
 

 
 
 

Display Guidelines 
 

Display Background and Borders:  Display background and display border should be very 
neutral and solid as to not distract from the work.  Black, white, beige, brown generally works 
well. 
 
Matting:  Matting around the piece of work should be neutral and identical for all pieces in the 
collection. The work should be neatly placed and centered in the matting to create the image of a 
frame. This should be done to flatter the work not distract from it.   
 
Documentation and Description:  Each piece of work; if all different must have a brief 
description of the purpose, process, elements, and learning that occurred as a result of the 
experience.  If the display is a collection of a similar artistic experience for children, one 
description is sufficient.  Documentation and description must be neatly typed on white paper; 
paying attention to proper grammar and spelling and displayed either alongside individual pieces 
or in a central location.  Use Comic Sans MS font. 
 
This is done so that the viewer can gather insight as to why the experience was conducted, what 
the goals and objectives were, and what the child learned form the experience.  It can also serve 
as an assessment piece for teachers and parents to assess where the child is developmentally.  
PA Early Learning Standards, Ounce or Work Sampling, and Art as a Way of Learning principles 
and standards may be included in the documentation if appropriate. 
 
Children’s names:  For confidentiality, initials may be used to label individual pieces of work or 
in the write up of the description.  If first names are used, do not include last names.  
Photographs of children involved in the artistic process may be used in the display if parents have 
granted permission.  Names, dates, and descriptions should never be written on the children’s 
work unless the child writes his or her own name.  Child’s names/initials, age, written date, artistic 
process/elements, and any words from the child (in quotations), should be neatly written or typed 
and displayed in the upper left hand corner of the child’s work.   
For Example:  
 “Our stick puppets.” 
Paper, marker, buttons, fabric 
-Damon, Michael, and  
Emily, ages 3, 4, and 5  
April 6, 2009 
 
This supports children’s developing language and literacy development and trains the eye to look 
from top to bottom and left to right as the child looks at their work, reflects upon it, and critiques it.  
 
Written Documentation:   To support children’s developing language and literacy development, 
all written and or typed documentation displayed by the teacher must be done in appropriate font 
with correct grammar and spelling.  Comic Sans MS works well for this.  
 


