess it’s what 
defines me,” he said. “Sometimes I’ll wake up in the middle of the night 
with a song in my head and I will write a song at 3 a.m. Nothing is more 
rewarding for me than when someone appreciates a lyric or melody 
that I’ve written.”

The Billy Bauer Band has released three albums: the first two, Best 
of Both Worlds, and Another Day is Coming, are available on iTunes, 
and the most recent album, Maybe Tomorrow, is available on CD and 
iTunes. ◆

by Sandy Stahl

 www.facebook.com/billybauerband

BILLY BAUER ’03
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He attended
a one-room schoolhouse where 
his responsibilities included 
lighting the fire and bringing 
in well water in the mornings. 
He earned all As at a rural high 
school, but his parents couldn’t 
afford to send him to college. 
He hitchhiked to Ann Arbor to 
see if the University of Michigan 
would accept him. The answer 
was no. With the country still in 
the grips of the Great Depres-
sion, he couldn’t get work in 
the auto industry, so he joined 
the Civil Conservation Corps, a 
relief program established to 
“get poor kids off the streets.” 
Because he’d taken typing and 

stenography in high school, he 
was assigned to be the company 
clerk. When he wasn’t typing 
letters for his boss, he applied 
to colleges. His efforts were 
rewarded when he received 
a full-tuition scholarship from 
Lawrence Tech. To afford to board 
at a rooming house, he had to 
tend the furnace, hauling in the 
coal, stoking the fire and lugging 
out the ashes. Twenty-three years 
after graduating from Lawrence, 
he became president of a Fortune 
500 company.

She, too, grew
up on a farm, “desperately poor.” 
Her mother died when she was 

young, and her father struggled 
to support the family. He moved 
them to Alabama, where jobs 
were available picking cotton. She 
worked the fields, but managed 
to finish high school, and moved 
to Chattanooga, where she 
supported herself as a domestic, 
cooking and cleaning until she 
could save enough money to go 
to business school. In 1943 she 
was hired by a young company 
to be the secretary of the engi-
neering department. “I wasn’t very 
diplomatic,” she later confessed. 
“I was always honest — not 
very tactful, but honest. I had not 
received the typewriter I wanted. 
I wanted a Royal, which is what I 
had been working on [in a previous 
job], but I got an Underwood.” 
She spoke up about it. The man 
who was to become the company 
president admired her work ethic 
and her directness.

They married,
raised three children together and 
made community involvement 
and support a cornerstone of their 
lives. The Allentown Public Library, 
Community Services for Children, 
Good Shepherd, KidsPeace, Lehigh 

Valley Hospital Network and the 
Red Cross were among many 
organizations that benefited from 
their generosity and counsel. At 
Northampton, they were early 
investors in the Southside Center, 
helping the College transform it 
from a decaying office building to 
a vibrant community hub that now 
serves more than 30,000 men, 
women and children each year.

These philanthropists 
functioned as a team for more 
than six decades until her death 
last winter. They and future 
generations of their remarkable 
family will continue to make a 
difference in the future through 
a foundation they established 
to “support projects that 
provide seed money or have the 
potential for impact in enhancing 
education, addressing issues 
of human needs or encouraging 
members of disadvantaged 
communities to work together to 
overcome adversity.” ◆

These philanthropists inspire 
by their example. Who are 
they? (Answer on page 33) 

PHILANTHROPISTS
name these

D O N O R  P R O F I L E    Giving Back

Chances are you’ve met them or read about them, 
but you may not know just how remarkable 
their stories are.

28  NCC  FALL  2013



Chef Scott Kalamar
Associate Professor of Culinary Arts

“The most important ingredient is you.”

Whether you give $100, $50, $25 or $10, 
your gift will make a difference. 

Visit: www.northampton.edu 
and make a gift to the NCC Annual Fund today.

Northampton Community College

What is cooking anyway? The way Chef Scott describes the work, 
it sounds a little bit like magic. “You gather your ingredients. You put them 
together. You treat them right. If you know what you’re doing, you’ll get 
something good.” It sounds a lot like teaching, but Chef Scott doesn’t 
want to draw the comparison too far. “When I cook a fish,” he 

says, “there’s no chance I’m going to change the 
life of the fish. When I’m in the classroom, it’s a 
different story.”

Northampton Community College is in the business of changing 
people’s lives. But believe it or not, it takes more than Chef Scott to 
make that happen. It requires support from a community of alumni 
and friends like you. That’s why we need you to join the Northampton 

Community College Fund. You can make a gift in honor of a teacher 
like Chef Scott who may have inspired you when you were a student, or 
you can direct your contribution to scholarships or to academic programs 
or specific areas of the College that interest you. 



