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DIALYSIS TECHNICIAN
 
As kidney failure continues to be a growing national health 
problem, kidney disease is driving the growing demand for 
well-trained dialysis technicians. Dialysis technicians are 
employed in hospitals, outpatient clinics, and other medical 
facilities. While most technician training has historically been 
done “on-the-job,” today’s healthcare employers are seeking 
well-trained technicians who possess the necessary 
knowledge and skills to fill this growing number of positions.

The Dialysis Technician Program 
Provides students with the knowledge and skills needed 
to perform the duties required of dialysis technicians. 
This course covers the following key areas and topics: 

• Specific procedures to operate kidney dialysis machines 
• Preparation of the dialyzer, reprocessing and  
 delivery systems 
• Equipment maintenance 
• Skills to monitor and record a patient’s vital signs 
• The process for a dialysis teams’ administration of  
 local anesthetics and drugs as needed 
• Assessment of patients for any complications that  
 occur during a procedure 
• Patient training for at-home dialysis treatment and  
 techniques to provide emotional support patients need  
 for self-care

Detailed Course Topics Covered
• Knowledge and use of aseptic techniques and  
 standard precautions 
• Renal physiology and the pathology of renal failure 
• How to perform and record physical measurements  
 including weight and vital signs 
• Principles of hemodialysis and hematological aspects 
• Dialyzer reuse preparation, dialysate, and delivery  
 systems 
• Basic body chemistry including fluid and electrolyte  
 balance 
• Clinical manifestations of end-stage renal disease 
• Routine aspects of hemodialysis 
• Dietary regulation and medication problems relating  
    to dialysis 

Program Information
Dates: March 15 - September 15, 2019
Course code: HCONE125
Fee: $1399
Format: Online
Registration: www.northampton.edu/HealthcareCourses
Questions: Call 610-332-6585 or e-mail healthcare@northampton.edu

Student Requirements
• High school diploma or GED.  

• Must be at least 18 years of age. 

• This program is designed to cover the key objectives of the leading dialysis technician certification exams.  
 Although some students do immediately pursue certain certifications, most national exams require job  
 experience for formal dialysis technician certification.

• Students have six months from the class start date to complete the course.

Northampton Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, gender identity, disability or age in its programs or activities.