Eileen Marie 
Causerano ’91 died on 
April 22. A graduate of NCC’s 
registered nursing program, She 
worked at Gracedale for many 
years, retiring as a day shift 
supervisor.

Nicoletta Falcone ’96 
passed away on July 21. She 
held a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from Penn State and 
worked in pharmaceutical sales 
for Hoffman & LaRoche before 
deciding to follow her dream and 
pursue a culinary career. After 
graduating from NCC’s culinary 
arts program, she opened the 
Confetti Café, a popular eatery 
in downtown Bethlehem.

William Ocasio 
Figueroa ’90 died on March 
20. A native of Puerto Rico, He 
was a U.S. Navy veteran who 
earned an associate degree in 
liberal arts at NCC.

Gary Koons ’78 passed 
away on June 17. He was a 
police communications offi cer 
for the Pennsylvania State Police 
who previously worked as the 
director of the Carbon County 
Communications 911 Center. His 
career in emergency services 
also included serving as the fi re 
chief in Aquashicola. He was 
a Marine Corps veteran who 
completed an associate degree 
in fi re technology at NCC.

Florence “Betty” 
Norton died on March 31. 
A graduate of the University 
of Delaware, She taught in a 
variety of settings including 
volunteering in NCC’s adult 
literacy program.

Amber Lindsey Pramik 
passed away on April 19. She 
was a Northampton High School 
graduate who was majoring in 
general studies at NCC.

Justin Roberts died 
on March 15 following an 
automobile accident. He studied 
math and physics at NCC.

Edith Rorabaugh ’74
passed away on March 12. 
A graduate of NCC’s dental 
hygiene program, She donated 
her body to science. She and her 
husband traveled extensively 
and lived on a boat for 10 years.

Coady Marie Sell ’11
died on March 13. Coady earned 
an associate in applied science 
degree in criminal justice at NCC.

Monique Singer passed 
away on March 8. Monique was 
enrolled in the early childhood 
education program at NCC.

Edna Villegas died on July 
17. She worked with students 
in the New Choices program at 
Northampton. “She served those 
students with genuine respect 
and compassion,” says program 
director Maryann Haytmanek. 
“She consistently gave all of 
herself to assisting the women 
in our program to make the 
transition from home to school 
and work with empathy and 
enthusiasm. We will miss her 
gentle spirit and quiet humor.”

Dale Eugene Weiss ’84
passed away on April 14. He 
attended NCC after serving in 
the Navy. He held a degree in 
environmental science. 

M E M O R I A M

NCC 
+ 

LIZTECH 
= 

EDUCATION 

WITH 
STYLE

Go to www.northampton.edu/nccliztech to 
order online and fi nd local merchants 

selling this limited-edition pin. 

SALE $40 
through Dec. 31, 2013

This Liztech pin, specially designed for the 
Northampton Community College Alumni 
Association, refl ects the endeavor, hope, 

diversity and success that NCC is proud to share 
with past, present and future students and with 

the entire College community.

Northampton Community College



More than 20 years ago, Jeanne Feinberg, the wife of the late Dr. David 
Feinberg, a Northampton Community College board member, came up with 
a wonderful way to memorialize members of the NCC community who had 
passed away by affi xing book plates to NCC library books that refl ected the 
memorialized person’s interests and avocations. 

The honorees include alumni, faculty, students, donors, volunteers, 
staff members, retired staff members and others who had a close 
connection to the College. The plates contain the person’s name and a 
picture of NCC. 

Anne Bittner, cataloguing librarian at the Paul & Harriett Mack 
Library, peruses obituaries, located by staff members and others, 
to ascertain the honoree’s favorite topics. She then chooses a book 
matching these interests from among the library’s new acquisitions. 

For example, Bittner chose The Encyclopedia of Tropical Plants by 
Ahmed Fayaz to commemorate Mary Buzas, founder of Buzas Greenhouse 
and a NCC scholarship donor. The encyclopedia mirrors Buzas’ passion for 
fl ora by showcasing more than 3,000 species of tropical plants from all the 
major plant groups found in the tropics worldwide. 

After John Lundsford, director of NCC’s funeral service education 
program, died in June 2012, Bittner selected Making an Exit to 
memorialize him. The author, Sarah Murray, recounts her journey around 
the world to see how death is marked in different cultures.

The Encyclopedia of Sports Management and Marketing, a four-
volume set edited by Linda Swayne, was chosen in memory of Bill 
Bearse, NCC athletic director for 35 years. 

What is Braille? by Deborah Kent was a fi tting selection to 
commemorate Cecile Shaffer, the mother of NCC alumnus and 
foundation board member emeritus David Shaffer. Mrs. Shaffer 
translated Braille for the visually impaired. 

This Northampton Community College tradition is a meaningful 
and special way to honor the memories of friends, colleagues 
and students. ◆

 
REMEMBERED 
Not just in the book of memory, 
but in the NCC library
By Myra Saturen

M E M O R I A M bank’s Community Reinvestment 
Act assessment areas and 
oversees the mortgage loan 
origination staff in the Poconos 
and the Lehigh Valley.

Secretarial 
Science Executive
1969 JoAnn Kostenbader 
of Allentown is a part-time 
supervisor at Motherhood 
Maternity in the Lehigh Valley 
Mall in Whitehall.

Secretarial 
Science Medical
1973 Donna Goss 
of Bethlehem received the 
Women of the Year Award for 
volunteer achievements in the 
community, presented by the 
YWCA of Bethlehem. 

Social Work
2010 Jennifer Bruno  of 
Allentown received a bachelor’s 
degree from Cedar Crest 
College and a master’s degree 
in social work from Marywood 
University. She works as a 
family therapist for a nonprofit 
organization in Bethlehem. In 
August she took an exam for 
her social work certification. A 
former presidential ambassador 
at NCC, she says: “To be honest, 
the presidential ambassador 
scholarship allowed me to attend 

college without worrying about 
the financial aspect becoming a 
burden and getting in the way of 
my dreams. The program itself 
helped shape me into a better 
role model by enhancing my 
communication, decision-making 
and leadership skills.”

Special Education: 
Paraeducator 
Training
2010 Kati Smith  of Omaha, 
Neb., works for agencies in 
the state that assist adults 
in obtaining careers in the 
community and manages the 
programs that help them learn 
the communication, social and 
everyday life skills so they 
can function independently. 
She would like to further her 
education toward a degree 
in American sign language 
interpretation. Smith says, “I 
am very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to be a presidential 
ambassador for NCC. It has 
furthered my leadership skills and 
helped me to be confident in all 
my life choices and future goals.”

Veterinary 
Technician
2006 Tara Fetzer  is 
moving to Madison, WIS., 
in July to begin her three 
year residency. ◆

friends

continued from page 23

Alumni Connections 
Keep us posted! Send your story and photos to 
alumni@northampton.edu or submit at
www.northampton.edu/alumniupdate.

 Get Social with Us
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WHY I TEACH
Closing thoughts by Dr. Charles Rinehimer, professor of biology

For the last few
years I had hoped to win the 
Christensen Award for Excellence 
in Teaching — not for the self-
validation or for the accolades 
of my peers, although that 
was pretty sweet, but because 
I wanted the opportunity to 
give this address. Some of my 

colleagues are smiling at that, 
but those close to me know that 
I started this talk the week after 
the award was announced. 

I wanted this opportunity to 
thank our award winners and 
all of our other hard-working, 
high-achieving students and to 
try to make you understand how 

important you are to me as a 
professor, a member of the College 
community and a human being on a 
journey through this world.

William Butler Yeats wrote 
that “education is not about 
filling a bucket, it’s about starting 
a fire.” Well, I teach high-content 
bio courses, so I have filled a 

lot of buckets. And I am sure my 
students would be glad to tell 
you what they think I have filled 
them with! But every semester I 
will see it. A few students look 
up from their notes and make 
eye contact. They move up a 
few rows. They ask a question, 
tentatively at first, then more 
frequently, and soon at a level 
above that of the lecture. They’ve 
gotten the spark.

But you, that student, 
diligently taking notes, nodding 
to show me you’re with me, 
laughing at my hilarious jokes, 
you don’t see what I see. You 
don’t see the students texting 
through class or just staring at 
me like I am the jailor holding 
them in bondage or simply folding 
their arms on their desks, putting 
their heads down and going to 
sleep. You don’t know what it’s 
like to pick up a notebook left 
behind, and upon opening it to 
see who it belongs to, find in 
the margin for today’s lecture, 
“20 minutes to go,” “15 minutes 
to go,” “10 minutes to go.” You 
can’t imagine how it feels when, 

R E F L E C T I O N    Before We Go

Each year the recipient of the Christensen Award for 
Excellence in Teaching is invited to speak at the Student 
Awards Convocation. The heartfelt remarks of Dr. Rinehimer, 
reprinted below, had a profound impact on the audience at 
that event and later on others when they were reprinted in The 
Chronicle of Higher Education and discussed on National 
Public Radio. We are honored to share them with you here, 
along with a message Dr. Rinehimer received a� erward from 
the father of an NCC graduate. 
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Did you guess right?  If you identified the “mystery 
donors” on page 28 as Ed and Inez Donley, you are correct. 
 Because of donors like them and many of you, professors like Dr. 
Rinehimer, students like those who helped to build the highest 
wind turbine in the world and thousands of alumni are making 
our community and the world a better place. This photo of the 
Donleys was taken on their wedding day – October 24, 1946.

About Dr. Rinehimer:  The recipient of the Christensen Award is a veterinarian who began 
teaching at NCC part time in 1990 and became a full-time member of the faculty in 1995.  He 
continues to practice veterinary medicine as time permits, and for many years, he has coordinated 
a Science Olympiad at NCC to foster interest in the sciences among high school students.

PHILANTHROPISTS

last semester, not one, but two, 
students got a seven out of 100 
on their first lab test.

Such students depress me. 
They make me doubt my ability. 
They throw a wet wool blanket 
over my very soul.

But then there is you. 
Stopping me in the hall to tell 
me about a show you saw on the 
Discovery Channel last night or 
emailing me a YouTube video that 
links to our last lecture.

You — like the three 
nontraditional students in my 
very first anatomy and physiology 
lab 23 years ago. All were in 
battering relationships. Though 
they often came to class with 
tears, and sometimes with 
bruises, they embraced the 
subject. As their grades rose, so 
did their confidence until, on the 
last night, they all hugged me as 
they walked out of my class, into 
our nursing program and out of 
their abusive relationships.

You, like wunderkid Zoe 
Gautier, who, two years ago 
at age 15, took our biology 
department by storm. Zoe was 
one of the few students who 
took me up on my offer that if 
they turned in their term paper 
before the due date, I would 
make comments so they could 
edit the paper for a better grade. 
Zoe turned in her paper four 
weeks early. It was excellent. I 
made a few suggestions about 
further readings and returned it 
with a score of 196 out of 200. 
The next week Zoe resubmitted 
the paper with two more pages 
and three more sources, not for 
the four points — she didn’t need 
them — but because she said 
after reading my comments, she 
realized she could do better.

Or you, like the anonymous 

student who, a few years ago, 
brought a tear to the eye of a life-
hardened old professor by writing 
in a class evaluation, “Every day I 
couldn’t wait to get to class.”

Do you see? Can you 
understand? You are why I search 
YouTube for videos to embed in 
my PowerPoint presentations. 
You are why I’ve learned to use 
clickers to assess your learning 
on a daily basis. You are why I 
walk into class every day with 
a smile on my face and a sense 
of anticipation. You are why I’ve 
won this award.

To you — office-hour- 
hogging, point-arguing, 
magnificent learners — I say, 
“Thank you.” From the bottom 
of my heart, thank you. And next 
semester, when you transfer to 
a four-year school, introduce 
yourself to your professor. And 
in the first few weeks, let the 
professor feel the heat from the 
fire that started as a spark at 
Northampton. ◆

A Parent Responds
Dr. Rinehimer’s speech brought mail from across 
the country. One of the most moving responses came 
from Dr. E. Roy Weintraub, a widely published 
mathematician and economist who teaches at Duke 
University. His email to Dr. Rinehimer is reprinted 
here with his permission.

Dear Professor Rinehimer,
I greatly enjoyed reading your piece. After my oldest boy flunked out 
of Lehigh, he found delivering and making pizzas in town not what he 
wanted to do and began doing emergency services work in Bethlehem. 
After a couple of years, he decided to try to get a bachelor of science 
degree in nursing so he could become an emergency room nurse. He took 
classes at your school at night for a couple of years and then got into 
Cedar Crest’s BSN program, graduating with distinction.

He’s gone on to a career as vice president of a software firm that 
creates, installs and maintains emergency room software systems and a 
second full-time job as a flight nurse through Lehigh Valley Hospital.

I tell you this not simply out of pride, but because your school made 
a real difference in his life. He liked going to school, finding people there 
who helped him succeed, and he grew immensely during that time. 
Maybe you’ll teach one of his four kids someday!

Your essay recalled that time for me. It’s why I teach, too.

E. Roy Weintraub
Professor of Economics
Fellow, Center for the History of Political Economy
Duke University
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